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The Siberian tiger - Panthera Tigris Altaica - 

also known as the Amur tiger. They are 

found in the in the Russian Far East – Siberia 

– Hence the name. They have a thicker layer 

of fat and dense fur. They are paler and with 

less stripes than Bengal Tigers. Its stripes 

are narrower and spaced further apart. Its 

chest, belly and inner parts of its limbs are 

white. An interesting fact is that the skin 

has stripes and even if you would shave all 

the fur off a tiger, the stripes will still be 

visible. A dead give-away between the 

Bengals and the Siberians is to look at the 

amount of fur around the neck. The Siberian 

Tigers have thicker fur around the neck. The 

Siberian Tigers were the largest cat species 

in the world, but due to the reduction of its 

territory sizes and prey availability, their 

body size has actually been reduced and 

rarely exceeds the size of a Bengal tiger. In 

the wild and when needed the Siberian 

Tiger can jump to a height of 5 meters and 

a length of 10m. Exceptionally strong, they 

can run whilst holding prey of up to 100 

kilograms in their mouths.. With an 

estimate of about 600 odd Siberian tigers 

living in the wild, maybe more as the 

populations are increasing due to a very 

strong conservation program especially in 

Russia, there are about 1000 Siberian tigers 

living in captivity, so the captive population 

is about twice as big as the wild population - 

hence the necessity for organizations that 

help with breeding programs in captivity. 

For tigers, hunting is not instinctive it is a 

skill learnt from their mothers. Tigers are 

solitary animals males only have 1 female 

which they only get together with to mate. 

Siberian tigers can mate at any time of the 

year as long as they have reached sexual 

maturity, which occurs around four years of 

age. Females leave marks of small and 

scratches in the trees to let males know 

they are receptive. Mating happens over a 

course of 4-5 days and then the male 

returns to his solitary life. The female tigers 

pregnancy is 3 ½ months long. The mother 

raises the cubs and the father plays no role 

in the upbringing. The father does not 

protect the mother or his offspring – in fact 

he considers the cubs his enemies. He does 

not live with his female in the wild. The 

Tiger is larger than the African lion.  A 

Mature Siberian tiger can top out at 11 feet 

long and 700 pounds.  

 



They also have one of the largest 

fangs in the animal world – the 2 and 

3.5 inches long. Wild tigers overlap 

territories with other tigers but 

aggression between individuals is rare 

and they often share their kill. The 

Tiger rarely attack humans, there are 

actually more deaths by leopards than 

tigers in China and India as leopards 

come into towns at night. When an 

attack on a human occurs by a tiger it 

is mostly due to human negligence – 

they are only attacking to protect 

their territory and do not attack to 

eat. Tigers generally go for smaller 

prey when hunting. Tigers love water 

– but also use it as their toilet. The 

Tiger can eat up to 60 pounds of meat 

at one time. A group of tigers is called 

a “streak” or “ambush”  

Tigers hunt alone and normally at 

night time. Tigers have been known to 

reach speeds of 65km/h. 

The reason you see a tiger walking up 

and down a fence at Sanctuary’s is 

that they are patrolling their area 

and keeping them safe – however the 

thing they are doing to keep them 

safe is the actual thing that is helping 

poachers track, find and kill them. 

 

 
 

 
Total numbers of wild tigers in the 

world of which only about 1600 are 

Siberian Tigers 

 

Endangered Species Day 2019: List of 

Most Threatened Animals and Plants 

in the U.S. and World 
By Sophia Waterfield On 5/17/19 at 12:10 AM 
MALYAN TIGER  250-340 

AMUR LEOPARD  84 

CROSS RIVER GORILLA 200-300 

BLACK RHINO  2000 

SUMATRAN ELEPHANT 2400-2800 

TAPANULI ORANGUTAN 800 

MALAYAN TIGER  250-340 

SUMATRAN TIGER  400 

SOUTH CHINA TIGER  no sightings in the 

wild for 25 years 
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