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COVID-19 UPDATE 

& SURVIVAL 

17 April , 2020  

 

 

Global event: "One World: Together At Home" will air on Saturday, April 18, 2020 at 8 p.m. ET 

Leading up to the global broadcast special, there will be a six-hour streamed event beginning at 2 

p.m. ET, curated from around the world, to support brave healthcare workers doing life-saving 

work on the front lines. 

“The World Health Organization is committed to defeating the coronavirus pandemic with science 

and public health measures, and supporting the health workers who are on the frontlines of the 

response,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of WHO. 

“One World: Together At Home” will be broadcast on major television networks worldwide on 

Saturday, 18 April 2020 at 17:00 (Los Angeles time) / 20:00 (New York time) / 01:00 (London time) 

Additional international broadcasters include beIN Media Group, MultiChoice Group and RTE. 

 

The event will be streamed online on multiple global platforms, including: Alibaba, Amazon Prime 

Video, Apple, Facebook, Instagram, LiveXLive, Tencent, Tencent Music Entertainment Group, 

TIDAL, TuneIn, Twitch, Twitter, Yahoo and YouTube. This digital special will include additional 

artists and performances from all over the globe as well as unique stories from the world's 

healthcare heroes. 

The entire Special will be streamed at www.youtube.com/WHO and on WHO’s main social media 

channels. For information about how to tune in and take action, 

visit www.globalcitizen.org/togetherathome 

 

 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/ 

 
Send "hi" to +41 79 893 18 92 

on WhatsApp – English 

https://www.who.int/ 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.nicd.ac.za/2020/03/28/
http://www.youtube.com/WHO
http://www.globalcitizen.org/togetherathome
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/
https://www.who.int/


Africa – COVID-19 update Issue 21          www.paaza.africa           Page 2 of 15 
 

        

Thought for the day is from Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of WHO: 

“We may have to be apart physically for a while, but we can still come together virtually to 

enjoy great music. The ‘One World: Together At Home’ concert represents a powerful show of 

solidarity against a common threat.” 

 

PLANNING for POST COVID-19 

A headline in a scientific report raised our interest: Dozens of Non-Human Primate Species Are 

Vulnerable to COVID-19 

As you read the below, please remember that it is purely an excerpt from the summary of the full 

report which was published and is available as a preprint on bioRxiv here. Please also remember 

that it is a scientific paper.  

At the end of 2019 a novel coronavirus emerged in Wuhan, China. This virus, named SARS-CoV-2, 

can lead to the disease COVID-19 in humans and has quickly spread around the world, causing 

tens of thousands of deaths. The pandemic is an ongoing humanitarian disaster, but concerns have 

also been raised about impacts of SARS-CoV-2 on non-human animals, especially our closest living 

relatives, the great apes and other primates. 

Outbreaks of other human diseases among wild primates in the past have had fatal consequences. 

For example, the Ebola virus killed 5000 gorillas in 2002-2003 and yellow-fever has caused mass 

mortality in howler monkeys across both Central and South America. In response to SARS-Cov-2, 

the IUCN has released a statement warning of the potential risks of the disease to non-human 

primates. If they were susceptible to COVID-19, this could be especially devastating to endangered 

species, whose numbers have already been decimated for other reasons, such as habitat loss. 

However, the actual risks to non-human primates were unknown. 

Without evidence of susceptibility, it is difficult to fully assess risk and more difficult to 

implement protective measures widely, across zoos, research facilities, and other places where 

human and non-human primates come into close contact, including in the wild. Our [research 

team]goal was, therefore, to harness the available primate genomic data to predict how 

susceptible they might be to the novel coronavirus. 

Primates from the Americas (platyrrhines) have some differences, namely at sites 41, 42, and 82. 

Lemurs and galagos also show variation at various of the binding sites. Our protein interaction 

models suggest that the changes in the mouse lemur, galago, and platyrrhines might decrease the 

virus’s ability to attach to ACE2 and make them less susceptible to infection by SARS-CoV-2. 

Sifakas, on the other hand, likely have similar susceptibility as humans. However, we want to be 

very clear that these are just computational models, so the safest course of action would be to 

treat all primates as potentially susceptible. 

