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COVID-19 UPDATE 

& SURVIVAL 

18 April , 2020  

 

 

Being Sunday, we thought we would detract slightly and bring you something different. The one 

that caught our eye was from Helen Dale from the UK who has coined a new virus – Conspiravirus! 

“It’s always been true that the Devil makes mischief for idle hands; maybe conspiracy theories are 

what he makes for idle minds. Knowledge workers are currently stuck at home, bored, day 

drinking, and at a loose end. Unlike NHS staff, care-workers, or delivery drivers — all at risk from 

coronavirus — they’re at risk of Conspiravirus instead. It, too, is bloody contagious, and we know 

there will never be a vaccine.” Part of the problem we’re facing with the contemporary 

efflorescence of conspiracism is knowledge overload. Human beings, confronted with an 

infodemic as much as a pandemic, try to sort information of extremely varied quality into 

categories to “make sense” of their situation. Conspiracy theories have a pleasant neatness that 

makes this process easier.  

Having read her citation, it highlighted the fact that there is certainly no conspiracy when it comes 

to nature. In the words from Jane Goodall who says: “The coronavirus pandemic was caused by 

humanity's disregard for nature and disrespect for animals.”  

Although it had to be postponed, the message depicted in the One Health, One Future conference 

logo sends a strong message: 

 

 

Thought for the day is from Paul A. Baribault, president/CEO of San Diego Zoo Global: 

“Endangered wildlife will continue to disappear at accelerated rates if we do not remain 

steadfast in fulfilling our mission. The urgent nature of our work, even in the face of this 

pandemic, remains unchanged.” 

 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/ 

 
Send "hi" to +41 79 893 18 92 

on WhatsApp – English 

https://www.who.int/ 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.nicd.ac.za/2020/03/28/
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/
https://www.who.int/
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PLANNING for POST COVID-19 

We decided that Sunday needed to be day to ‘relax the brain’ from new protocols and strategies 

and reflect on how nature and the ecosystem is changing. 

Satellite images released by the European Space Agency show a change in Venice's canals from 

2019 to 2020. 

“The water now looks clearer because there is less traffic on the canals, allowing the sediment to 

stay at the bottom," a spokesman said. "It's because there is less boat traffic that usually brings 

sediment to the top of the water's surface.” Less traffic on the waterways has drastically altered 

the colour of the water in the canals, likely because sediment has finally been able to settle. 

The spokesman said the air quality has increased, too, thanks to fewer motorboats on the canals. 

According to the ESA, the lockdown has helped improve air quality across Europe.  

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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As South Africans spend another day in coronavirus lockdown - indoors, flora and fauna around 

the country are enjoying a break from gawking onlookers. 

None more so the case than at Skukuza Golf Club inside the Kruger National Park. The unique 9-

hole course is closed to golfers at present, allowing animals to roam the fairways freely. 

A lion guards the 5th tee while a pack of wild dogs keep the 'next tee' well protected. A hyena 

casually strolls past, checking out the king of the jungle ... and now, Skukuza Golf Club. 

   

Yesterday there was also a video of African Penguins investigating Simonstown residential area. 

With reference to the closing thought below, no matter the present nCOV-2 pandemic, the 

ecosystem continues to operate. How do we as the Wildlife industry and custodians of wonderful 

animals, share our passion with those less fortunate to be as interconnected with nature as we 

are.  

NEW: Exclusive to PAAZA Members and affiliated wildlife facilities 

To further assist bona-fide ‘In Controlled Environment’ facilities, PAAZA will be creating a 

section on www.paaza.africa which will be dedicated to posting appeal notices from African 

facilities in distress. 

Please send your appeal notice in either .png or .jpeg format to: johnw@zoosafrica.com The 

notice should not be larger than 2meg. An example, UWEC, has been posted on PAAZA FB. 

 

Closing thought: The big global question highlighted by South African Health Minister Zweli Mkhize 

What is the best way to ensure the balance between the transmission (of the coronavirus) and food 

supply? 

“There is a huge amount of debate that goes on continuously. We need to contain the virus by reducing 

the movement of people. We are very conscious how this has a negative impact on the economy and 

food security. Whatever steps you will hear, you will know that we have taken these two issues into 

account." 

 

 
 

http://www.paaza.africa/
http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
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KEEPER CORNER – International Zookeeper Day: October 4th 

 

The International Congress of Zookeepers asks you to join in the 4th Annual Celebration of 

International Zookeeper Day  this October 4th in honour of St. Francis of Assisi, who advocated that 

it was the duty of men to protect and enjoy nature. This celebratory day includes all who make it 

their life’s work to care for animals, whether they are involved with zoos, sanctuaries, aquariums, 

rescue centres, parks or reserves. All who work to improve and save the lives of animals shall be 

commemorated on this day. 

