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COVID-19 UPDATE 

& SURVIVAL 

03 May , 2020  

 

“We cannot allow the impact of COVID-19 to be amplified by neglecting other vital health 

protection measures” . This was a statement to the press by Dr Hans Henri P. Kluge, WHO 

Regional Director for Europe during immunization week. “We should do everything within our 

powers to prevent children becoming victims of this pandemic due to their vulnerability of vaccine-

preventable diseases such as measles, diphtheria, mumps and rubella. COVID-19 cannot be 

permitted to claim this collateral damage.” 

The core of the message – we must not loose sight of the planetary picture: “We cannot risk 

seeing the tragedy of COVID-19 mirrored in a second catastrophe.” We only have One Earth! 

 

Thought for the day is from WHO’s Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean: 

“Collective action and commitment is the only way to mitigate the pandemic.”  

 

 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/ 

 
Send "hi" to +41 79 893 18 92 

on WhatsApp – English 

https://www.who.int/ 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.nicd.ac.za/2020/03/28/
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/
https://www.who.int/
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PLANNING for POST LOCKDOWN 

Moving out of Lockdown – Conservation starts at your facility  

 

 

 

A headline that caught our eye - Single-use plastics boom amid coronavirus panic 

A renewed commitment to hygiene is propping up sales of previously out-of-favour plastics like 
polystyrene, as consumers relegate environmental priorities while trying to stay clear of the 
coronavirus. "The value of packaging to keep food safe has sometimes been overlooked," Charles 
Heaulme, CEO of Finnish packaging maker Huhtamaki Oyj, said. "People wanted to ban polystyrene 
in a bit of a throwing the baby out with the bath water," McQuade said. "There are things we 
need to do. We need to show it is recyclable and have systems in place to show we can collect and 
sort." 

The coronavirus is turning out to be an opportunity for polysterene makers to do just that, 
according to CEOs of both Trinseo and Styrolution. The two companies are rolling out de-
polymerisation plants, which break down the material to molecules for reconstituting into a 
polymer suitable for direct contact with foods such as yoghurts, they said. 

Asked why the return to plastic: "One of the benefits of plastic is that it’s cheap," Smuts said in an 

interview. "When consumers are hard pressed for cash and have no disposable income, there’s a 

risk they switch back to old bad habits and that might include single-use plastic." Nampak CEO Erik 

Smuts predicts the trend will persist among those whose disposable income will be squeezed the 

most, especially if the pandemic sparks a recession. His Johannesburg-based firm saw an increase 

in demand for rigid plastic containers toward the end of March. 

 

The key phrase from the above is: “There are things we need to do” which leads to “there are 

things we should be doing even in this time of crisis – we still need to care for the environment.” 

As wildlife facilities, promoting Planetary Health does not have to stop just because we do not 

have visitors. With most people trolling the internet, they will encounter your web site at some 

stage and your initial message is what will draw them back. Whilst showcasing our wonderful 

world of wildlife, why not just add a message of an action that everyone can embrace, even under 

lockdown conditions: 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmensacivica.com%2Funa-sola-salud%2F&psig=AOvVaw3-NJSAbYLg9wly0DKbQuxC&ust=1587451439861000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJighNez9ugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABA8
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PAAZA has also developed some creative ideas for your use to enable you and your facilities to 

make a conservation difference. Why not visit: http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-

lockdown.html and http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html (this one also 

available on mobile app). 

PAAZA offers exclusive to PAAZA Members and affiliated wildlife facilities 

Since there are a number of these, we decided to combine them under one section: 

PAAZA can be the conduit for all your new business ideas - If this is something you would like to embrace, 

please send your ideas to johnw@zoosafrica.com and if there is a big enough uptake, we will create a new 

section of www.paaza.africa  

Appeal notices - To further assist bona-fide ‘In Controlled Environment’ facilities, PAAZA has created a 

section on www.paaza.africa is dedicated to posting appeal notices from African facilities in distress. Your 

appeal notice should be in either .png or .jpeg format. The notice should not be larger than 2meg. An 

example, UWEC, has been posted on PAAZA FB. 

