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COVID-19 UPDATE 

& SURVIVAL 

29 April , 2020  

 

Nature’s comeback? No, the coronavirus pandemic threatens the world’s wildlife 

There have not been many bright spots in the coronavirus pandemic, but one has been the 

apparent return of nature as the frantic pace of modern life has slowed. Unfortunately, this is but 

a partial picture, and one that is limited to the minority world of industrialised nations.  

Most of the world’s biodiversity is found in the low-income countries and emerging economies of 

the Global South, and in such places the economic impacts of the pandemic are likely to be 

devastating for the natural world. Citizens of many low-income countries simply don’t have Social 

safety nets from their governments, leaving them incredibly vulnerable. For many, the forest and 

the ocean will provide their safety net.  

 - NASA 

The future world is in our hands 

Thought for the day is from World Economic Forum: 

“So while the newly emboldened wildlife of Western cities brings joy in these dark times and a 

welcome reminder of nature’s resilience, the world’s wildlife won’t be saved by a temporary 

economic lull. To achieve that, we’re going to have to ensure conservation moves to the top of 

the agenda in the post-pandemic world.” 

 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/ 

 
Send "hi" to +41 79 893 18 92 

on WhatsApp – English 

https://www.who.int/ 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.nicd.ac.za/2020/03/28/
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/
https://www.who.int/
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PLANNING for POST LOCKDOWN 

Moving out of Lockdown – New regulations  

 

 

As countries begin to transition out of hard lockdown (highest level), the South African 

Government released the regulations pertaining to Level 4 overnight based on the Risk Adjusted 

Strategy presented a week ago and published for public comment.  

Of importance for South African wildlife ‘In controlled Environment’ facilities, is that they will not 

be able to open to the public during Level 4 as indicated below in 24. (1): 

 

Good news: There is however an opportunity for movement of animals, BUT, we await guidelines 

from DEFF. 

In addition, what has been outlined are the requirements in order to be ‘Workplace Ready’. As 

mentioned in the previous Issue of Update and Survival, PAAZA is working with the global 

community (thoughts, ideas, scenarios) in order to compile guidelines for our region, Africa, and 

we were awaiting these latest regulations to see what politicians thoughts are so that we can 

ensure we have all bases covered; well try anyway. We will be releasing a draft soon. 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmensacivica.com%2Funa-sola-salud%2F&psig=AOvVaw3-NJSAbYLg9wly0DKbQuxC&ust=1587451439861000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJighNez9ugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABA8
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New staff movement permits – we have already distributed the template which was transcribed 

from scanned document by PAAZA office into .docx format for ease of use by facilities.  

If you would like to download (19Meg file) the Gazetted regulations they can be found here: 

http://www.cogta.gov.za/cgta_2016/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Risk-Adjusted-Strategy-

Regulations-Gazetted-COGTA_compressed.pdf  - end 

To further assist facilities, we announced the latest additions to the Keeper Corner section of the 

PAAZA mobile app yesterday. We did not forget everybody else. There have been many additions 

and changes. We invite you to explore the app which is available on IOS & Android. 

    

 

PAAZA offers exclusive to PAAZA Members and affiliated wildlife facilities 

Since there are a number of these, we decided to combine them under one section: 

PAAZA can be the conduit for all your new business ideas - If this is something you would like to embrace, 

please send your ideas to johnw@zoosafrica.com and if there is a big enough uptake, we will create a new 

section of www.paaza.africa  

Appeal notices - To further assist bona-fide ‘In Controlled Environment’ facilities, PAAZA has created a 

section on www.paaza.africa is dedicated to posting appeal notices from African facilities in distress. Your 

appeal notice should be in either .png or .jpeg format. The notice should not be larger than 2meg. An 

example, UWEC, has been posted on PAAZA FB. 

Sourcing equipment – Through it’s technical partner, PAAZA will be sourcing equipment and supplies in 

bulk to particularly address the new biosecurity regulations. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
http://www.cogta.gov.za/cgta_2016/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Risk-Adjusted-Strategy-Regulations-Gazetted-COGTA_compressed.pdf
http://www.cogta.gov.za/cgta_2016/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Risk-Adjusted-Strategy-Regulations-Gazetted-COGTA_compressed.pdf
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
http://www.paaza.africa/
http://www.paaza.africa/
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Should you be interested in any of the above, please send an email to the Executive office: 

johnw@zoosafrica.com  

 As we all prepare for this mammoth task of readiness, PAAZA will continue to source equipment 

and where necessary, develop protocols/guidelines to assist the wildlife industry. Remember, YOU 

are NOT alone – together we WILL learn to deal with this new way of life. Let the ‘One Health 

Triad’ be your guiding light.   

