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COVID-19 UPDATE 

& SURVIVAL 

28 April , 2020  

 

As we hear more and more celebrities mentioning something along the lines of: “The earth is 

fighting back” or “We have kicked the earth for too long, now the earth is kicking back”, as a 

passionate wildlife industry and conservationists, we have known this for a long time and 

developed many, many tools and awareness programmes. Our time to embrace the greater 

human population and interconnect them with nature and the ecosystem, ALL living beings, has 

arrived and we need to rise to the challenge through our actions within our facilities and as a 

united industry.    

We believe that the below infographic tells a multitude of stories about interconnectivity:      

 

One Health; One world (Source: http://sds.uanl.mx/una-salud-una-medicina-en-un-mundo-

globalizado/mundo-y-biodiversidad/) 

Thought for the day is from Andries du Toit, Director of the Institute for Poverty, Land and Agrarian 

Studies, University of the Western Cape: 

“Doctors don’t flatten curves, social movements do. We need to connect research and advocacy 

to widespread mobilisation around the social conditions of ill-health – teaching people about 

hygiene.” 

 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/ 

 
Send "hi" to +41 79 893 18 92 

on WhatsApp – English 

https://www.who.int/ 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.nicd.ac.za/2020/03/28/
http://sds.uanl.mx/una-salud-una-medicina-en-un-mundo-globalizado/mundo-y-biodiversidad/
http://sds.uanl.mx/una-salud-una-medicina-en-un-mundo-globalizado/mundo-y-biodiversidad/
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/
https://www.who.int/
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PLANNING for POST LOCKDOWN 

Moving out of Lockdown – How will we incorporate new regulations 

 

 

As a number of countries in our region look towards new levels of lockdown, as the wildlife 

industry, we will get closer to re-opening. As we mentioned in previous editions of Update and 

Survival, re-opening will come with a whole new set of rules and regulations. This is NOT 

something that is restricted to Africa, but is a global issue. 

As PAAZA, we are VERY privileged to be a member of the global community through WAZA. This 

enables us to share ideas, discuss, analyse, to name a few. Any and all discussions always 

reference the welfare of the animals in our care as the #1 priority.  

Unlike a supermarket, hardware store, spaza shop or informal trader who only have to consider 

the implications of human transfer of virus, the wildlife industry has to consider not only animals 

and humans, but the entire ‘Spillover’ and ‘Spillback’ scenario (to be explained in future issues). 

Several prospect and retrospect reasons have resulted in our interdependence on animals serving 

as a potential risk to ill health. 

This all said, PAAZA is extracting information from the global think tank and developing a ‘broad 

based’ guideline for Africa’s wildlife facilities re-opening that can be used and adapted to specific 

needs. Once we have a better idea of Gazetted legislation, we will finalise the draft for circulation 

to the wildlife industry. 

PAAZA offers exclusive to PAAZA Members and affiliated wildlife facilities 

Since there are a number of these, we decided to combine them under one section: 

PAAZA can be the conduit for all your new business ideas - If this is something you would like to embrace, 

please send your ideas to johnw@zoosafrica.com and if there is a big enough uptake, we will create a new 

section of www.paaza.africa  

Appeal notices - To further assist bona-fide ‘In Controlled Environment’ facilities, PAAZA has created a 

section on www.paaza.africa is dedicated to posting appeal notices from African facilities in distress. Your 

appeal notice should be in either .png or .jpeg format. The notice should not be larger than 2meg. An 

example, UWEC, has been posted on PAAZA FB. 

Sourcing equipment – Through it’s technical partner, PAAZA will be sourcing equipment and supplies in 

bulk to particularly address the new biosecurity regulations. 

Should you be interested in any of the above, please send an email to the Executive office: 

johnw@zoosafrica.com  

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
http://www.paaza.africa/
http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmensacivica.com%2Funa-sola-salud%2F&psig=AOvVaw3-NJSAbYLg9wly0DKbQuxC&ust=1587451439861000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJighNez9ugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABA8
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 As we all prepare for this mammoth task of readiness, PAAZA will continue to source equipment 

and where necessary, develop protocols/guidelines to assist the wildlife industry. Remember, YOU 

are NOT alone – together we WILL learn to deal with this new way of life. Let the ‘One Health 

Triad’ be your guiding light.   