Sourcing equipment – Through it’s technical partner, PAAZA will be sourcing equipment and supplies in 

bulk to particularly address the new biosecurity regulations. 

Should you be interested in any of the above, please send an email to the Executive office: 

johnw@zoosafrica.com  

 As we all prepare for this mammoth task of readiness, PAAZA will continue to source equipment 

and where necessary, develop protocols/guidelines to assist the wildlife industry. Remember, YOU 

http://www.paaza.africa/
http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
http://www.paaza.africa/
http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fecogreenlove.com%2F2015%2F08%2F21%2Fupcycle-recycle%2F&psig=AOvVaw0D6zeM4G07-1WPvqgrF3Uq&ust=1588655871366000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIiH3L-6mekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABBN
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are NOT alone – together we WILL learn to deal with this new way of life. Let the ‘One Health 

Triad’ be your guiding light.   

Closing thought:  

“The importance of recycling has been shown since it is one of the first industries to be included 

as essential to reopen as lockdown restrictions are relaxed.” 

 

 
 
 
KEEPER CORNER – The role of the Animal Keeper in the Animal Care Team 

 

The animal care team is an integral part of each animal’s life, there for the big events and for the 

mundane. We are there to clean, feed, enrich their lives, help with births, and watch over them 

each day. We develop relationships with each animal, get to know their quirks, their likes and 

dislikes, who gets along with who, and who might need some help – in a nutshell, their welfare. 

Two of the most important skills we [animal keepers/carers] have to learn to care for exotic 

animals are:  

1. Know what’s normal! Is that behavior a sign of injury, or a mating display? Is that lizard’s 

tongue supposed to be yellow, or is there something terrible going on? It can be very difficult 

sometimes to know what is healthy and what might indicate a problem.  

2. Describe what you see! Effective communication between animal keepers, managers and 

veterinary staff can expedite the appropriate care and welfare or ensure you don’t miss an 

important breeding window. 

Never has this been more important than during this pandemic and the complete change of 

routine. 

 
We would like to re-iterate A call-out to Animal Keepers/Carers – we need YOUR valued 

observations of the animals in your care at this time please. 

In an effort to add value to your observations as an animal keeper/carer and identify common  

trends in our animals in this changing world, we would like YOU to share your observations with 

the PAAZA Executive office. This is NOT a daily report but rather a casual note. 

 

Contact details: You can either sms or send a Whatsapp to: 0832279918 or if you want to send a 

longer note: johnw@zoosafrica.com An example of a typical message: ‘I have noticed a massive 

decrease in our Gibbon species vocalisation – Kara, LPZ’ or ‘The birds in my aviaries are very quiet 

– Esther, BFW’ 

 

Note: Your name and facility will NOT be used for any other purpose other than to follow-up on 

changes post lockdown. This is valuable information in further understanding wildlife in 

controlled environments and how we can best apply the 5 Domains.    

  

http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
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Closing Thought:  The animals’ stories through the keepers/carers eyes never really end.        

From the zoo and beyond, the most important contributing factor to our ultimate goal is:           

to end extinction. 

 

 
 

Thank You to those animal keepers/carers that have already registered on ‘Keeper Corner’ and 

also those who have sent their observations – greatly appreciated. 

 

Under PAAZA, you have the platform to share and grow your ideas through – ‘Keeper Corner’. 

 
Information - ‘Keeper Corner’ is a fully fledged portfolio under PAAZA dedicated to providing guidance and 

information for the specific activities of animal keepers/carers. With the dedicated assistance of Kara, Lory 

Park, in conjunction with the Executive office, our initial task is to update/clarify the database. To assist us 

in doing this, we need you to please register via the PAAZA mobile app. By downloading the app, you will 

also have access to all the ‘free to view’ information. 

 
  

 
SITUATION REPORTS 
 

SOUTH AFRICA      
       https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines  

 
 

 

As of 3 May 2020,  the National Institute for Communicable Diseases, a division of the National Health 

Laboratory Service, confirms 245 747 people have been tested in both public and private sectors. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines
https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines
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447 new Covid-19 cases in a single day, as death toll rises to 131  

 

The number of Covid-19 cases has risen by 447 to a total of 6 783. This is the first time the numbers have 

increased by more than 400 cases in a day. Health Minister Zwelini Mkhize announced the increase on 

Sunday night, adding that eight more people had died. Of these, two died in the Western Cape, four in the 

Eastern Cape, and two in Gauteng.  

