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2023 is the year of the Water Rabbit in the Lunar calendar. 

Worldwide, the year of the rabbit celebrates more than two dozen wild rabbit species living on 
every continent except Antarctica, according to PBS. 

In 2013, researchers found that more than two-thirds of rabbit species were already threatened 
by climate change. Since then, the number of species that are endangered or critically endangered 
has risen from 13 to 16 on the International Union for Conservation of Nature Red List.  

Rabbit species globally serve an important role in the ecosystem because they are prey for many 
predators, including coyotes, foxes and raptors such as hawks and owls, according to Wildlife 
Illinois. When rabbit populations decline, so, too, do the populations of their predators.  

Not only the rabbits need our help but the whole ecosystem of our wonderful world. 
 

 
 
A fact about Real-world water rabbits 
 

Water rabbits are not just an astrological fancy. The swamp rabbit (Sylvilagus aquaticus) and 

marsh rabbit (S. palustris) of North America are adapted to living in wetlands and are known to 

swim. Luckily these species are marked as least concern on the conservation IUCN Red List. 

 

There's also the Riverine rabbit (Bunolagus monticularis), also known as the bushman rabbit or 

bushman hare, a majestic, reddish-coloured rabbit from South Africa that inhabits the banks of 

rivers and streams. It has an extremely limited distribution area and is Critically endangered, this 

species faces not just the effects of climate change and habitat destruction, but another 

unexpected threat - other bunnies. For more information, why not visit www.datawild.info , a 

resource developed by PAAZA 

 

January 2023  

https://www.iucnredlist.org/search?taxonomies=100228&searchType=species
https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/41303/45192995
https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/41296/45190578
https://datawild.info/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/A73.png
https://phys.org/tags/climate+change/
https://phys.org/tags/habitat+destruction/
http://www.datawild.info/
http://www.zoosafrica.com/
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WWF's Living Planet Report reveals a 

devastating 69% drop in wildlife 

populations on average in less than a 

lifetime – this is an average decline 

since 1970, according to WWF's Living 

Planet Report (LPR) 2022. 

"Healthy biodiverse ecosystems 

sustain life on Earth. Despite the value 

nature provides, it is deteriorating 

worldwide - a decline that is 

projected to worsen under business-

as-usual scenarios." - COP15 Dec 2022 

 

 

  
  

 

 
 

Labelled the “Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework” (GBF), read about it here: 

COP15 ends with landmark biodiversity agreement 

The essence of the agreement: By 2030 - Protect 30% of Earth’s lands, oceans, coastal 
areas, inland waters; Reduce by $500 billion annual harmful government subsidies; Cut food 

waste in half.  
Read / download UN press release: Nations Adopt Four Goals, 23 Targets for 2030 In 
Landmark UN Biodiversity Agreement 

https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/cop15-ends-landmark-biodiversity-agreement
https://www.cbd.int/article/cop15-cbd-press-release-final-19dec2022
https://www.cbd.int/article/cop15-cbd-press-release-final-19dec2022
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To quote Inger Andersen - UN Under-Secretary-General and UNEP Executive Director at 
COP15: “Nature and biodiversity is dying the death of a billion cuts. And humanity is 
paying the price for betraying its closest friend. In the words of the UN Secretary-General, 
“we are committing suicide by proxy”. This Conference of the Parties (COP15) must secure 

the future of our planetary life support system.” 

Nature is critical to meeting the Sustainable Development Goals - IUCN 

So what actionable tools has PAAZA developed to address the decline in 
Wildlife in Africa?  

 

  

 

The Assessment Tools 

In line with the WAZA 2023 Animal Welfare goal, one of the outcomes from PAAZA Conf 
2022 was to identify and locate any / all facilities within Africa holding wildlife in captivity. 

Utilising PAAZA’s flagship Operational Accreditation tool would be counter-productive, so 
an entry level assessment was required. 

Emanating from the UWEC Conservation Education Conference in December 2022, came 
the request to include Conservation Education to this entry level assessment. This tool 
needed to be mobile with a central database at PAAZA.  

In consultation with UWEC Education department, the ‘Primary Assessment for Captive 
Wildlife Facilities’ app was created. Below is a sample of the data that will be captured:  
 

  

 

 
  

The threshold for a pass is a result of <18. If this is achieved, the recommendation would be 
to move to the Intermediate assessment – the ‘Animal-Environment Welfare Assessment’. 

The ‘Primary Assessment for Captive Wildlife Facilities’ is the starting point of the cohort 
of Assessment tools developed and in operation by PAAZA. The next level / step would be 
the Intermediate assessment being the ‘Animal-Environment Welfare Assessment’ with the 
ultimate being ‘Operational Accreditation’.  
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The WAZA 2023 Welfare Assessment Goal 

A reminder to all members of the December 2023 deadline for compliance with 
Operational Accreditation. 

To date the Executive office has received 6 applications which are underway with two 
facilities having successfully completed their assessments.  
 

  

  

 

A few more outcomes underway from PAAZA Conf 2022 
 

  

 

 

Keeper Exchange Programme 

Skills development is key to adding positive 

action to the decline in wildlife.  
 

PAAZA in collaboration with UWEC, the 
host of the PAAZA Central, East to West 
Coast Chapter, has created a structured 
Animal Keeper exchange programme. 

 

The application process is available online 
at: Keeper Exchange - Requesting Facility 
Application  
 

 

 

 

Sustainability 

Developed over the last couple of years, 

PAAZA offers some practical ideas as to 
what you can do with the ‘Your Nature 
Survival Action’ tool available on the 
PAAZA mobile app.  
 

In addition to this is the extensive 
Conservation Education programme 
offered by UWEC (a huge 
acknowledgement to Zoos Victoria for their 
continued support of this initiative).   
 

 

  

‘Zoo Activist’ (owning our brand) Podcast 

“We need to own the word Zoo / Zoological - we need to own the narrative, not the non-captive 
organizations”. This was a very strong outcome from Conf 2022. The first way this was addressed 
was to add a tagline to the PAAZA logo; the second is to develop short podcast interviews with 
member facilities to showcase the importance of the ex-situ community. We would like to thank 
JhbZoo for offering to work with the PAAZA Exec office in developing the first of these videos. 

 

Click here to read  more  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJgIhiqfZ8eno3rRpRD-yeOQLlcEN88Ta2zp7nHfj2YPQWkw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJgIhiqfZ8eno3rRpRD-yeOQLlcEN88Ta2zp7nHfj2YPQWkw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link
http://www.zoosafrica.com/accreditation.html
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PAAZA Business Update 

 

Towards 2030 and Beyond  
 

The Executive Committee have finalised the 

expanded Corporate Strategic Plan after no 

comments / additions were received post the 

presentation of the short form at AGM 2022. 

This will be circulated to Members for 

comment shortly.  
 

Revival of the Patron Programme  
 

In addressing another outcome of Conf 2022 

and Strategic Direction 2 of the Strategic Plan, 

will be the revival of the Patron programme.  
 

This will have a completely different format in 

that it will be project driven i.e. all 

contributions will be allocated to a specific 

project under the Strategic Plan. 

 

Change from NPO to NPC  
 

Although this is a slow and tedious process, it 

is progressing, with the team deep into 

meeting the first objective, which is to satisfy 

all the SARS requirements.  
 

 
 

Proud Members of: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Closing Thought 

 

Although the intensity of the recent pandemic is behind us (but still a part of our lives), the 

challenges we all face are numerous and very real. As the slogan below states: “We are Stronger 

Together”, never has the value of community actions / collaborations been more important.   

 
  
  

 

 

 

Follow us on social media  
 

   
  

and at 

www.paaza.africa  

   

    

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.waza.org/
https://izea.net/
https://www.species360.org/
https://www.iczoo.org/
http://www.zoosafrica.com/
http://www.facebook.com/PAAZA-134590050018341
http://twitter.com/paazab