Closing thought:  

““In a modern world, bacteria and viruses travel almost as far as money. With globalization, a 

single microbial sea washes over all humankind. There are no health sanctuaries.” - Gro Harlem 

 

 
 
KEEPER CORNER – New resources available for Animal Keepers/Carers  

 

We are very pleased to announce that there are two new resources available on the PAAZA mobile 

app dedicated to Animal Keepers/Carers. 

The ‘Competency Certificate’ in this section does NOT replace the Certificate course, but are short 

forms of the course material that you can easily reference. The ‘One Health’ is a compilation of 15 

cards with information for You and YOUR environment focussing on ‘Biosecurity and Zoonosis’. 

   

 
 

Closing Thought:  There is no better ‘teacher’ than practical experience, however, sharing 

knowledge through documents is even more important. This is what we strive to do through 

Keeper Corner. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Under PAAZA, you have the platform to share and grow your ideas through – ‘Keeper Corner’. 

 
Information - ‘Keeper Corner’ is a fully fledged portfolio under PAAZA dedicated to providing guidance and 

information for the specific activities of animal keepers/carers. With the dedicated assistance of Kara, Lory 

Park, in conjunction with the Executive office, our initial task is to update/clarify the database. To assist us 

in doing this, we need you to please register via the PAAZA mobile app. By downloading the app, you will 

also have access to all the ‘free to view’ information. 

 

We would like to re-iterate A call-out to Animal Keepers/Carers – we need YOUR valued 

observations of the animals in your care at this time please. 

In an effort to add value to your observations as an animal keeper/carer and identify common  

trends in our animals in this changing world, we would like YOU to share your observations with 

the PAAZA Executive office. This is NOT a daily report but rather a casual note. 

 

Contact details: You can either sms or send a Whatsapp to: 0832279918 or if you want to send a 

longer note: johnw@zoosafrica.com An example of a typical message: ‘I have noticed a massive 

decrease in our Gibbon species vocalisation – Kara, LPZ’ or ‘The birds in my aviaries are very quiet 

– Esther, BFW’ 

 
Note: Your name and facility will NOT be used for any other purpose other than to follow-up on changes 

post lockdown. This is valuable information in further understanding wildlife in controlled environments 

and how we can best apply the 5 Domains.    

 
 

 
 
SITUATION REPORTS 
 
 

SOUTH AFRICA      
       https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines  

 
 

 

As of 28 April 2020,  the National Institute for Communicable Diseases, a division of the National Health 

Laboratory Service, confirms 185 497 people have been tested in both public and private sectors. 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines
https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines
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We were asked: “So what is the actual number of infected right now?”. We went on the search and found 

this graph. It plots Positive cases minus Recovered and deaths. We hope it is informative. 

 

 

Over 5 000 contacts complete 14-day monitoring process in Gauteng  

 

More than 5 000 contacts - people who have come into contact with those who tested positive for Covid-19 

- in Gauteng have completed the 14-day monitoring process without showing any symptoms, the province's 

Department of Health said. As a result, 5 204 contacts out of 8 251 traced have since returned from 

isolation. 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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As govt scrambles to save academic year, safety-first calls grow  

 

While the country awaits an update from the Department of Basic Education on how it plans to reopen 

schools post lockdown, unions believe there are outstanding issues that need to be considered before any 

moves are finalised and revealed to the public.  

Basic Education Minister Angie Motshekga and her higher education counterpart, Blade Nzimande, were 

expected to hold a virtual media briefing on Monday, but it was postponed the day before.  

Government is working to support small business affected by the coronavirus lockdown 

Minister Jackson Mthembu says that he can't answer whether and to what degree cellphone tracking has 

been utilised so far. However, R530 million set aside for support of SMMEs, R235 million approved, 

resulting in the protection of over 11 000 jobs. 

Occupational health and safety directions for workers have been developed. Measures should include 

social distancing, screening of all workers, and provision of safety equipment. All employer must practise a 

safe working environment. 