Caution: The rise in positive cases needs to be conceptualised with the increased number of tests done as 

per example below:  

Testing data 2 May 2020 – media release Department Health 

13 164 tests were done in the last 24 hours. This is the highest number of tests done in a 24 hour cycle to 

date with 385 new cases. 

Testing data 3 May 2020 

 

 

We were asked: “So what is the actual number of infected right now?”. We went on the search and found 

this graph. It plots Positive cases minus Recovered and deaths. We hope it is informative. 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://twitter.com/nicd_sa
https://twitter.com/nicd_sa
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More than 10 000 food parcels to be given to small-scale fishers  

 

More than 10 000 food parcels will be delivered to distressed small-scale and interim relief fishers 

across the country. In a partnership between the Department of Environment, Forestry and 

Fisheries, FishSA, major fishing corporations and the SA Fishing Development fund, registered 

small-scale fishers in the Cape Town Metro, West Coast, and Northern Cape will receive the 

parcels from Monday. During the next week, registered small-scale fishers in the Eastern Cape and 

KwaZulu-Natal will receive parcels. 

Although fishing has been declared an essential service, the closure of domestic restaurants has 

hit small-scale fishers hard and many struggle to find a market for their catch. Environment, 

Forestry and Fisheries Minister Barbara Creecy said: "The generosity of Fish SA, the SA Fishing 

Development Fund, as well as several large-scale commercial fishing companies, has made this 

possible and I want to thank them for taking the initiative to help thousands of families in distress." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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AFRICA 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please remember: Although we are all consumed by Coronavirus and COVID-19, we must not 

loose sight of the fact that there are other crises within our region and globally.  

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Experts warn on fragile healthcare in Africa to deal with coronavirus 

More than two months after Egypt became the first country in Africa to confirm a coronavirus case, the 

outbreak appears to have reached almost every nation on the continent of 1.2 billion people. Of Africa's 54 

countries, only one has yet to report a case of the virus: Lesotho. As African countries start relaxing 

lockdown restrictions, Experts warn fragile healthcare systems in many African countries could be 

overwhelmed in the face of a severe outbreak of Covid-19, the highly infectious respiratory disease caused 

by the coronavirus. 

Virus efforts jeopardise vaccines for millions of MENA children: UN 

The coronavirus pandemic could jeopardise vaccination campaigns in the Middle East and North Africa, 

Unicef warned on Sunday, saying millions of children could miss out on polio and measles immunisations. 

The UN agency said most countries in the region were continuing with routine campaigns, under strict 

controls to prevent the spread of the virus. But it warned that some vaccination campaigns had been 

suspended as health workers were diverted to fighting the Covid-19 illness. 

"As a result, one in five children or 10 million children under the age of five risk missing their polio 

vaccination," it said in a statement. "Nearly 4.5 million children under the age of 15 risk missing their 

measles vaccination." Ted Chaiban, Unicef's regional director, said it was "absolutely critical that every child 

gets immunised against deadly diseases including polio, measles, diphtheria and hepatitis". 

Unicef and the World Health Organisation warned in mid-April that around 117 million children 

worldwide risked contracting measles as dozens of countries curtailed vaccination programmes to battle 

the pandemic. 

 

As fast as media houses could adapt, tech giants like Facebook and Google began eating into advertising 

revenue that was meant to be the saviour of newsrooms migrating from print to a digital platform.  

For at least a decade, media houses have faced numerous challenges. The rise of the internet and social 

media platforms resulted in something of an information overload for many consumers, sometimes at the 

expense of credible news agencies. Losing out on a month of business, companies are bound to emerge out 

of the lockdown the worse for wear, with no money to advertise in media outlets, physical or digital. 

Yet at the same time, research suggests, mainstream media still has a crucial role to play in combating a 

disproportionate engagement with "fake news" on social media. A recent study by Oxford University's 

Reuters Institute on Covid-19 "fake news" found that so-called "influencers" – politicians, celebrities and 

other figures – were responsible for the spread or production of 20% of false claims about the coronavirus.  

