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COVID-19 UPDATE 

& SURVIVAL 

23 April , 2020  

 

 

The trade in wildlife has been a keen focus of attention since the outbreak of the SARS-CoV-2 

pandemic, however, we need to be wary of generalisation. The concern being highlighted is the 

illegal and unregulated wildlife trade and markets. What these activities do is bring wildlife into 

close contact with humans thus providing microbes the opportunity to mix between species, 

Zoonosis. It is a combination of high numbers of animals and humans in close proximity in 

unhygienic conditions that pose another clear threat to planetary health.  

Co-existence needs to be our [humans] focus going forward as COVID-19 is not going away and 

we need to adapt, as nature adapts, to emerge from this crisis. Let us embrace change through a 

tool that is already available to us: 

 

Two thought’s for the day: 

“Let us not be blind-sided by COVID-19 and let down our guard against other threats.” - Dr 

Matshidiso Moeti, World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Director for Africa 

  

“While it may be tempting to see these relaxed regulations as a lifting of the lockdown, we call 

on all residents to continue to abide by the rules, which are in place to ensure that we are able to 

limit the spread. The new regulations place additional responsibility on our citizens to stop the 

spread.” - the Western Cape Premiere 

 

 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/ 

 
Send "hi" to +41 79 893 18 92 

on WhatsApp – English 

https://www.who.int/ 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.nicd.ac.za/2020/03/28/
https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lsu.edu%2Fvetmed%2Fone_health%2Findex.php&psig=AOvVaw18FjmP9JJOyXQSueU-RnAR&ust=1587887204545000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMiBo_6Kg-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAP
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/
https://www.who.int/
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PLANNING for POST LOCKDOWN 

The new labour market - considerations 

 

 

We have steered away from the employment aspect as this is a very complex one and definitely 
facility specific. However, there are some recommendations coming from Governments and one of 
the aspects out of the South African Minister of finance presentation needs highlighting:  

Mboweni says when he returned to SA from exile in 1990, 8 out of 10 workers at restaurants were 
South African. Today almost 100% are non-South African, he says.   

He said the "new economy" post-lockdown must "answer that question", adding establishments 
must have new labour market policies in place when the economy reopens. "The proportion of 
South Africans working in a restaurant must be greater than that of non-South Africans," he says, 
adding that there must not be discrimination against non-South Africans.  

Taking out the SA reference, two points are worth noting: 

1) New labour market policies post lockdown and; 

2) The employment equity in the workplace needs to be focussed on local residents. 

Let us unpack the second point before it is taken out of context; the most important consideration 
is that  “there must be NO discrimination”. What is being eluded to here is that for ANY country 
to rise out of the economic challenges facing the global community, we need to look within. We 
also need to bear in mind that cross-border (regional and international) travel is going to be 
limited for the foreseeable future as is being mentioned by many countries. 

One of the most important aspects of looking within, is the need to upskill our present and 
future members of staff. We need to provide the opportunities and experiential training, 

something that PAAZA has developed under the ‘Born in Africa’ brand for the Zoo and Aquarium 
fraternity, but applies to the entire ‘In a Controlled Environment’ and by extension, the wildlife 
industry. Although the main focus is our region, Africa, the principals are drawn from the global 
community, particularly our world association, WAZA. 

Now to the first point. This is a very difficult one to unpack as it will vary from province to 
province, area to area, country to country, but the main message is: the world has changed! Just 
as we have and are focussing on the fact that operational protocols and procedures will need to 
be changed, so too will facility managers and owners need to revise their conditions of 
employment in accordance with each country’s national policies. Our only advice on this subject is 
that you familiarise yourselves with the changes in legislations and seek the advice of suitably 
qualified professionals to ensure you are compliant with in country laws.  

Note: No matter the regulations, OHS (Operational Health and Safety) is THE controlling 

regulation.  

NEW: Exclusive to PAAZA Members and affiliated wildlife facilities 

To further assist bona-fide ‘In Controlled Environment’ facilities, PAAZA will be creating a 

section on www.paaza.africa which will be dedicated to posting appeal notices from African 

facilities in distress. 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmensacivica.com%2Funa-sola-salud%2F&psig=AOvVaw3-NJSAbYLg9wly0DKbQuxC&ust=1587451439861000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJighNez9ugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABA8
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Please send your appeal notice in either .png or .jpeg format to: johnw@zoosafrica.com The 

notice should not be larger than 2meg. An example, UWEC, has been posted on PAAZA FB. 

Closing thought:  

“The new economy that will emerge post lockdowns will present new opportunities for 

industries to grow, let us as the wildlife industry identify and be ready to grasp these 

opportunities.” 

 

 
 
KEEPER CORNER – The saying goes: ‘A picture tells a thousand words’ so today is picture 
day 

 

Another two cards from our new One Health series for animal keepers/carers: 

 

   
 

The complete series will soon be available on both Keeper Corner web and PAAZA mobile app 

 

And we could not have said it any better: 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com


Africa – COVID-19 update Issue 28                              www.paaza.africa           Page 4 of 14 
 

        

 
 

 

Closing Thought:  Keeping our animals healthy is only the first step, we must maintain a healthy 

environment for our animals and ourselves as well. 

 

Under PAAZA, you have the platform to share and grow your ideas through – ‘Keeper Corner’. 

 

Information - ‘Keeper Corner’ is a fully fledged portfolio under PAAZA dedicated to providing 

guidance and information for the specific activities of animal keepers/carers. With the dedicated 

assistance of Kara, Lory Park, in conjunction with the Executive office, our initial task is to 

update/clarify the database. To assist us in doing this, we need you to please register via the 

PAAZA mobile app. By downloading the app, you will also have access to all the ‘free to view’ 

information. 

 

We would like to re-iterate A call-out to Animal Keepers/Carers – we need YOUR valued 

observations of the animals in your care at this time please. 

In an effort to add value to your observations as an animal keeper/carer and identify common  

trends in our animals in this changing world, we would like YOU to share your observations with 

the PAAZA Executive office. This is NOT a daily report but rather a casual note. 

 

Contact details: You can either sms or send a Whatsapp to: 0832279918 or if you want to send a 

longer note: johnw@zoosafrica.com An example of a typical message: ‘I have noticed a massive 

decrease in our Gibbon species vocalisation – Kara, LPZ’ or ‘The birds in my aviaries are very quiet 

– Esther, BFW’ 

 
Note: Your name and facility will NOT be used for any other purpose other than to follow-up on changes 

post lockdown. This is valuable information in further understanding wildlife in controlled environments 

and how we can best apply the 5 Domains.    

 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
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SITUATION REPORTS 
 
 

SOUTH AFRICA      
       https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines  

 
 

 

As of 24 April 2020,  the National Institute for Communicable Diseases, a division of the National Health 

Laboratory Service, confirms 152 390 people have been tested in both public and private sectors. 

 

 

We were asked: “So what is the actual number of infected right now?”. We went on the search and found 

this graph. It plots Positive cases minus Recovered and deaths. We hope it is informative. 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines
https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines
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The Western Cape has become South Africa's new epicentre of the coronavirus, jumping ahead 

of Gauteng in total number of cases. 

According to the figures released by the Western Cape government on Thursday, as at 17:00 on 

Wednesday, the vast majority of cases – 954 – are in the Cape Town metropolitan area. The Cape 

Winelands District Municipality followed with 89 cases, and the Garden Route had 60. No cases 

were recorded in the Central Karoo District Municipality. Western Cape Premier Alan Winde has 

attributed this to the province's "more rigorous testing approach". 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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AFRICA 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Please remember: Although we are all consumed by Coronavirus and COVID-19, we must not 

loose sight of the fact that there are other crises within our region and globally.  

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Africa Vaccination Week 2020 kicks off as COVID-19 threatens immunization gains 

Africa has been experiencing a resurgence of measles. Measles preventive mass vaccination 

campaigns in Chad, Ethiopia, Nigeria and South Sudan have been suspended because of COVID-19, 

leaving around 21 million children who would have been vaccinated, unprotected. 

“While the complexity and breadth of the Covid-19 response is unprecedented, we must continue 

to protect African children against vaccine-preventable diseases,” said Dr Matshidiso Moeti, 

World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Director for Africa. “Let us not be blind-sided by 

COVID-19 and let down our guard against measles and other childhood threats.” 

Prior disease outbreaks and humanitarian emergencies have underscored the importance of 

maintaining essential health services such as immunization. Even brief interruptions of vaccination 

activities make outbreaks more likely to occur, putting children and other vulnerable groups more 

at risk of life-threatening diseases.  

WHO has developed new guidelines on immunization in the context of COVID-19 that stress the 

need for a dynamic approach. They recommend that countries temporarily pause preventive 

mass vaccination campaigns but urge them to prioritize the continuation of routine 

immunization of children as an essential service delivery as well as adult vaccinations such as 

influenza for groups most at risk. 

 

Zimbabwe under strain as Malaria cases surge during Covid-19 fight 

Already battling to contain the novel coronavirus, Zimbabwe health authorities are also facing a 

surge in malaria cases which has claimed 152 lives this year, a doctor said Friday. The increase in 

malaria cases has raised concerns that some coronavirus cases may go unrecognised since some 

symptoms of the two diseases are similar. 

As the country entered its fourth week of a five-week lockdown imposed to control the spread of 

the virus, the government announced a 45 percent rise in malaria cases compared to 2019 as the 

number of deaths increased more than 20%. 

"This year the cumulative malaria cases in the country stand at 170,303 and the deaths are 152 

compared to 117 715 and 127 in 2019 over the same period," the health ministry announced. "We 

are beginning to see the cases rising," Norman Matara, secretary general of the Zimbabwe 

Association of Doctors for Human Rights told AFP on Friday. 

"Unfortunately this is happening at a time we are battling with another health crisis - Covid-19 

pandemic. In addition, one of the conditions can be mistaken for the other because some of the 

symptoms tend to be similar," said Matara. 

 

And just to remember that Coronavirus has no boundaries or preferences, just as Christians had 

to celebrate a very different Easter period, so too do Muslims have to prepare for a very 

different Ramadaan  

Ramadan is typically a period of both worship and socialising, but this year strict lockdowns limit gatherings 

for iftar meals at dusk when the fast is broken - a centrepiece of Ramadan. The North African nation's 

Council of Oulemas, the official religious body, called for confinement to be respected during Ramadan, 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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saying Islamic sharia law put saving lives above all else - even meeting for prayers. "This Ramadaan is very 

different - it's just not festive. I'm disappointed that I can't go to the mosque, but what can we do? The 

world is different now." Similar sentiments echoed across the Middle East and North Africa, where multiple 

towns and cities are under round-the-clock curfew. 

In his capacity as chairperson of the African Union, President Cyril Ramaphosa has encouraged the millions 

of Africans, who are commemorating Ramadan, to take courage and strength from the message of Ramadaan 

as the continent deals with Covid-19. 

“The Ramadan spirit of giving and of charity will continue to be needed for a long time to come. As Africans, 

we will emerge from this hardship with a new consciousness. We will understand, and perhaps as never 

before, our great duty to help and support those less fortunate than ourselves will be enhanced.”  

 

“As the holy Quran says, if anyone saves a life, it is as if they have saved the whole of humankind. May this 

blessed month, be a time in which we strengthen the bonds of solidarity that exist between us as Africans."  

"The crescent moon has risen over our continent, Africa. And the sacred month of Ramadaan has begun. On 

behalf of the African Union, I wish our Muslim brothers and sisters well during this holy month," said 

Ramaphosa  

 

 

GLOBAL 

NEWS 

The UN on Friday joined forces with world leaders and the private sector on an initiative to speed 

up development of Covid-19 vaccines and treatments, and ensure equal access for all. 

"This is a landmark collaboration to accelerate the development, production and equitable 

distribution of vaccines, diagnostics, and therapeutics for Covid-19," World Health Organization 

chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus told a virtual briefing. "United we can fight this virus." 