Government is working to support small business affected by the coronavirus lockdown through a variety 

of incentive schemes designed to ease the load.  There are tax relief and financial support schemes for 

small business and workers. So far, R3.3 billion has been paid in UIF, but many employers have not applied 

for funding to support their workers. In particular, the labour department has found that some employers 

have to properly register their workers for UIF.    

There are 140 000 spaza shops on the small business database which will receive support.  In the tourism 

sector, hotels are not allowed to operate as normal, and may not receive any new guests, unless it is part of 

the quarantine or essential service programme.    

Some telcos have reduced service and subscription fees, and Minster in the Presidency Jackson Mthembu 

says that perhaps there should be some kind of subscription holiday during the lockdown.  

http://www.paaza.africa/
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http://www.paaza.africa/
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Please remember: Although we are all consumed by Coronavirus and COVID-19, we must not 

loose sight of the fact that there are other crises within our region and globally.  

COVID-19 responses in Africa: Ok, one size doesn’t fit all. Now what? 

Discussions must move beyond the pros and cons of lockdowns. They must confront the real challenge: 

African states’ disconnect from ordinary people. 

The key issue with the COVID-19 pandemic in sub-Saharan Africa is not, as they would have it, that the 

population is young and that there are therefore not that many susceptible people. That is, in any case, a 

highly dubious assumption. With high rates of TB, untreated HIV, diabetes, hypertension and 

malnourishment in many parts of the continent, it may be the case that large numbers of younger people 

are exposed to risk. South Africa’s rapid and extreme lockdown was not implemented because of a concern 

for wealthy older people in the middle-class suburbs. It was imposed due to the terrifying prospect of the 

disease tearing through informal settlements already ravaged by disease and poverty.  

The story of the “cholera years” is, in Richard Evans’s hands, tragically revealing of the age’s social 

inequalities and governmental pitilessness and incompetence; it also offers disquieting parallels with the 

world’s public-health landscape today, including the current coronavirus crisis. 

 

GLOBAL 

NEWS 

Also Tuesday the United States recorded its one millionth case of new coronavirus, about one-third of the 

entire world's case load, according to Johns Hopkins data. The number of daily deaths from coronavirus 

rose again in the US Tuesday, a tally from Johns Hopkins University showed, as the country's total fatalities 

surpassed those of Americans in the Vietnam War. The total number of US deaths from new coronavirus 

have reached 58,351, passing the 58,220 which the National Archives records as US losses from combat and 

other causes, including accidents, in the years-long Southeast Asian war. 

 

In a 24-hour period, there were 2,207 additional deaths, the Baltimore-based university said, after the daily 

toll had fallen to around 1,300 on Sunday and Monday. 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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SARS-CoV-2 Transmission - Close Contact (6 feet, 1.8 meters) and Respiratory Droplets 

"The virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person. 

• Between people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet) 

• Through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs, sneezes or talks" [source] 

This idea, that large droplets of virus-laden mucus are the primary mode of transmission, guides the US 

CDC's advice to maintain at least a 6-foot distance: "Maintaining good social distance (about 6 feet) is very 

important in preventing the spread of COVID-19" [source] 

Is 6 feet enough? 

Some experts contacted by LiveScience think that 6 feet (1.8 meters) is not enough [source] 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.cdc.gov/widgets/micrositeCollectionViewerMed/index.html?chost=www.nih.gov&cpath=/health-information/coronavirus&csearch=fbclid%3DIwAR2Yhq8hp1zXbTRWmT35UEnnOW6H7UFWGb9ncsBgX677BMqlS0zX65RJA_4&chash=!%2Fdetail%2F403327&ctitle=Coronavirus%20(COVID-19)%20%7C%20National%20Institutes%20of%20Health%20(NIH)&wn=micrositeCollectionViewerMed&wf=/widgets/micrositeCollectionViewerMed/&wid=micrositeCollectionViewerMed1&mMode=widget&mPage=&mChannel=&cdcCollectionid=403305&cdcTheme=theme1&cdcGeotag=%7B%27continent%27:%20%276255149%27,%20%27country%27:%20%276252001%27,%20%27state%27:%20%27%27,%20%27region%27:%20%27%27%20%7D&cdcDataid=404908&chashOptMode=out#!/detail/403327
https://www.cdc.gov/widgets/micrositeCollectionViewerMed/index.html?chost=www.nih.gov&cpath=/health-information/coronavirus&csearch=fbclid%3DIwAR2Yhq8hp1zXbTRWmT35UEnnOW6H7UFWGb9ncsBgX677BMqlS0zX65RJA_4&chash=!%2Fdetail%2F403327&ctitle=Coronavirus%20(COVID-19)%20%7C%20National%20Institutes%20of%20Health%20(NIH)&wn=micrositeCollectionViewerMed&wf=/widgets/micrositeCollectionViewerMed/&wid=micrositeCollectionViewerMed1&mMode=widget&mPage=&mChannel=&cdcCollectionid=403305&cdcTheme=theme1&cdcGeotag=%7B%27continent%27:%20%276255149%27,%20%27country%27:%20%276252001%27,%20%27state%27:%20%27%27,%20%27region%27:%20%27%27%20%7D&cdcDataid=404908&chashOptMode=out#!/detail/403327
https://www.livescience.com/coronavirus-six-feet-enough-social-distancing.html
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Data as reported by national authorities by 10:00 CET 28 April 2020  