However, it also found, their posts accounted for nearly 70% of total social media engagement. 

"On the digital side, the most money goes to Google and Facebook. In the local industry, there is no point in 

advertising in some spheres, because there are no buyers.” - Professor of economics at University of 

Stellenbosch and Media24 director Rachel Jafta 

 

GLOBAL 

NEWS 

Swiss soldiers fight Covid-19 armed with Bluetooth app - Swiss army conscripts are taking the fight to the 

coronavirus pandemic by field-testing a Bluetooth-based smartphone app aimed at stopping a resurgence 

of Covid-19. The rapidly-created app traces people who have inadvertently crossed paths with someone 

infected with the virus. It uses wireless technology with each phone registering the others it has come into 

close proximity with for a sustained period of time. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/types-sources-and-claims-covid-19-misinformation
https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/types-sources-and-claims-covid-19-misinformation
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http://www.paaza.africa/


Africa – COVID-19 update Issue 37                              www.paaza.africa           Page 11 of 13 
 

        

 

 
Data as reported by national authorities by 10:00 CET 3 May 2020  

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report – 104 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS total (new) cases in last 24 hours  

 

Globally   3 349 786 cases (82 763) 238 628 deaths (8657) 

  

Africa   29 438 cases (1465) 1064 deaths (51)  

Americas  1 384 641 cases (44 050)  78 409 deaths (6213)  

Eastern Mediterranean   200 609 cases (5618) 7871 deaths (130)  

Europe   1 518 895 cases (27 032) 142 667 deaths (2081)  

South-East Asia   64 047 cases (3557) 2375 deaths (119)  

Western Pacific  151 444 cases (1041) 6229 deaths (63) 

WHO RISK ASSESSMENT Global Level Very High 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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HIGHLIGHTS  

  
WHO has recently updated the document  on Country Preparedness and Response Status for COVID19.The 

document highlighted that all countries are at risk and need to prepare for and respond to COVID-19. Each 

country is encouraged to plan its preparedness and response actions in line with the global Strategic 

Preparedness and Response Plan.  

As Yemen confirms its first cases of COVID-19, WHO’s Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean issued 

a statement, stressing that collective action and commitment is the only way to mitigate the pandemic. “As 

long as even one case is unidentified and not properly treated, isolated and contacts traced, COVID-19 will 

continue to pose a significant threat to the Yemeni people and the country’s struggling health system”.  

WHO has recently published FAQs for COVID-19 Supply Portal. The COVID-19 Supply Portal is a purpose 

built tool to facilitate national authorities and all implementing partners supporting COVID-19 National 

Action Plans to request critical supplies.  

Since 15 April, WHO is providing weekly update on COVID-19, with the latest update published on 1 May. 

The report complements the daily situation reports, in addition to providing details on WHO funding 

mechanism. 

SUBJECT IN FOCUS: 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/updated-country-preparedness-and-response-status-for-covid-19-as-of-30-april-2020
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-by-who-regional-office-for-the-eastern-mediterranean-on-covid-19-in-yemen.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-by-who-regional-office-for-the-eastern-mediterranean-on-covid-19-in-yemen.html
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/covid-19-supply-portal-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/weekly-update-on-covid-19---1-may-2020
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We know there are a tremendous amount of statistics out there but we aim to give you the 

overall picture. We will add new graphs intermittently within the report. 

Please note: the global stats below EXCLUDE China 

Good news is the decline in new cases BUT there is also a decline in recoveries 

 

CLOSING MOMENTS 

Some people are lucky enough to be in lockdown in a wildlife estate - ENJOY 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.century21wildlife.co.za%2Fc%2Fwildlife-estate-living%2F338&psig=AOvVaw0DXIICXlTfLKmL9yqy6vCL&ust=1588664406517000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPCyjZ_amekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAb
https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.massaudubon.org%2Flearn%2Fnature-wildlife&psig=AOvVaw0DXIICXlTfLKmL9yqy6vCL&ust=1588664406517000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPCyjZ_amekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAh

