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COVID-19 UPDATE 

& SURVIVAL 

05 May , 2020  

 

Photos and charts show how the natural world is thriving now that humans are staying indoors 

• This lockdown has led to a profound impact on the global economy of that there is no 

doubt. 

BUT 

• Fewer humans outside has also allowed the natural world to convalesce, with drops in 

pollution and a resurgence of wildlife. From cleaner beaches to less air pollution, 

While there is often a decline in air pollution around the Lunar 
New Year celebrations, NASA said this year there was more of a 
decrease than usual. "This is the first time I have seen such a 
dramatic drop-off over such a wide area for a specific event," Fei 
Liu, an air-quality researcher at NASA, said in the report.  

 

Above is Dhauladhar mountain range of Himachal, visible after 30 yrs from Jalandhar (Punjab) after 

pollution drops to its lowest level. Put in perspective, this is approx. 200 km away straight                      

The description with this post says it all: “What nature really is and how we screwed it up.” 

The single greatest obstacle to ecological sustainability on Earth is the outdated world view that 

places humanity external and superior to Nature. Nonetheless, everything in Nature is 

interconnected; let us all embrace this as we plan for the future. - Natures Connections 

Thought for the day is from WHO Director General: 

“The antidote to this virus is national unity and global solidarity. The antidote to this virus is the 

human spirit.”  

 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/ 

 
Send "hi" to +41 79 893 18 92 

on WhatsApp – English 

https://www.who.int/ 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.nicd.ac.za/2020/03/28/
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/146362/airborne-nitrogen-dioxide-plummets-over-china
https://twitter.com/Deewalia/status/1246080484813058048/photo/1
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/
https://www.who.int/
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PLANNING for POST LOCKDOWN 

Moving out of Lockdown – Business readiness  

 

 

 

Continuing with ‘Business Readiness’, a few more points as described by the South African 

Minister of Labour: 

Whilst we depend on the good will of responsible employers, workers also have a responsibility 

here: to wash or sanitise their hands, to wear the PPEs provided, to keep their workstations clean, 

and to follow directives in relation to health and safety. This is in everyone’s interests – so that 

everyone remains safe and we curb the spread of the corona virus. 

 

We [department Labour]are also mindful that the Direction imposes a number of additional burdens 

upon the employers, and we will monitor this situation closely. In adapting to the ‘new normal’, a 

few areas that need attention by employers are: 

➢ If distance can't happen there has to be a barrier between workers. 

➢ Anything from 1 to 2 meter distancing must be practiced at the workplaces. 

➢ Changes can't take place without the risk assessment being reviewed. 

➢ Health and safety reps are a requirement in the workplace. 

➢ Employers will be taken to task and should have minutes of their meetings. 

➢ Must make sure that workers are using soap, running water and paper towels. 

➢ Bins that workers don't have to touch ensuring that people touch as little surfaces as 

possible. 

The above should have already been in the workplace if you were classified as an Essential Service 

under Level 5. 

 
We must also remember that OHS is NOT only the responsibility of the employer but also the 
employee as defined by: 
 

Worker obligations 
41. In addition to the obligations of employees under the OHSA, every worker is obliged to comply 
with measures introduced by their employer as required by this Directive. 

Note: As mentioned in previous issues, PAAZA is collating a guideline for the wildlife industry in 

Africa which will combine all relevant regulations/guidelines globally. Also, no matter which 

category applies to your facility, a BIOSECURITY protocol/SOP needs to be in place and 

understood by EVERY member of staff or supplier or visitor. 