The event was co-hosted by French President Emmanuel Macron, European Commission chief 

Ursula von der Leyen and Melinda Gates of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

  

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Data as reported by national authorities by 10:00 CET 24 April 2020  

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report – 95 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS total (new) cases in last 24 hours  

 

Globally   2 626 321 confirmed (81 529)                 181 938 deaths (6260)  

  

European Region  1 284 216 confirmed (32 758) 116 523 deaths (3187)  

Region of the Americas   995 510 confirmed (38 108)                 50 583 deaths (2787)  

Eastern Mediterranean Region   149 295 confirmed (4845)                 6608 deaths (139)  

Western Pacific Region   139 782 confirmed (1880)                 5869 deaths (51)  

South-East Asia Region   38 572 confirmed (2533)                 1554 deaths (56)  

African Region   18 234 confirmed (1405)    788 deaths (40) 

WHO RISK ASSESSMENT Global Level Very High 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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HIGHLIGHTS  

  

WHO has published an interim guidance ‘COVID-19 and Food Safety: Guidance for competent 

authorities responsible for national food safety control systems’. The guidance document provides 

advice and recommendations for national food safety authorities to optimize food control 

functions and prioritize critical services that preserve the integrity of food safety systems.  

• WHO has published an interim guidance ‘Water, sanitation, hygiene, and waste management for 

the COVID-19 virus’. This interim guidance is the second edition and supplements existing 

infection prevention and control documents by summarizing the latest evidence on COVID-19 in 

water supplies and sanitation. It highlights WHO guidance on water, sanitation, hand hygiene and 

health care waste which is relevant for viruses (including coronaviruses).   

• WHO’s Health Security Learning Platform offers a number of online courses to help enhance 

knowledge on specific issues related to the implementation of the International Health 

Regulations (2005). A new course, “Operational considerations for managing COVID-19 

cases/outbreak in aviation”, is available and is the topic for today’s ‘Subject in Focus’, below. 

 

SUBJECT IN FOCUS: New online course released on the management of COVID-19 in aviation 

 

A new, interactive e-learning course titled “Operational considerations for managing COVID-19 

cases/outbreak in aviation” has been developed based on the guidance document of the same name.  It 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331842/WHO-2019-nCoV-Food_Safety_authorities-2020.1-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331846/WHO-2019-nCoV-IPC_WASH-2020.3-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331846/WHO-2019-nCoV-IPC_WASH-2020.3-eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance/infection-prevention-and-control
https://extranet.who.int/hslp/training/course/view.php?id=328
https://extranet.who.int/hslp/training/course/view.php?id=328
https://extranet.who.int/hslp/training/course/view.php?id=328
https://extranet.who.int/hslp/training/course/view.php?id=328
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can be downloaded on personal computers and mobile phones and complements the COVID-19 at Points of 

Entry course "Management of ill travellers at points of entry in the context of the COVID-19 outbreak". It is 

intended for a range of audiences, including:   

• National International Health Regulation (IHR) focal points; • Airport health authorities;  • Local, 

provincial and national health surveillance and response systems; • Civil aviation authorities; • Airport 

operators; • Aircraft operators; • Airports; • Airlines. 

The course is easy to navigate and takes approximately one hour to complete. It is organized 

systematically with clearly identified chapters that highlight the main concepts and case 

definitions, management of suspected cases at airports and on-board aircraft, cleaning and 

disinfection, and other key topics.  

There are six scenarios dispersed throughout the course that challenge the learner to respond 

appropriately to realistic situations. The course ends with a 15-question quiz that assesses the 

learner’s comprehension of the material and provides a review of key points. - end 

 

We know there are a tremendous amount of statistics out there but we aim to give you the 

overall picture. We will add new graphs intermittently within the report. 

 

Please note: the global stats below EXCLUDE China 

 

Although there has been an increase in the recoveries, the number of new cases rose sharply. 

 

EDUCATION 

Since cloth masks will now be mandatory in most countries, it might be worthwhile sharing the 

‘How to make your mask’ video again: https://youtu.be/VvZ3QO3a9eU 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://youtu.be/VvZ3QO3a9eU
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USEFUL TIPS 

 

Fun nature activities for kids: https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/outdoor-nature-science-

activities-kids/  

Apart from COVID-19 information, PAAZA has some creative ideas which will not only keep the 

whole family active, but will also help You to make a conservation difference. Why not visit: 

http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html and http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-

survival-action.html (this one also available on mobile app). 

 

It truly is a wonderful world 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/outdoor-nature-science-activities-kids/
https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/outdoor-nature-science-activities-kids/
http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html
https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/Summer-Nature-Challenge-Cards