Closing thought:  

“We can only succeed by working together as nations, humanitarians, communities, and 

individuals, and by ensuring that our actions – based on solidarity, real partnership, mutual 

trust, and transparency – serve even the most vulnerable for the common good.” - WHO 

 

 
 
KEEPER CORNER – New protocols, new operational processes - Getting ready to re-open 

With the different lockdown levels being published many of us are wondering when we will be 

opening up to the public. As it stands now we are still stuck in lockdown for the foreseeable future 

but this gives us the opportunity to ensure we will be completely ready when we do reopen. 

Although we should all already be practicing social distancing at this point, we need to make sure 

that we will be able to continue to do so once open to the public again, use fellow keepers to 

practice, practice, practice. Although facilities will all have to issue PPE for their staff, consider 

purchasing a cloth mask for travelling or any personal errands you may need to run. This will help 

keep you safe even when you are not at your facility, keeping in mind Biosecurity doesn’t stop at 

our work place. 

Protocols should be developed and implemented now. Remember surfaces need to 

be disinfected regularly, these are important because they hold just as many germs as our hands 

do. Surfaces also include our locks on enclosures and our bunch of keys. Put together a list of 

areas in your facility where you know that public spend more time than others for your 

supervisors, these would be good places to put sanitises for public to use. These will also be good 

places to place signage about biosecurity.  

Areas such as braai facilities, bathrooms, changing rooms etc will need to be disinfected more 

regularly than before we had the pandemic and these are things we can start to implement now 

already, in order to be in a routine by the time we open.  

WELFARE of the ANIMALS - Consider the animals that may be most affected by opening to the 

public again. This is likely to be the animals whose behaviour changed in lockdown and became 

more relaxed. How will you ensure that these animals are eased back into accepting public? Is it 

possible to have them off display for a period of the day while still ensuring their welfare? Could 

you add more shelters for them to hide or areas that create barriers?  

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
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Closing Thought:  Things that we tackle and address now will be much easier to deal with when 

it really counts. 

 

Under PAAZA, you have the platform to share and grow your ideas through – ‘Keeper Corner’. 

 
Information - ‘Keeper Corner’ is a fully fledged portfolio under PAAZA dedicated to providing guidance and 

information for the specific activities of animal keepers/carers. With the dedicated assistance of Kara, Lory 

Park, in conjunction with the Executive office, our initial task is to update/clarify the database. To assist us 

in doing this, we need you to please register via the PAAZA mobile app. By downloading the app, you will 

also have access to all the ‘free to view’ information. 

 

We would like to re-iterate A call-out to Animal Keepers/Carers – we need YOUR valued 

observations of the animals in your care at this time please. 

In an effort to add value to your observations as an animal keeper/carer and identify common  

trends in our animals in this changing world, we would like YOU to share your observations with 

the PAAZA Executive office. This is NOT a daily report but rather a casual note. 

 

Contact details: You can either sms or send a Whatsapp to: 0832279918 or if you want to send a 

longer note: johnw@zoosafrica.com An example of a typical message: ‘I have noticed a massive 

decrease in our Gibbon species vocalisation – Kara, LPZ’ or ‘The birds in my aviaries are very quiet 

– Esther, BFW’ 

 
Note: Your name and facility will NOT be used for any other purpose other than to follow-up on changes 

post lockdown. This is valuable information in further understanding wildlife in controlled environments 

and how we can best apply the 5 Domains.    

 
 

 
 
SITUATION REPORTS 
 
 

SOUTH AFRICA      
       https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines  

 
 

 

As of 29 April 2020,  the National Institute for Communicable Diseases, a division of the National Health 

Laboratory Service, confirms 197 127 people have been tested in both public and private sectors. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines
https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines
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We were asked: “So what is the actual number of infected right now?”. We went on the search and found 

this graph. It plots Positive cases minus Recovered and deaths. We hope it is informative. 

 

 

As the screening process intensifies, so we will see increases in daily confirmed cases – delicate balance  

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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AFRICA 

 

 
 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Please remember: Although we are all consumed by Coronavirus and COVID-19, we must not 

loose sight of the fact that there are other crises within our region and globally.  

 

MEDIA ADVISORY WHO Africa Media Leader Briefing on COVID-19 with support of the World Economic 

Forum 

Apr 29th, 2020|Press Releases and Notices 

MEDIA ADVISORY 

WHO Africa Media Leader Briefing on COVID-19 with support of the World Economic Forum 

You are invited to join this week’s online media briefing with experts from the World Health Organization 

(WHO), South Africa and Ghana. 

Date: Thursday 30 April 

Time: 11:00 Central Africa Time (11am Johannesburg / 9 am Accra time/GMT +1) 

Language: English with the option of questions and answers in French. 

To attend, please register at www.wef.ch/whoafricacall  

The briefing is on-the-record and organized with support from the World Economic Forum as part of the 

COVID Action Platform. It is an opportunity for you to ask world-leading experts questions about COVID-19 

and how to minimize its impact in Africa.  

Speakers are 

Panelists: Dr Matshidiso Moeti, WHO Regional Director for Africa 

Hon. Dr Zwelini Mkhize, Minister of Health of South Africa 

Professor Kojo Ansah Koram, Epidemiologist, Former Director Noguchi Memorial Research Institute 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/category/press-releases-and-notices/
http://www.wef.ch/whoafricacall
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The Moderator will mention that Dr Moeti is joined by Dr Michel Yao in the Brazzaville studio 

Moderated by Adrian Monck, Managing Director, Public and Social Engagement, World Economic Forum. 

Joined by  Dr Michel Yao, World Health Organization Emergency Operations Programme Manager 

You can send questions in advance in English or French. Please email Boakyeagyemangc@who.int and 

Maxwell.Hall@weforum.org and Aylin.Elci@weforum.org with your full name, your country and the media 

organization you work for.  

Please also specify if we can go live to you (audio and video) during the briefing or if you prefer for your 

question to be read out. Anonymous questions will not be accepted. Please send questions 

before 08:00h Central Africa Time / 09:00h Nairobi Time 

You can also ask questions live during the briefing using the Q&A function in Zoom. Please specify your full 

name, your country and the media organization  

If you have any questions, please email: Boakyeagyemangc@who.int or call: +242 06 614 24 01. 

 

 

GLOBAL 

NEWS 

WHO is working with researchers to accelerate the development of vaccines and therapeutics for COVID-

19. More than 80 vaccines are in development globally, including 6 vaccines in clinical evaluation, and 

several therapeutics are in clinical trials. A solidarity trial for vaccine development will be launched, in 

addition to the current trial for therapeutics.  

We are committed to ensuring that as medicines and vaccines are developed, they are shared equitably 

with all countries and people. 

Over the past 4 months, this pandemic has taught us all many lessons on the need for united global action 

to face a global threat. This is not the time for politics, accusations, or mistrust. We can only succeed by 

working together as nations, humanitarians, communities, and individuals, and by ensuring that our 

actions – based on solidarity, real partnership, mutual trust, and transparency – serve even the most 

vulnerable for the common good. – from the Statement by WHO's Regional Director Dr Ahmed Al-

Mandhari on our collective fight against COVID-19 

 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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http://www.paaza.africa/
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Data as reported by national authorities by 10:00 CET 29 April 2020  

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report – 100 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS total (new) cases in last 24 hours  

 

Globally   3 018 952 confirmed (66 276)                 207 973 deaths (5376)  

  

European Region  1 406 899 confirmed (21 750) 129 311 deaths (2882)  

Region of the Americas   1 213 088 confirmed (33 481)                 62 404 deaths (2193)  

Eastern Mediterranean Region   176 928 confirmed (5690)                 7304 deaths (156)  

Western Pacific Region   146 720 confirmed (1335)                 6037 deaths (39)  

South-East Asia Region   51 351 confirmed (3003)                 2001 deaths (84)  

African Region   23 254 confirmed (1017)    903 deaths (22) 

WHO RISK ASSESSMENT Global Level Very High 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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HIGHLIGHTS  

  
Globally, the number of total confirmed cases has exceeded 3 million.   

• WHO has published a technical guidance titled ‘Strengthening Preparedness for COVID-19 in Cities and 

Urban Settings’. The guidance supports local leaders and policy-makers in cities and other urban settings in 

implementing actions that enhance the prevention, preparedness and readiness for COVID-19. The 

document can be found here.   

• The WHO Regional Office for Europe has highlighted the critical importance of patient rehabilitation in 

light of the COVID-19 pandemic. More information is available here.   

• WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean Region, Dr. Ahmed AlMandhari, has called for ‘all 

to put aside their differences, find common ground, and work together for the sake of humanity’. More 

information is available here.  

 • The WHO Information Network for Epidemics (EPI-WIN) has rapidly built an innovative analysis capability 

to identify misleading sources, posts and narratives, and predict rising areas of concern and information 

voids. For more on this, see the ‘Subject in Focus’ below. 

 

SUBJECT IN FOCUS: Adapting social media listening to fight the COVID-19 infodemi 

Never before has so much real-time information been collated and shared in the public domain during a 

public health crisis. This is largely due to the rapid growth of digital communications and social networking 

which have brought about both positive and negative impacts on society. Today, we are fighting a massive 

‘infodemic’– an overabundance of false or misleading information on COVID-19, which poses a grave threat 

to response efforts and public health. At the same time however, new and impactful measures to manage 

the infodemic have been identified.  