 

PAAZA offers exclusive to PAAZA Members and affiliated wildlife facilities 

Since there are a number of these, we decided to combine them under one section: 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmensacivica.com%2Funa-sola-salud%2F&psig=AOvVaw3-NJSAbYLg9wly0DKbQuxC&ust=1587451439861000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJighNez9ugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABA8


Africa – COVID-19 update Issue 39                              www.paaza.africa           Page 3 of 17 
 

        

PAAZA can be the conduit for all your new business ideas - If this is something you would like to embrace, 

please send your ideas to johnw@zoosafrica.com and if there is a big enough uptake, we will create a new 

section of www.paaza.africa  

Appeal notices - To further assist bona-fide ‘In Controlled Environment’ facilities, PAAZA has created a 

section on www.paaza.africa is dedicated to posting appeal notices from African facilities in distress. Your 

appeal notice should be in either .png or .jpeg format. The notice should not be larger than 2meg. An 

example, UWEC, has been posted on PAAZA FB. 

Sourcing equipment – Through it’s technical partner, PAAZA will be sourcing equipment and supplies in 

bulk to particularly address the new biosecurity regulations. 

Should you be interested in any of the above, please send an email to the Executive office: 

johnw@zoosafrica.com  

 As we all prepare for this mammoth task of readiness, PAAZA will continue to source equipment 

and where necessary, develop protocols/guidelines to assist the wildlife industry. Remember, YOU 

are NOT alone – together we WILL learn to deal with this new way of life. Let the ‘One Health 

Triad’ be your guiding light.   

Closing thought:  

“The sooner we as the wildlife industry can prove we are ready to open, the better it will be for 

any application to have this considered by relevant authorities.” 

 

 

 
 
KEEPER CORNER – Enrichment is an integral 

part of animal welfare 

Module 5 of the PAAZA ‘Competency Certificate 

Quick Reference Cards’ (a few cards are shown 

below) focuses on Enrichment. As the wildlife 

industry heads towards re-opening to visitors, the 

animals in your care need to be prepared to re-

adapt to the hustle and bustle and NOISE of people 

once again. As an animal keeper/carer, it is YOUR 

responsibility to ensure that this transition is 

without due stress (mini card 2 alongside).  

http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
http://www.paaza.africa/
http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
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We would like to re-iterate A call-out to Animal Keepers/Carers – we need YOUR valued 

observations of the animals in your care at this time please. 

In an effort to add value to your observations as an animal keeper/carer and identify common  

trends in our animals in this changing world, we would like YOU to share your observations with 

the PAAZA Executive office. This is NOT a daily report but rather a casual note. 

 

Contact details: You can either sms or send a Whatsapp to: 0832279918 or if you want to send a 

longer note: johnw@zoosafrica.com An example of a typical message: ‘I have noticed a massive 

decrease in our Gibbon species vocalisation – Kara, LPZ’ or ‘The birds in my aviaries are very quiet 

– Esther, BFW’ 

 

Note: Your name and facility will NOT be used for any other purpose other than to follow-up on changes 

post lockdown. This is valuable information in further understanding wildlife in controlled environments 

and how we can best apply the 5 Domains.    

  
Closing Thought:  In order to provide the best care for your animals, YOU need to understand the 

behavioural needs of the animals in YOUR care. 

 

 

Thank You to those animal keepers/carers that have already registered on ‘Keeper Corner’ and 

also those who have sent their observations – greatly appreciated. 

 

Under PAAZA, you have the platform to share and grow your ideas through – ‘Keeper Corner’. 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
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Information - ‘Keeper Corner’ is a fully fledged portfolio under PAAZA dedicated to providing guidance and 

information for the specific activities of animal keepers/carers. With the dedicated assistance of Kara, Lory 

Park, in conjunction with the Executive office, our initial task is to update/clarify the database. To assist us 

in doing this, we need you to please register via the PAAZA mobile app. By downloading the app, you will 

also have access to all the ‘free to view’ information. 

 
  

 
SITUATION REPORTS 
 

SOUTH AFRICA      
       https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines  

 
 

 

As of 5 May 2020,  the National Institute for Communicable Diseases, a division of the National Health 

Laboratory Service, confirms 268 064 people have been tested in both public and private sectors. 

Our mortality rate has remained stable at around 1.9% since the first death was reported. This is below the 

world average which is 3.4% as estimated by the World Health Organisation - Minister of Health. 

Caution: The rise in positive cases needs to be conceptualised with the increased number of tests done as 

per example below:  

Testing data 3 May 2020 

 

 

Testing data 4 May 2020 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines
https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines
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Testing data 5 May 2020 

 

 

 

We were asked: “So what is the actual number of infected right now?”. We went on the search and found 

this graph. It plots Positive cases minus Recovered and deaths. We hope it is informative. 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Urgent court application to stop schools reopening struck off roll 
 

The Polokwane High Court in Limpopo has struck an urgent application off the roll that sought to prevent 

the Department of Basic Education from reopening schools under Level 4 of the national lockdown.  

http://www.paaza.africa/
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The application was lodged by the Tebeila Institute for Leadership, Education, Governance and Training and 

the African Institute for Human Rights and Constitutional Litigation.  

The Department of Basic Education has welcomed the dismissal of an application in the high court which 

sought to block the government from resuming teaching at schools under Level 4 of the nationwide 

lockdown. The department says Muller agreed with its argument that the Gauteng High Court in Pretoria 

was the competent court to adjudicate the case. Muller said this was because the offices of the department 

and the ministry were based in the capital. The department said it would now continue with the plan 

outlined by the minister last week. 

In a statement issued after the ruling, the department said it told the court "the contemplated reopening of 

schools had been developed together with provinces, other government departments, all stakeholders and 

civil society through a consultative process over a number of weeks". 

"The announcement of the Minister proposed tentative dates only. A final date for schools to reopen will be 

informed by the readiness of schools to reopen. In the answering affidavit,” the Director-General, 

Mathanzima Mweli, said that Minister Angie Motshekga did not come up with the draft Recovery Plan 

overnight but it was being developed with rational, considered and responsible input from stakeholders as 

well as interested and affected parties.” 

"Furthermore that a decision to reopen schools will only be finally determined after the National 

Coronavirus Command Council has approved the school recovery plans and is satisfied with the risk 

assessment completed," the statement read. It said the Department of Health would also need to approve 

the reopening of schools. 

Last week, the institute said the plan to open schools did not "protect children's right to life because pupils 

will be exposed to the possibility of contracting Covid-19. Children, unlike adults, are not responsible 

enough to look after themselves". 

Western Cape roads get busier over travel 'grace period' 
 

Road travel in the Western Cape picked up during this week's grace period for a once-off movement of 
people to go home as the lockdown was eased slightly to Level 4. In terms of changes to nationwide 
lockdown regulations, a once-off movement of people is allowed this week to accommodate those who 
were not at home when the lockdown began, or for people who need to move between provinces or 
metropolitan areas to get home or to work. People have until 7 May to make use of this once-off grace 
period. 

Govt department investigating alleged 'scam' after repatriated expats suffer in 'unhygienic' 

quarantine facility 
A group of South Africans who were repatriated from the United States on Sunday have endured a 

nightmare, after they were taken to a facilities that they were not meant to be sent to in what the Minister 

of Public Works, Patricia de Lille, believes to be a scam. 

Speaking to News24, de Lille said the department was investigating an incident where 180 repatriates from 

the US were taken to different quarantine sites that the department had not signed off on. These included 

an Eskom, Telkom and Transnet site which had no authorisation from the department. "The people that 

had authorised the diversion of the 180 people and diverted them to Eskom and all those places, had no 

authority from the Department of Public Works. Therefore, I’ve written to the director general this morning, 

I want a full investigation," de Lille said. "We don’t know the reasons of why they decided to divert people… 

I think it is definitely a scam and that’s why I have asked for an immediate investigation," she added. De 

Lille said she had instructed that the repatriates be moved immediately to the hotel that was originally 

procured for them. 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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AFRICA 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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UGANDA 

 

 

KENYA 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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DRC Congo 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Please remember: Although we are all consumed by Coronavirus and COVID-19, we must not 

loose sight of the fact that there are other crises within our region and globally.  

 

Uganda began slowly easing coronavirus measures, allowing a number of businesses to re-open, 

even as its five-week lockdown was extended for another two weeks. 

The DR Congo government fears a "large-scale" spread of the Covid-19 pandemic after around 100 

inmates of a military prison tested positive for the virus. 

 

Meanwhile, Lesotho has announced that a coronavirus lockdown would be tentatively lifted, in 

the only country in Africa yet to report a single case of Covid-19. 

 

 

GLOBAL 

NEWS 

UK now has second-highest death toll - The UK's death toll from the coronavirus has topped 32 000, 

according to an updated count released today by the country's Office for National Statistics. The figures 

pushed UK past Italy to become the second-most affected country after the US. The new toll has not yet 

been incorporated into the official daily figures, which record the current number of deaths as 29 427.  

The health ministry had previously announced only the deaths in hospitals of those who had tested positive 

for the virus. 

Big virus outbreak among medical staff in Spain - More than 70% of new virus cases detected in Spain over 

the past 24 hours have been among medical staff, its health ministry said on Tuesday. 

 

And in the US, exports plunged 9.6% in March - the biggest monthly decline on record - increasing the 

trade deficit to $44.4 billion as the coronavirus pandemic disrupted global commerce. 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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http://www.paaza.africa/
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Data as reported by national authorities by 10:00 CET 5 May 2020  

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report – 106 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS total (new) cases in last 24 hours  

 

Globally   3 517 345 cases (81 454) 243 401 deaths (3797) 

 

Africa           32 570 cases (2036)             1112 deaths (27)  

Americas   1 477 447 cases (43 691)      79 590 deaths (1763)  

Eastern Mediterranean  213 376 cases (7077)           8115 deaths (144)  

Europe   1 566 684 cases (22 539)                         145 602 deaths (1615)  

South-East Asia           72 688 cases (5015)           2682 deaths (219)  

Western Pacific         153 868 cases (1096)             6287 deaths (29) 

WHO RISK ASSESSMENT Global Level Very High 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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HIGHLIGHTS  

  
Every year on May 5 we celebrate Hand Hygiene Day to mobilize people around the world to increase 

adherence to hand hygiene practices in healthcare facilities. In his media briefing, the Director-General 

reminded us that ‘around the world,  fewer than two-thirds of healthcare facilities are equipped with hand 

hygiene stations, and 3 billion people lack soap and water at home’. Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh, WHO 

Regional Director for South-East Asia,  said that ‘Effective infection prevention and control measures, 

including hand hygiene, are crucial to ensuring health facilities do not become hubs of COVID-19 

transmission’.  

A WHO COVID-19 mission has arrived in Tajikistan to support the country’s response to the pandemic.  

Today also marks the International Day of the Midwife. Midwives provide life-saving services to pregnant 

women, ensuring healthy outcomes for women and their babies. As the Director-General said in his media 

briefing, ‘They’re risking their lives to give life to others.’ WHO Regional Office for Europe has released a 

news article of the experiences of a midwife in Italy.  

Yesterday leaders from 40 countries  around the world came together to support the Access to COVID19 

Tools (ACT) Accelerator, a WHO initiative to support the development, production and equitable 

distribution of vaccines, diagnostics and therapeutics against COVID-19. Some €7.4 billion  were pledged, in 

what  the Director-General  described as a ‘powerful and inspiring demonstration of global solidarity’. 

 

SUBJECT IN FOCUS: Operations Support and Logistics update 

UN-led purchasing consortium procures diagnostic tests for delivery to 135 countries  

Unprecedented global demand for Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), ventilators and other critical items 

for the COVID-19 response has resulted in acute supply shortages. WHO is working across several different 

sectors to enable countries with the most limited means to access markets for vital medical supplies to 

tackle the COVID-19 pandemic.   

WHO – together with other UN agencies, NGOs and donor partners – are negotiating collectively with 

manufacturers through a pooled procurement process, to address global market shortages in the three 

categories of vital supplies essential for the COVID-19 response: PPE; diagnostics; and biomedical 

equipment.   

With support from the Solidarity Response Fund, the diagnostics consortium has secured 4 million manual 

Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) tests for $49 million, and initiated purchase orders for allocation and 

distribution to 135 countries for the month of May. These initial purchases will serve as a catalyst for 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/04-05-2020-promote-hand-hygiene-to-save-lives-and-combat-covid-19
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/04-05-2020-promote-hand-hygiene-to-save-lives-and-combat-covid-19
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/04-05-2020-promote-hand-hygiene-to-save-lives-and-combat-covid-19
https://www.who.int/maternal_child_adolescent/news/events/international-day-midwife-5-may-2020/en/
https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---4-may-2020
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator
https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---4-may-2020
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securing supplies for additional procurement, as payments from countries receiving these deliveries will 

provide additional funding for procuring more supplies and equipment for allocation and delivery in the 

coming months.  

WHO is engaged in discussions with suppliers to explore further channels of cooperation for sourcing 

pooled procurement of PPE, testing supplies and biomedical equipment. Through a purchasing consortium 

for PPE, contracts have been secured from Chinese and Malaysian manufacturers for substantial volumes of 

masks, gloves and other critical supplies to protect frontline healthcare workers. WHO is currently in the 

process of placing purchase orders for these supplies, while the consortium continues efforts to secure 

additional quantities of PPE.  

WHO continues to strongly advocate for the urgent need to increase production of these life-saving 

supplies to strengthen response capacity of Member States confronting the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

WHO has launched a new COVID-19 Supply Portal   

The COVID-19 Supply Portal is a purpose-built tool to facilitate and consolidate submission of supply 

requests from national authorities and all implementing partners supporting COVID-19 National Action 

Plans. Those requests will then be matched against purchasing agencies of the Consortia that can execute 

the order and process it, utilizing their existing ordering systems. A catalogue of items that can be 

requested is available online and is broadly divided into three categories: personal protective equipment, 

diagnostics, and clinical management. The Portal is accessed via the COVID-19 Partners Platform, which is 

accessed here, and provides further information including a video and guide to requesting and receiving 

supplies and frequently asked questions.   

Guidance on its roll-out and use has been provided to the UN Development Coordination Office, WHO 

Regional Directors, UN agencies and other key actors.  WHO is preparing a circular to introduce the Portal 

to Member States and national authorities. 

 

We know there are a tremendous amount of statistics out there but we aim to give you the 

overall picture. We will add new graphs intermittently within the report. 

Please note: the global stats below EXCLUDE China 

 

Good news is a small increase in new cases AND the increase in recoveries 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/20200417-catalogue-v1.pdf?sfvrsn=ddd851d5_6
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/20200417-catalogue-v1.pdf?sfvrsn=ddd851d5_6
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/strategies-plans-and-operations
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/strategies-plans-and-operations
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EDUCATION 

Biosecurity is a ‘Shared Responsibility’ which means that EVERY human is responsible in 

practicing and ensuring that fellow humans practice good sanitisation as requested/legislated by 

governments. 

 

 

CLOSING MOMENTS 

PAAZA has also developed some creative ideas for your use to enable you and your facilities to 

make a conservation difference. Why not visit: http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-

lockdown.html and http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html (this one also 

available on mobile app). 

Let us take time to embrace the wonders of nature 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html
https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fu.osu.edu%2Fextensiongreene%2F2018%2F04%2F05%2Fexhibitors-should-remember-to-practice-4-h-pledge-this-time-of-year%2F&psig=AOvVaw0sVDedqvc19f22Y5WhZivw&ust=1588834560649000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNDYyZLUnukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABBL

