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COVID-19 UPDATE 

& SURVIVAL 

29 April , 2020  

 

As South Africa awoke to a reduction to Level 4 Lockdown regulations, the SM was clogged with 
messages from people enjoying the ‘fresh air’. This prompted a reminder of one of the factors that 
led to global lockdowns - AIR POLLUTION. 

Air pollution is a major risk factor and contributor to the major chronic diseases that increase 
the  severity and risk of death from COVID-19, including chronic respiratory diseases, 
cardiovascular  diseases, hypertension, diabetes, strokes and cancers. People undergoing cancer 
treatments are at a higher risk because their immune system is compromised. (CDC 2020.) 

High levels of air pollution affect the natural defences of the body against airborne viruses, 
making people more likely to contract viral diseases, and this is likely to be true for SARS-CoV-2 as 
well. This means that it is likely that air pollution exposure is contributing to  the spread of the 
disease. A strong body of existing scientific research shows that a significant part of the  burden of 
diseases like chronic respiratory disease, heart disease, asthma and diabetes worldwide is 
attributable to air pollution. This means that past air pollution exposure is now contributing to 
the death toll and the enormous pressure on healthcare systems from the disease.  

 

A still grabbed from an April 2020 video handout by Italian zoologist Andrea Mangoni shows a crab in the 
Venice lagoon, during the country's lockdown on 26 April 2020.  

Reference:  

Thought for the day is from One Health, One World’: 

“Air pollution is not the only factor we need to consider when we embrace ‘One Health’ – it is 

‘Planetary Health’ that needs to be embraced.” 

 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/ 

 
Send "hi" to +41 79 893 18 92 

on WhatsApp – English 

https://www.who.int/ 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.nicd.ac.za/2020/03/28/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/groups-at-higher-risk.html
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/
https://www.who.int/
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PLANNING for POST LOCKDOWN 

Moving out of Lockdown – A graphic representation  

 

 

 

 

 

PAAZA offers exclusive to PAAZA Members and affiliated wildlife facilities 

Since there are a number of these, we decided to combine them under one section: 

PAAZA can be the conduit for all your new business ideas - If this is something you would like to embrace, 

please send your ideas to johnw@zoosafrica.com and if there is a big enough uptake, we will create a new 

section of www.paaza.africa  

Appeal notices - To further assist bona-fide ‘In Controlled Environment’ facilities, PAAZA has created a 

section on www.paaza.africa is dedicated to posting appeal notices from African facilities in distress. Your 

appeal notice should be in either .png or .jpeg format. The notice should not be larger than 2meg. An 

example, UWEC, has been posted on PAAZA FB. 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
http://www.paaza.africa/
http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmensacivica.com%2Funa-sola-salud%2F&psig=AOvVaw3-NJSAbYLg9wly0DKbQuxC&ust=1587451439861000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJighNez9ugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABA8
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Sourcing equipment – Through it’s technical partner, PAAZA will be sourcing equipment and supplies in 

bulk to particularly address the new biosecurity regulations. 

Should you be interested in any of the above, please send an email to the Executive office: 

johnw@zoosafrica.com  

 As we all prepare for this mammoth task of readiness, PAAZA will continue to source equipment 

and where necessary, develop protocols/guidelines to assist the wildlife industry. Remember, YOU 

are NOT alone – together we WILL learn to deal with this new way of life. Let the ‘One Health 

Triad’ be your guiding light.   

Closing thought:  

“Every action has a rippled effect. The more you stimulate the same ripple the larger its impact 

and the longer it lasts in the mind.” – Planetary Health 

 

 
 
KEEPER CORNER – Today a reminder of our requests specifically for animal keepers/carers 

 

Thank You to those animal keepers/carers that have already registered on ‘Keeper Corner’ and 

also those who have sent their observations – greatly appreciated. 

 

Closing Thought:  No matter the crisis, the welfare of your animals should never be 

compromised. 

 

Under PAAZA, you have the platform to share and grow your ideas through – ‘Keeper Corner’. 

 
Information - ‘Keeper Corner’ is a fully fledged portfolio under PAAZA dedicated to providing guidance and 

information for the specific activities of animal keepers/carers. With the dedicated assistance of Kara, Lory 

Park, in conjunction with the Executive office, our initial task is to update/clarify the database. To assist us 

in doing this, we need you to please register via the PAAZA mobile app. By downloading the app, you will 

also have access to all the ‘free to view’ information. 

 

We would like to re-iterate A call-out to Animal Keepers/Carers – we need YOUR valued 

observations of the animals in your care at this time please. 

In an effort to add value to your observations as an animal keeper/carer and identify common  

trends in our animals in this changing world, we would like YOU to share your observations with 

the PAAZA Executive office. This is NOT a daily report but rather a casual note. 

 

Contact details: You can either sms or send a Whatsapp to: 0832279918 or if you want to send a 

longer note: johnw@zoosafrica.com An example of a typical message: ‘I have noticed a massive 

decrease in our Gibbon species vocalisation – Kara, LPZ’ or ‘The birds in my aviaries are very quiet 

– Esther, BFW’ 

 
Note: Your name and facility will NOT be used for any other purpose other than to follow-up on changes 

post lockdown. This is valuable information in further understanding wildlife in controlled environments 

and how we can best apply the 5 Domains.    

http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
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SITUATION REPORTS 
 
 

SOUTH AFRICA      
       https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines  

 
 

 

As of 30 April 2020,  the National Institute for Communicable Diseases, a division of the National Health 

Laboratory Service, confirms 207 530 people have been tested in both public and private sectors. 

  

 

 

 

NICD  

Question: If I get sick with #COVID19, how long will it take before I feel 

better?  

Answer: Those with mild cases of #COVID19 appear to recover within 

one to two weeks. For severe cases, recovery may take six weeks or 

more. In South Africa, 2072 people have recovered from #COVID19 

  

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines
https://twitter.com/nicd_sa
https://twitter.com/nicd_sa
https://twitter.com/nicd_sa
https://twitter.com/nicd_sa
https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines
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We were asked: “So what is the actual number of infected right now?”. We went on the search and found 

this graph. It plots Positive cases minus Recovered and deaths. We hope it is informative. 

 

 

As the screening process intensifies, so we will see increases in daily confirmed cases – delicate balance  

 

Half of the people who tested positive for Covid-19 in Gauteng did not show symptoms and may have 

gone around infecting others, said Gauteng Premier David Makhura during a provincial command council 

briefing on Thursday. He added the screening of people was vital, especially with the flu season 

approaching. 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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The NICD wishes GOARN a Happy 20th Anniversary 

The Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network (GOARN), comprising 250 institutions worldwide, 

including United Nations Agencies, international and national non-governmental organisations, public 

health institutions, academia and highly specialist networks, marks its 20th anniversary on 28 April 2020. 

This is a significant and unprecedented landmark for multi-disciplinary and multi-institutional collaboration 

for international outbreak response. The network has stood the test of time and significantly contributed to 

combating highly formidable newly emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases, with the most recent 

ones including large outbreaks of Ebola virus disease, Zika fever, and COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Your 6-month prescription expiring? Your pharmacist may extend it, new regulations state  

if you have an expiring six-month prescription, under certain circumstances, you will not have to visit the 

doctor for a while longer, according to new regulations. In an amendment to the Medicines and Related 

Substances Act, schedule 2, 3 and 4 drugs will be subject to extensions by dispensing pharmacists for a 

further six months. 

The act previously limited the dispensing of the scheduled, prescribed drugs to six months whereafter a 

new prescription from the prescribing doctor would be required. But the amendment to the act, section 

22A(6)(f), allows for schedule 2, 3 and 4 drugs to be excluded from that requirement. 

According to the Government Gazette, this amendment was subject to schedule 2, 3, and 4 drugs not being 

dispensed "for a period longer than 12 months from the date of issue of a prescription issued by an 

authorised prescriber".  

The prescription will be extended "in accordance with the original prescription in order to ensure that 

therapy is not disrupted, if the person dispensing the prescription is satisfied that an authorised prescriber 

initiated the therapy with the intention that the therapy be continued". 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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A phone call can be made at the dispensing pharmacist's discretion - where a patient has a history of being 

on medication it would not be deemed necessary to call the doctor. If a patient's chronic condition is 

perhaps not stable the pharmacist might want to call the doctor to determine if the patient must remain on 

the medication. 

 

SA risks losing 7 million jobs, reaching over 50% unemployment: Treasury's grim worst-case scenario 

A tough road lies ahead for the SA economy, with job losses potentially reaching up to seven million as a 

result of the coronavirus pandemic, according to projections by National Treasury.  

This would take the country's already record unemployment rate as high as 50%.  

In a briefing to members of the finance, appropriations and public accounts committees on Thursday, 

Finance Minister Tito Mboweni and Treasury Director General Dondo Mogajane painted a dire picture of 

the state of the South African economy. 

The domestic economy was already taking strain before Covid-19 hit SA shores, Mboweni lamented. The 

ratings downgrades by Fitch, Moody's and, more recently, S&P, have not helped the situation either. 

"It is a sad day for me and for South Africa. If we are out of the JP Morgan Index by tomorrow, it is bad 

news," Mboweni said of the S&P downgrade, further into junk status, which was announced late last night. 
Treasury's projections show the manufacturing, construction, trade, catering and accommodation and 

financial and business services sectors will be worse affected. Shocks to salaries and wages would also be 

larger for lower educated workers.  

 

New R350 unemployment grants will use WhatsApp for registration - and first tests have been 

completed 

 

The SA Social Security Agency (Sassa) has already quietly tested registration via WhatsApp for 

R350-per-month Covid-19 grants due to be paid to millions of unemployed people. The WhatsApp 

system, and an accompanying USSD registration system for those without smartphones, is also 

due to displace physical food parcels delivered as part of normal relief-of-distress grants. 

The system uses the government's existing Covid-19 WhatsApp line, on 060 012 3456, which is 

now formally associated with the national department of health. The word "Sassa" sent to 060 

012 3456 is due to start the registration process, though at the time of the announcement, it 

triggered only a holding statement promising "SASSA will inform the public when applications via 

WhatsApp will resume". 

Another front end for registration, using USSD, is also due to be deployed, for use by those 

without access to a WhatsApp-capable smartphone. 

The Covid-19 grant is for those who are currently unemployed and who are receiving no other 

form of assistance. That group is thought to be between six and eight million people. 

Sassa has promised to check applicants against government databases, such as those for the 

Unemployment Insurance Fund, its own list of grant recipients, and those of the SA Revenue 

Service, to determine who is eligible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.fin24.com/Economy/sp-downgrades-sas-credit-rating-further-into-junk-citing-impact-of-coronavirus-20200429
https://www.fin24.com/Economy/sp-downgrades-sas-credit-rating-further-into-junk-citing-impact-of-coronavirus-20200429
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AFRICA 

 

Second last African country verifies confirmed coronavirus case 

Comoros has announced its first confirmed coronavirus infection, making it the second-last African country 

to report a Covid-19 case. The Indian Ocean archipelago and the tiny mountain kingdom of Lesotho were 

the only two countries without any registered coronavirus cases left on the continent. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Please remember: Although we are all consumed by Coronavirus and COVID-19, we must not 

loose sight of the fact that there are other crises within our region and globally.  

 

WHO Africa Media Leader Briefing on COVID-19 with support of the World Economic Forum took place at 

11:00 Geneva time 30 April 2020 with the below speakers: 

Dr Matshidiso Moeti, World Health Organization Regional Director for Africa 

Dr Zwelini Mkhize, Minister of Health of South Africa 

Professor Kojo Ansah Koram, Epidemiologist, Former Director, Noguchi Memorial Research Institute, Ghana 

 

Joined by: 

Dr Joe Phaahla, Deputy Minister of Health of South Africa 

Dr Michel Yao, World Health Organization Emergency Operations Programme Manager 

 

Moderated by: 

Adrian Monck, Managing Director, World Economic Forum 

In today’s COVID-19 in Africa briefing, topics ranged from the continent’s current low mortality rate and 

infection in conflict zones to balancing lives and livelihoods. 

Encouraging signs 

Dr Matshidiso Moeti, the World Health Organization’s Regional Director for Africa, on the three-month 

anniversary of the WHO declaring the coronavirus outbreak a global health emergency, kicked off the 

briefing with a summary of the regional situation: 34,000 cases across the continent, with 1,500 deaths. 

She was encouraged by a handful of small countries, including Namibia, Mauritania and the Seychelles, that 

had not reported any cases at all for a fortnight. She also noted positive results in South Africa, Ghana, 

Mauritius, Botswana, Mauritania and Niger, with three-week lockdowns producing a decline in new cases. 

But she was “very concerned” about significant community spread now occurring in several West African 

countries. 

Lives and livelihoods 

Politicians faced difficult decisions as the need to balance “lives and livelihoods” comes into play, as 

countries looked to ease restrictions and kickstart their economies. “In doing so, we are encouraging 

countries to adjust measures slowly and in line with the evidence,” Moeti said. 

Stopping the transmission of the virus remains the priority, which would mean establishing a “new 

normal” in public health. 

Large-scale testing was a key pillar of this process, as is “decentralising” the response to ensure healthcare 

centres do not become a vector of transmission. “Health facilities should have dual-track capacities for 

continuing the provision of essential services, so all staff take droplet precautions and know what to do if a 

person presents themselves with Covid-19-like symptoms,” she said. 

“Nor should education be neglected,” Moeti said: “Communities must be informed and empowered to 

adhere to the preventive measures, like good hand hygiene, cleaning surfaces in the house, and also to 

practice community-based surveillance by recognizing those who might be ill.” 

Finally, the day before International Labour Day, she thanked all healthcare workers risking their lives on 

the frontline. 

‘A coherent message’ 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.who.int/
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Dr Zwelini Mkhize, South Africa’s Minister of Health, outlined the country’s continent-leading containment 

strategy on COVID-19. The total number of cases stands at 5,350, with 2,073 recoveries and 103 death (a 

1.2% mortality rate). 

Dr Mkhize stressed this so-far impressive outcome had the result of a “whole nation” effort, across party 

lines, that had aimed at “one message” to get the country to respond as a “coherent unit”. 

After initial research revealed a possible “avalanche” of hospital admissions, the government had chosen to 

act proactively, he said, by testing upstream in communities. Sixty thousand field workers had screened 

nearly 6 million people for body temperature and other symptoms, allowing better management of the 

virus in the country’s densely packed urban neighbourhoods. 

In terms of testing individuals specifically for the virus, around 195,000 tests had been performed, with 

5,000 turning out positive – a 3% rate. 

The country’s so-far five-week lockdown, imposed to stop the virus entering from abroad and being 

transmitted at public gathering, had changed the curve of transmission, said Dr Mkhize. “It has assisted to 

deflect the exponential rise and flattened it a little bit. We are seeing a slightly different trajectory that has 

pushed the peak of the epidemic to around September in the best-case scenario, or July in the worst case.” 

The eventual shape of the epidemic would depend on the government’s strategy to exit lockdown, which 

would grade different parts of the country based on a five-stage system of how prepared they were to deal 

with the crisis. 

Reducing the transmission pool 

Professor Kojo Ansah Koram, epidemiologist and former Director of the Noguchi Memorial Research 

Institute, Ghana, revealed the country had currently seen 1,671 cases, 190 recoveries and 16 deaths, giving 

a 1% mortality rate. 

He commended his country’s early decision to test travellers and isolate positive cases: around 1,000 

individuals were quarantined and screened, and more than 10% had the virus. 

“That was a good [idea] – because at that one point we were not so sure what was happening. And all of 

them turned out to be asymptomatic, so these would have been thrown into the population and contributed 

to the transmission pool,” said Professor Koram. 

This early success solidified a policy of testing and tracing infected people in order to promptly remove 

them from contact with others – something assisted by the country’s three-week lockdown. After some 

initial difficulties, the country has currently performed between 110,000 and 120,000 tests. 

“What that means is that instead of us waiting at hospitals and health facilities to get suspected cases to 

test, we’ve actually gone into the population and try to find out who are those carrying the virus, and then 

get them out,” he said. 

Of the 1,483 cases currently under observation, 80% were in the capital, Accra, either at home or in 

isolation centres. Kumasi was another hotspot for infection. 

Young demographics 

In response to a question from Nigerian journalist Paul Adepoju about South Africa’s seemingly low 

mortality rate, Dr Mkhize emphasized it was still early to draw firm conclusions, but the country’s youthful 

demographics could be a factor. 

“We have noticed that many people are younger and healthier, therefore they tend to handle the 

infection better. Most of the patients who have succumbed have got underlying co-morbidities – this is a 

major factor – and most of them have been above 60,” he said. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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With regard to lessons going forward, Dr Mkhize emphasized better organization: “Our preparation 

should be in terms of creating triage systems in hospitals, so patients with respiratory systems are 

separated from the rest of the patients.” 

Trouble in Tanzania 

Bryan Pearson, from Africa Confidential, asked how concerned the WHO were about the situation unfolding 

in Dar es Salaam in Tanzania. “We are observing countries taking an approach to responding at different 

speeds,” replied Dr Moeti. 

Tanzania had lagged on fully implementing physical distancing, she noted – places of worship were still 

open while schools were closed, for example. The government had also taken time to prevent travel out of 

the capital once it was acknowledged to be an infection hub. 

“Through our country team and working with technical partners on the ground, we are continuing to advise 

the government in order to have those policy decisions taken based on data that will enable the government 

to get on top of the situation,” she said. 

Data vs reality 

Kenya’s Alphonse Shiundu, of Africa Check, asked Dr Koram about the practicalities of advising political 

leaders about epidemiological matters. 

“You work from a position of strength and you base your recommendations and suggestions on the data 

that is known,” said Dr Koram. 

But he emphasized that the situation on the ground often imposed practical limits. “If you are in a place 

like Accra, where there are a large majority of people in the informal sector, then your advice has to be 

weighed against the consideration of what happens to that daily population that has to go out on a daily 

basis and earn their bread. Your advice has to be managed in the context of all the other things.” 

Expecting an extension to the three-week lockdown in Ghana, he had been forced to “recalibrate” his 

recommendations, he said. 

Conflict zones 

The WHO team reiterated the vulnerability of displaced people and others in conflict zones to the 

coronavirus – such as in the Sahel, the Central African Republic and South Sudan. 

“Access is a critical area for our team on the ground to structure the response,” said Dr Michel Yao, World 

Health Organization Emergency Operations Programme Manager. Partnership with humanitarian 

organizations and other agencies was crucial to putting healthcare operations into place – often in remote 

areas far from capital cities. 

Sea change in South Africa 

Bloomberg Live’s Janice Kew asked if the COVID-19 response in South Africa might accelerate the country’s 

transition to universal health coverage (UHC). 

Dr Mkhize confirmed that the current crisis was causing sweeping changes in how the country’s 

healthcare operated: “We have agreed that we need to face the outbreak as a health sector – which 

mean we make decisions with private and public.” 

The initial wave of cases had been tested and treated privately, he said – and the government was 

continuing to negotiate “terms of engagement” with the private sector as the epidemic unfolded. “COVID-

19 will make the collaboration much closer,” he said. 

But UHC would have to wait until the coronavirus was dealt with, in order to attempt to align the 

interests of both public and private players, he stressed. 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/


Africa – COVID-19 update Issue 34                              www.paaza.africa           Page 12 of 17 
 

        

GLOBAL 

NEWS 

South Korea turns a corner  

For the first time since Covid-19 was detected there in February, South Korea reports zero new infections, 

suggesting its aggressive test-and-trace strategy is having results. 

Treatment hope? 

In the first evidence of successful treatment, a US clinical trial of the drug remdesivir shows that patients 

recovered about 30 percent faster than those on a placebo. "The data shows that remdesivir has a clear-

cut, significant, positive effect in diminishing the time to recovery," says Anthony Fauci, the top 

epidemiologist in the US. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Data as reported by national authorities by 10:00 CET 30 April 2020  

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report – 101 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS total (new) cases in last 24 hours  

 

Globally   3 090 445 confirmed (71 839)                 217 769 deaths (9797)  

  

European Region  1 434 649 confirmed (27 824) 135 961 deaths (6650)  

Region of the Americas   1 246 190 confirmed (33 102)                 65 228 deaths (2824)  

Eastern Mediterranean Region   182 417 confirmed (5489)                 7447 deaths (143)  

Western Pacific Region   147 743 confirmed (1294)                 6094 deaths (57)  

South-East Asia Region   54 021 confirmed (2670)                 2088 deaths (87)  

African Region   24 713 confirmed (1460)    938 deaths (36) 

WHO RISK ASSESSMENT Global Level Very High 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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HIGHLIGHTS  

  
WHO reminds health authorities to take specific steps to protect health care workers and communities 

during essential immunization activities during the COVID-19 pandemic. PAHO has published an article on 

this, available here.  

 • WHO AMRO/PAHO Director, Dr Carissa F. Etienne, has urged for vaccination programs to continue during 

the COVID-19 pandemic: “If we fall behind on routine immunizations, particularly for children, we risk 

outbreaks, thus overwhelming hospitals and clinics with preventable diseases in addition to COVID-19.” Her 

full statement is available here.  

 • WHO/EURO Director, Dr Hans Henri P. Kluge, called for transparent knowledge sharing, tailored support 

on the ground, and steadfast solidarity.  His statement is available here.   

 • WHO SEARO organized a meeting yesterday with vaccine manufacturers and national regulatory 

authorities to discuss future COVID-19 vaccine manufacturing in the Region. An article on this is available 

here.  

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.paho.org/en/news/29-4-2020-health-care-workers-must-be-protected-while-vaccinating-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.paho.org/en/node/70468
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/statements/2020/statement-through-transparent-knowledge-sharing,-tailored-support-on-the-ground,-and-steadfast-solidarity-we-will-beat-covid-19
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/29-04-2020-who-convenes-manufacturers-regulatory-authorities-meet-on-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/29-04-2020-who-convenes-manufacturers-regulatory-authorities-meet-on-covid-19-vaccines
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 • WHO endeavours to ensure that all Member States have timely and accurate testing capacity for COVID-

19. In the ‘Subject in Focus’ below, we describe some of the mechanisms WHO uses to support Member 

States. 

 

SUBJECT IN FOCUS: Detection of disease – an update on laboratory services for COVID-19 

Diagnostic laboratory testing is a cornerstone of the management of the COVID-19 pandemic. It allows for 

the detection of cases to inform care and for the isolation of infected individuals to interrupt disease 

transmission. Confirmatory testing also enables the disease to be tracked in the community and for clusters 

of cases to be identified. WHO endeavours to ensure that all Member States have timely and accurate 

testing capacity for COVID19. This is done through several mechanisms.  

First, a reference laboratory network has been established across the 6 WHO regions, and recently 

expanded to include some two dozen laboratories with expertise in virology, diagnostics, sequencing, and 

often viral culture (see Figure 2 below). These laboratories act to support Member States that currently do 

not have testing capacity or need to get confirmation of their initial test results while building in-country 

capacity. These same laboratories serve as a valuable source of support for strategic planning for the WHO 

HQ team and provide guidance to the WHO Regional Office laboratory focal points as well. A shipment fund 

to allow transport of samples to WHO reference laboratories for confirmatory testing has been made 

available to cover transport costs.  

Second, working with WHO’s Global Influenza Surveillance and Response System, surveillance testing for 

COVID-19 disease has been established in clinics caring for patients with respiratory disease, giving an early 

hint to community penetration by COVID-19. 

 

Third, since February 24th WHO has been providing polymerase chain reaction (PCR) kits for COVID-19 

directly to countries, offering Member States the capacity to detect cases or clusters before the disease 

gains a strong foothold. The scale of provision of tests is set to rise to millions of tests per month with the 

recent formation of the Diagnostics Consortium of donor and technical agencies convened by WHO to align 

and coordinate procurement of validated diagnostic test kits and related laboratory materials. - end 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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We know there are a tremendous amount of statistics out there but we aim to give you the 

overall picture. We will add new graphs intermittently within the report. 

 

Please note: the global stats below EXCLUDE China 

 

Sadly New cases are up and recoveries down 

 

EDUCATION 

What a shocking headline!  

962 schools robbed, vandalised, torched since start of lockdown (South Africa)    

The Department of Basic Education says at least 962 schools across the country (South Africa) have been 

vandalised and robbed since the start of the national lockdown. In all of the incidents, administration 

blocks and laboratories have been targeted, ICT (information and communications technology) 

equipment stolen and food meant for the school nutrition programme had also been stolen from the 

premises, Basic Education Minister Angie Motshekga said on Thursday. She added that classrooms had 

also been set alight by vandals.  

Motshekga was briefing the media to outline the department's Covid-19 plan, to ensure that schools are 

ready to resume teaching and learning in a safe space. "I will be failing my duty if I don't express my deep 

concern about what is happening to our schools during the lockdown," the minister said. 

 

Students won't return to campus, risk is too great - Blade Nzimande  

 
The Department of Higher Education and Training has decided not to resume campus-based activity when 

Level 4 of the lockdown commences on Friday.  

 

"We have decided not to resume with campus-based academic activity throughout the sector, including all 

universities and TVET (technical vocational education and training) colleges, both public and private, during 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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the Level 4 lockdown period," Higher Education and Training Minister Blade Nzimande said at a briefing on 

Thursday afternoon. 

In acknowledgement of the fact that almost all TVET college students do not have devices to work online, 

and furthermore do not have access to data, various other support initiatives have been explored to 

support students remotely, whilst simultaneously working on acquiring devices for all NSFAS students. 

Radio and TV broadcasts have already begun in key subjects, and are in the process of being expanded, and 

will continue for 6 months. Although great strides have been made in reaching pupils through radio and TV 

channels, it had not reached all pupils and it was "not perfect", however, the Department is building and 

improving on its eLearning offering daily.  

Minister Motshekga: The proposed date for the first phase of schooling is 01 June 2020. Learners in 

Grades 12 and 7 may resume schooling on that date provided that all the necessary measures are in 

place and approved by the command council. 

Grade 7 and 12 pupils will return to school, says Minister of Basic Education Angie Motshekga, but only if it 

is approved by the command council and if all measures are in place. Some measures include providing 

PPEs to school, sanitising pupils hands when entering classrooms and sanitising classrooms Administrative 

duties will start taking place on 4 May.  

 

 

 

USEFUL TIPS 

 

Apart from COVID-19 information, PAAZA has some creative ideas which will not only keep the 

whole family active, but will also help You to make a conservation difference. Why not visit: 

http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html and http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-

survival-action.html (this one also available on mobile app). 

Appropriate to the new ‘freedom’ of Level 4 
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