The WHO Information Network for Epidemics (EPI-WIN), in collaboration with research partners, has 

rapidly built an innovative analysis capability, to run a weekly study using digital media data to identify, 

understand and categorize the key concerns expressed by millions of people online. The purpose of this 

ground breaking work is to provide WHO with curated intelligence to fill information voids with solid facts 

from trusted sources before misleading information becomes viral, causing further damage to 

communities.  

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/strengthening-preparedness-for-covid-19-in-cities-and-urban-settings
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/strengthening-preparedness-for-covid-19-in-cities-and-urban-settings
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/4/covid-19-exposes-the-critical-importance-of-patient-rehabilitation
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-by-whos-regional-director-dr-ahmed-al-mandhari-on-our-collective-fight-against-covid-19.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-by-whos-regional-director-dr-ahmed-al-mandhari-on-our-collective-fight-against-covid-19.html
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The public perception of misleading or false 

information often coincides with harmful 

rumour-spreading posts, groups and profiles 

that are widely spread on social media 

platforms. EPI-WIN’s work in this area therefore 

focuses not only on identifying misleading 

sources, posts and narratives, but on identifying 

or predicting rising areas of concern and 

information voids.  

This is made possible by aggregating publicly 

available social and news media, web analytics 

as well as online search data, currently in the 

English language. Data sets are based around a 

newly developed pandemic public health 

taxonomy that focuses on four thematic areas: 

the cause, the illness, the interventions, and the 

treatment. In addition, a fifth area looks at the 

type of information shared and meta-

conversations on mis- and dis-information.  

These data, captured at a global level, provide 

the baseline for the analysis, and are examined 

by digital consultants to identify the most 

prevalent thematic areas, and themes that are 

seeing the highest level of growth. Analysts 

then detect the pace at which comments on 

these themes are shared, their networks and 

potentially threatening sources. This systematic 

approach gives the EPI-WIN team an early 

warning of the points of concern expressed by 

the digital public.  

Advanced language analytics are also applied to the data, to measure the presence of emotional language 

and provide insight into how people are discussing topics. These also highlight whether there is a tangible 

week-on-week shift in emotional language used for each tracked taxonomy.  The analysis focuses on 

emotions (including denial, sadness, anxiety, fear, anger and acceptance), rather than sentiment (positive 

versus negative). This enables WHO to share the types and formats of information needed to address the 

needs of the public in the most effective way.  

Weekly insights highlight key topics of concern, including areas demonstrating an increase in the spread of 

misleading information, how and where that information has been spread, the context behind the spread, 

and the underlying narratives that need to be addressed through reliable information.  

Applying this methodology to public health has provided invaluable insight, inspiring new ways of thinking 

and communicating risk during health emergencies.  This research framework is now being used in Canada 

in French by the Québec National Institute of Public Health (INSPQ) to guide public health communication 

strategies in the province. There is now an opportunity to compare the similarities and differences of how 

this insight can be used at the local level, and with the added layer of bilingual search options.  

The general approach to analysis was presented at the recent WHO consultation on infodemic 

management framework.  

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Figure 3: EPI-WIN infodemic intelligence and signals monitoring  

 

 

Source: Paolo Vacca and Amy Wright, Media Measurement  

WHO Information network for Epidemics: www.who.int/epi-win - end 

 

We know there are a tremendous amount of statistics out there but we aim to give you the 

overall picture. We will add new graphs intermittently within the report. 

 

Please note: the global stats below EXCLUDE China 

 

Sadly New cases are up and but good news that recoveries are also up 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
http://www.who.int/epi-win
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EDUCATION 

Masks – If you are considering making your own or purchasing, since these are now becoming law 

in many countries, maybe the guidelines as published by South African DTI are worth looking at: 

http://www.thedtic.gov.za/wp-

content/uploads/Updated_Recommended_Guidelines_Fabric_Face_Masks.pdf   

 

 

USEFUL TIPS 

 

Apart from COVID-19 information, PAAZA has some creative ideas which will not only keep the 

whole family active, but will also help You to make a conservation difference. Why not visit: 

http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html and http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-

survival-action.html (this one also available on mobile app). 

We think that at this stage of lockdowns the following is appropriate 

  

http://www.paaza.africa/
http://www.thedtic.gov.za/wp-content/uploads/Updated_Recommended_Guidelines_Fabric_Face_Masks.pdf
http://www.thedtic.gov.za/wp-content/uploads/Updated_Recommended_Guidelines_Fabric_Face_Masks.pdf
http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html