  

This declaration comes at a time when many animal species are in great peril across the globe. 

Many species are facing extinction, and their ecosystems and habitats are under tremendous 

pressure from diverse forces, both natural and man-made. Stewardship is the last hope for many 

endangered species and the professionals who devote their lives to saving species by way of 

conservation and breeding programs, education outreach, and research work tirelessly to save 

these animals. 

 

We encourage you to engage in programs, activities, and ceremonies which encourage 

education and public awareness of the important role of keepers in wildlife conservation. Please 

take the opportunity on October 4th to stop and reflect on the huge contribution zookeepers make 

to the care and conservation of all species great and small 

 

We would like to re-iterate A call-out to Animal Keepers/Carers – we need YOUR valued 

observations of the animals in your care at this time please 

 

In an effort to add value to your observations as an animal keeper/carer and identify common  

trends in our animals in this changing world, we would like YOU to share your observations with 

the PAAZA Executive office. This is NOT a daily report but rather a casual note. 

 

Contact details: You can either sms or send a Whatsapp to: 0832279918 or if you want to send a 

longer note: johnw@zoosafrica.com  

 

An example of a typical message: ‘I have noticed a massive decrease in our Gibbon species 

vocalisation – Kara, LPZ’ or ‘The birds in my aviaries are very quiet – Esther, BFW’ 

 

Note: Your name and facility will NOT be used for any other purpose other than to follow-up on 

changes post lockdown. This is valuable information in further understanding wildlife in 

controlled environments and how we can best apply the 5 Domains.    

 

Information - ‘Keeper Corner’ is a fully fledged portfolio under PAAZA dedicated to providing guidance and 

information for the specific activities of animal keepers/carers. With the dedicated assistance of Kara, Lory 

Park, in conjunction with the Executive office, our initial task is to update/clarify the database. To assist us 

in doing this, we need you to please register via the PAAZA mobile app. By downloading the app, you will 

also have access to all the ‘free to view’ information. 

 
Closing Thought: What we admire is the sacrifice of animal keepers/carers to continue to 

demonstrate their absolute dedication for the welfare of their animals and ensuring to give the 

best care to their animals no matter the crisis. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
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SITUATION REPORTS 
 

SOUTH AFRICA      
       https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines  

 
 

 

As of 14 April 2020,  the National Institute for Communicable Diseases, a division of the National Health 

Laboratory Service, confirms 108 021 people have been tested in both public and private sectors. 

 

 

We were asked: “So what is the actual number of infected right now?”. We went on the search and found 

this graph. It plots Positive cases minus Recovered and deaths. We hope it is informative. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines
https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines
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Update from Health Minister Zweli Mkhize 

Observation on deceased patients 

The majority of deceased patients have been elderly people and individuals who had 
comorbidities. This is consistent with the trends that we have seen worldwide. We therefore urge 
these vulnerable groups to adhere to their treatment regimens and maximise on staying at home. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Tests 

We are very pleased that the number of tests being conducted on a daily basis has significantly 
increased. In fact, we take pride that in the whole of Africa, South Africa is leading in testing. We 
want to also emphasise that the daily tests that we report exclude repeat tests on one 
individual. A repeat test is done for confirmation or when a person tests to check their recovery.  

To illustrate this, today we report that we have conducted 108 021. However, the total tests done 
to date (including repeat tests) is 123 008.  
241 countrywide are in hospital, 162 of those admitted in private hospitals, 79 in public hospitals; 
137 in isolation ; 36 in ICU, 23 on ventilators. 

We must also recognise that the reason for this increase in the past two weeks is due to the 
proactive approach of provinces to actively screen and test members of the community. 

We are aware that some citizens have rejected our health workers when they approach them at 
their homes or in public places. We want to assure the public that testing for COVID-19 is for your 
own good and also for those you love and must protect. 

Mkhize affirmed support for WHO, saying they have handled the situation well. He says the 
Director General of WHO, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, is a man of integrity. Attacking WHO 
and Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus is unfair, and is distracting the world from a common 
enemy, he says. He says US president is trying to 'turn us against each other'.  

South Africa is fortunate to have good support from global partners. China has deployed experts 
to assist South Africa with the crisis. They have also opened up their supply chain to South Africa. 
We are also expecting around 180 doctors and specialists from Cuba to assist South Africa. India 
has supported South Africa by allowing medicine to leave the country despite their national 
lockdown.  
 