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report – 99 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS total (new) cases in last 24 hours  

 

Globally   2 954 222 confirmed (76 026)                 202 597 deaths (3932)  

  

European Region  1 386 693 confirmed (27 313) 126 429 deaths (1904)  

Region of the Americas   1 179 607 confirmed (39 087)                 60 211 deaths (1722)  

Eastern Mediterranean Region   171 238 confirmed (5305)                 7148 deaths (157)  

Western Pacific Region   145 385 confirmed (1264)                 5998 deaths (40)  

South-East Asia Region   48 348 confirmed (2288)                 1917 deaths (93)  

African Region   22 239 confirmed (769)    881 deaths (16) 

WHO RISK ASSESSMENT Global Level Very High 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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HIGHLIGHTS  

  
WHO has published the ‘R&D Blueprint: COVID-19 Experimental Treatments’, which lists drug and non-drug 

experimental treatments for COVID-19. This can be found here.   

• WHO has called on countries to ensure that usual immunization is maintained wherever possible and 

surveillance for vaccine-preventable diseases is not disrupted during the ongoing pandemic. The WHO 

Regional Office for Europe explores this in an article available here.  

• WHO Director-General Dr. Tedros, in his regular media briefing yesterday, highlighted “As lockdowns in 

Europe ease with declining numbers of new cases, we continue to urge countries to find, isolate, test and 

treat all cases of COVID-19 and trace every contact, to ensure these declining trends continue”. More 

information is available here.   

• WHO continues to source millions of dollars of medical equipment and supplies to help Member States 

access global markets, which are overwhelmed by unprecedented demand. WHO is also supporting design 

and installation of COVID19 treatment centres in a number of countries. For more, see ‘Subject in Focus’ 

below.  

 

SUBJECT IN FOCUS: Operations Support and Logistics (OSL) update 

Sourcing Supplies – Progress Update  

WHO and partners continue to work with suppliers to secure commitments for supplies needed for the 

COVID-19 response in countries with limited means to access markets for personal protective equipment, 

diagnostic testing supplies and clinical care equipment.  

A diagnostic purchasing consortium, established by WHO to negotiate with manufacturers to address 

market shortages of diagnostic tests and supplies, has secured commitment for five million tests to be 

procured over the next four weeks. WHO continues to look for suppliers who can provide sample collection 

kits to increase overall procurement stocks.  

Collective UN efforts to source extremely limited supplies of clinical equipment are ongoing. WHO and 

consortium partners have conducted market mapping activities to identify supply sources for oxygen 

concentrators, ventilators, and other essential equipment for COVID-19 treatment centers. To date, 

approximately US$400 million in clinical care equipment has been identified from oxygen production, 

biomedical equipment and accessories manufacturers.  

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/covid-19-landscape-of-experimental-treatments
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/italy/news/news/2020/4/countries-working-to-sustain-population-immunity-to-vaccine-preventable-diseases-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---27-april-2020
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Technical support for COVID-19 treatment centres  

WHO is supporting Italy’s Bologna and Puglia provinces, helping to design and install COVID-19 treatment 

centres in these provinces’ hospitals.   

In Nigeria, WHO has provided technical guidance for a proposed self-quarantine facility in an internally 

displaced persons (IDP) camp run by the International Organization for Migration (IOM).    

WHO has also provided support for the installation of COVID-19 treatment facilities in Burkina Faso, Côte 

d’Ivoire, Senegal, São Tomé and Príncipe and Australia. - end 

 

We know there are a tremendous amount of statistics out there but we aim to give you the 

overall picture. We will add new graphs intermittently within the report. 

 

 

 

Please note: the global stats below EXCLUDE China 

 

Sadly New cases are up and recoveries down 

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

Safety Notice –Alcohol Based Hand Sanitiser 

Sharing of Lessons Learnt – Incident was not work related: Location: Haugesund 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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 What happened? 

A Gasscoemployee used alcohol based hand sanitiser as recommended during the Corona 

pandemic.  The person touched a metal surface before the liquid evaporated.  Due to static 

electricity, the vapour from the hand sanitiser ignited with an almost invisible flame on both 

hands.  The person quickly managed to get to a sink to extinguish the flames 

Consequence:  First and second degree burns. 

Actions taken:  Warning signs indicating flammable liquids are posted on all hand sanitising 

dispensers at Gassco. 

Advice:  Everyone should wash their hands with soap and water if possible.  If only alcohol based 

hand sanitisers are available, make sure all liquid is evaporated before touching any surfaces. 

If you have any queries about this safety alert information announcement or any other safety 

announcement then please contact Ian.Lockwood@highwaysengland.co.uk 

 

Information: Alcohol-based hand sanitizers are classified as Class I Flammable Liquid substances, 

which means they have a flash point of less than 100 deg F. (38 deg C) 

 

When storing or using an alcohol-based hand sanitizer, fire hazard potential should be considered 

and steps should be taken to minimize risks. When stored properly and used as directed, the 

likelihood of experiencing a fire associated with hand sanitizer is minimal. However, as with any 

flammable liquid, it is necessary to exercise caution with hand sanitizer. 

Safety Precautions 

➢ If alcohol-based hand sanitizer is spilled or otherwise released, all potential ignition sources 

must be immediately removed from the area to mitigate the possibility of a fire.  

➢ Spilled hand sanitizer should be cleaned up with water immediately.  

➢ Alcohol-based hand sanitizers should be stored away from all heat and ignition sources, 

including (but not limited to) sparks; open flames; any types of electrical outlets, switches or 

equipment; and extreme heat.  

➢ Hand sanitizer products should not be allowed to come in contact with any type of oxidizing 

agent (such as acetyl chloride) or reducing agent.  

➢ Children should not be allowed to use or access hand sanitizer unless properly supervised by 

an adult.  

➢ Alcohol-based hand sanitizer products should be stored in secure locations that do not 

experience extremely hot temperatures.  

➢ Hand sanitizer dispensers should not be located in corridors, exits, or open areas that lead to 

them. - Information courtesy of : Mary Gormandy White M.A., SHRM-SCP, SPHR 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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USEFUL TIPS 

The Tiny Compound That Makes Soap A Coronavirus Killer 

Hand sanitiser has become a scare commodity as Coronavirus has spread around the world. But 

you might be surprised to learn that plentiful, cheap soap is actually one of the most effective 

weapons we have against COVID-19. 

 

Scientists tested WHO-recommended disinfectants against the coronavirus – and they are 

effective  

If you are still wondering how to effectively clean up for protection against the coronavirus, this 

research might put your mind at ease. 

What is in the WHO formulation? 

There are two formulas for disinfectant currently recommended by the WHO.  

Disinfectant 1 recommended by the WHO consists of 80 volume percent ethanol, 1.45 volume 

percent glycerine and 0.125 volume percent hydrogen peroxide.  

Disinfectant 2 consists of 75 volume percent isopropanol, 1.45 volume percent glycerine and 

0.125 volume percent hydrogen peroxide. 

 

Apart from COVID-19 information, PAAZA has some creative ideas which will not only keep the 

whole family active, but will also help You to make a conservation difference. Why not visit: 

http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html and http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-

survival-action.html (this one also available on mobile app). 

A message from a majestic animal  

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.who.int/gpsc/information_centre/handrub-formulations/en/
http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html