In closing, I need to commend the media for their reportage thus far of the Covid-19 crisis. We 
appreciate them for not sensationalising the crisis which could lead to unnecessary hysteria.  

Dr Zwelini Mkhize 
Minister of Health 
Ends… 

Ramaphosa, premiers and mayors agree to put 'more cash in the hands of households' 

The Presidency issued a statement on Saturday, following a meeting of the President's 

Coordinating Council (PCC) to discuss measures to strengthen the country's response to Covid-19. 

The council also discussed having structural reforms introduced for the SA economy. It agreed to 

regulations gradually being eased in various sectors until the economy is operating at full 

capacity once more. This would be guided by evidence of progress in containing the spread of the 

coronavirus, the Presidency said. The president also met with Nedlac on Friday, similarly to discuss 

economic measures to be taken following the lockdown. Cabinet is to meet on 20 April, where 

these options will be considered further.  

According to the Presidency, since the lockdown over 100 000 households across the country have 

been provided with food parcels. More households are being targeted through the Solidarity Fund 

and Department of Social Development's Disaster Relief Fund. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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"The South African Social Security Agency has also set aside over R400 million for social relief of 

distress through food parcels and vouchers to be rolled out on a larger scale," the Presidency said. 

The PCC wants these efforts to be expanded. The PCC has also agreed to increase the provision of 

water across the country and to deliver relief to more households including the homeless and 

vulnerable groups. 

 

 

AFRICA 

 

 
 

 

 

Please remember: Although we are all consumed by Coronavirus and COVID-19, we must not 

loose sight of the fact that there are other crises within our region and globally.  

http://www.paaza.africa/
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GLOBAL 

NEWS 

The worldwide death toll from the novel coronavirus pandemic rose to 154,188 on Saturday, 

according to a tally from official sources compiled by AFP at 11:00 GMT. 

More than 2,251,690 declared cases have been registered in 193 countries and territories since 

the epidemic first emerged in China in December. Of these cases, at least 497,600 are now 

considered recovered. 

 

The tallies, using data collected by AFP from national authorities and information from the World 

Health Organization (WHO), probably reflect only a fraction of the actual number of infections. 

 

Many countries are testing only the most serious cases. In the United States, now the epicentre of 

the pandemic, the death toll stood at 37,079 with 706,779 infections. At least 59,672 patients 

have recovered. 

 

  

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Data as reported by national authorities by 10:00 CET 18 April 2020  

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report – 89 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS total (new) cases in last 24 hours  

Globally   2 160 207 confirmed (85 678)                 146 088 deaths (6710)  

European Region  1 086 889 confirmed (36 018) 97 201 deaths (3721)  

Region of the Americas   784 272 confirmed (40 665)                 35 742 deaths (2714)  

Western Pacific Region   129 256 confirmed (1661)                 5598 deaths (40)  

Eastern Mediterranean Region   120 683 confirmed (4859)                 5784 deaths (122)  

South-East Asia Region   25 291 confirmed (1731)                 1134 deaths (83)  

African Region   13 104 confirmed (744)    616 deaths (30) 

WHO RISK ASSESSMENT Global Level Very High 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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HIGHLIGHTS  

  

No new country/territory/area reported cases of COVID-19 in the past 24 hours.   

• WHO Regional Director for Europe Dr Hans Henri P. Kluge, has released a statement on the 

transition to a ‘new normal’ during the COVID-19 pandemic, stressing that it must be guided by 
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public health principles. His statement is available here and it complements new guidance on 

adjusting public health and social measures, available here.  

• Refugees and migrants face the same health risks from COVID-19 as their host populations. WHO 

has published new guidance, available here, for refugees and migrants to be included in the public 

health response to the  COVID-19 pandemic.  

• WHO and Global Citizen are joining forces with many of the world’s leading musicians, 

comedians and humanitarians for the “One World, Together At Home” global special. It will be 

broadcast/livestream on major social media networks, streaming services, and major television 

networks worldwide on 18– 19 April 2020. Further information and local listings are available on 

the Global Citizen website here.  

• In the ‘Subject in Focus’ below, WHO presents data on COVID-19 cases by age and sex. This 

data is based on nearly 750 000 WHO case reporting forms received from 113 countries, territories 

and areas. 

SUBJECT IN FOCUS: WHO global case-based surveillance for human infection with coronavirus 

disease (COVID-19) 

Following the notification of COVID-19 cases among travellers from Wuhan, China in early January, WHO 

set up a global surveillance system to gather essential information to monitor the epidemic. Beginning on 

26 January, all Members States were requested to immediately report confirmed and probable cases of 

COVID-19 to WHO with a minimal set of information through a standardized case reporting form (CRF).   

As of 13 April, a total of 747 546 confirmed cases were documented via case reporting forms (CRFs) 

received from 113 countries, territories and areas across five different WHO regions and three international 

conveyances. The number of cases with a CRF accounts for 44.0% of the confirmed cases reported globally 

as of 13 April 10 AM.  Distribution per region shows that 316 076 (42.3%) of CRFs were reported from the 

European Region, 415 484 (55.6%) from the Region of the Americas, 10 662 (1.4%) from the Western Pacific 

Region, 4717 (0.6%) from the Eastern Mediterranean Region, 136 (0.02%) from the South-East Asia Region, 

and none from the Africa Region. An additional 471 CRFs have been submitted from international 

conveyances. It is important to note that of the cases which are documented with CRFs so far, the United 

States of America, Italy and Germany account for 74% of all cases in the database. Thus, these data should 

not be considered representative of all globally confirmed COVID-19 cases.  

 

Distribution by age and sex of confirmed COVID-19 cases reported to the WHO case-based 

surveillance system globally to date  

A total of 716 570 CRFs (95.9%) reported information on age and sex. The sex ratio (male to 

female) among the confirmed cases is 1.03:1, and the median age is 51 (interquartile range, IQR: 

36-65) years. For males, the median age is 52 (IQR 37-65) years, and for females 50 (IQR 35-64) 

years. The sex ratio varies significantly with age in all ranges except 10-19 years. The largest sex 

ratios (male to female) are observed amongst the 0-9 year (1.16), 60-69 year (1.27:1), and 70-79 

year (1.34:1) age groups. Conversely, the lowest sex ratios (i.e. those showing more females than 

males) are found in the 20-29 year (0.85:1) and 80 years and over (0.78:1) age groups (Figure 2). 

When cases reported from the United States, Germany and Italy are excluded, the overall sex ratio 

changes to 0.95:1 (more females than males amongst the cases), while there remains an excess of 

males in the 0-9, 60-69 and 70-79 year age groups (data not shown). 

http://www.paaza.africa/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/statements/2020/statement-transition-to-a-new-normal-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-must-be-guided-by-public-health-principles
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance/critical-preparedness-readiness-and-response-actions-for-covid-19
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/preparedness-prevention-and-control-of-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-for-refugees-and-migrants-in-non-camp-settings
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/one-world-together-at-home-how-to-tune-in/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331506/WHO-2019-nCoV-SurveillanceGuidance-2020.6-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331234/WHO-2019-nCoV-SurveillanceCRF-2020.2-eng.pdf
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Distribution by age of confirmed COVID-19 cases reported to the WHO case-based surveillance 

system over time, from 24 February through 13 April, 2020  

The age distribution has varied with the progression of the epidemic from 24 February (the week 

in which sufficient CRFs began to be reported) to the present. As shown in Figure 3, the 

proportions of cases aged 0-19 years and 40-59 years are stable over time, whilst a steady increase 

is observed in the proportion of cases aged 20-39 years, concurrent with a proportional decrease 

in the 60-79 and 80+ years age groups. 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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We know there are a tremendous amount of statistics out there but we aim to give you the 

overall picture. We will add new graphs intermittently within the report. 

 

Please note: the global stats below EXCLUDE China 

 

 

EDUCATION 

Yesterday the news was all about exams being cancelled/postponed. This is however NOT the case 

with UNISA students: Unisa to continue with mid-year exams, but no physical venues will be 

used 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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USEFUL TIPS 

This one is for the whole family 

SPECIAL HUB | Bored? Hungry? Fed up with the kids? We have got you covered during the 

lockdown  

https://specialprojects.news24.com/coronavirus/lockdown-activities/index.html 

Looking for something on the wild side – have a look at    https://wildearth.tv/kids/  

 

There are also some innovative offerings from the PAAZA community on their various platforms. 

Apart from COVID-19 information, PAAZA has some creative ideas which will not only keep the 

whole family active, but will also help You to make a conservation difference. Why not visit: 

http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html and http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-

survival-action.html (this one also available on mobile app). 

 

Let us also not limit our vision to our wonderful earth, but also looks to the heavens and the 

amazing universe: 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://specialprojects.news24.com/coronavirus/lockdown-activities/index.html
https://specialprojects.news24.com/coronavirus/lockdown-activities/index.html
https://specialprojects.news24.com/coronavirus/lockdown-activities/index.html
https://wildearth.tv/kids/
http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html