Overall, our results suggest that dozens of non-human primate species, including our closest 

relatives, are at risk for SARS-CoV-2 infection and are vulnerable to COVID-19, which could have 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.04.09.034967v1
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-52236493
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-52236493
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/314/5805/1522
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/brazilian-forests-fall-silent-as-yellow-fever-decimates-threatened-monkeys/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/brazilian-forests-fall-silent-as-yellow-fever-decimates-threatened-monkeys/
http://www.internationalprimatologicalsociety.org/docs/Final%20-%20SARS%20CoV-2%20and%20Great%20Apes%20Joint%20Communique%2016-05-20.pdf
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devastating impacts on populations of primates that are already endangered. Additional 

precautions may be necessary to protect captive primates and action should be taken to limit 

contact between wild primate populations and humans.  

Citation: Amanda D Melin, Mareike C Janiak, Frank Marrone, Paramjit S Arora, & James P. Higham. 

Comparative ACE2 variation and primate COVID-19 risk. bioRxiv 2020.04.09.034967; 

https://doi.org/10.1101/2020.04.09.034967 

This again comes back to our favourite topic: BIOSECURITY is the responsibility of EVERYONE – it 

is not a ‘Nice to Have’! It has become the foremost activity in our lives – it is part of the new 

‘norm’. 

What has been VERY disturbing in South Africa are the number of human hospitals that have 

either had to close complete sections or the entire hospital due to contamination from COVID-19. 

This boggles the mind since this raises a serious concern over implementation and/or 

understanding of Biosecurity. The wildlife industry can actually hold its head up high with its SoP’s 

and implementation of Biosecurity, however, we must NEVER become complacent and must 

continuously review our operational processes. Since we keep harping on ‘interconnectivity’, 

maybe the wildlife industry has a bigger role to play right now and definitely in the new world post 

COVID-19?  

Closing thought: from the above citation 

" While the human toll of the novel coronavirus has been immense and is a tragedy that requires 

our focus and effort, we likewise have a duty to protect our closest living relatives from its 

effects and in turn, wildlife and the ecosystem which interconnects ALL living beings." 

 

 
KEEPER CORNER – Verify information before sharing 

 

Too often we receive or see information on social media and share it without fact checking it or 

least verifying the source. We assume that because it was sent by a friend/trustworthy person or 

seen on a media site that it is trusted that the information presented should be factual. It leaves 

us open to make false assumptions and this kind of misinformation is generally something that 

incites strong emotions making it more likely to be distributed.  

 

This of course can lead to pockets of mass hysteria in communities that receive the information. 

Usually this is the intended consequence and there are steps we can take to prevent this. 

 

Most social media sites do actively try and ensure that false information isn’t presented on their 

sites but unfortunately they will never be able to be 100% accurate. As a result, we should try and 

always look at any information we receive objectively, regardless of its source. If it seems like 

what would be considered a major story by most news outlets then check those outlets before 

distributing it.  

 

With the increased use of WhatsApp groups, even if it is run within your own facility, these too 

need to be monitored by their admins to ensure that false information is not represented and 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://doi.org/10.1101/2020.04.09.034967
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distributed in them as they (admins) are responsible for any information sent from them. Also 

remember to ensure that you are aware of your facility’s policy on sharing information. 

 

Governments around the world, including ours, are amending laws and regulations to make it 

illegal to knowingly distribute or create false information. This has been brought to light most 

recently with the Covid-19 outbreaks where individuals who have release messages that soon 

went viral containing information that was both incorrect and inflammatory are now facing the 

consequences of their actions. In short, if you can’t verify the information in 2 different 

unrelated places, its better to not just pass the message on. 

 

Be responsible for the things you post on your own social media. While social media can be a 

great way to share things it has the ability to cause a large amount of problems for a facility and 

ultimately the wildlife industry we are all passionate about.  If you are posting on your own social 

media ensure that you are following the government regulations in your post and that all your 

information is verified and positive towards your facility. When you plan to post about your facility 

make sure you clear this with your supervisors as all facilities have different rules about social 

media.  

 

We would like to re-iterate A call-out to Animal Keepers/Carers – we need YOUR valued 

observations of the animals in your care at this time please 

 

In an effort to add value to your observations as an animal keeper/carer and identify common  

trends in our animals in this changing world, we would like YOU to share your observations with 

the PAAZA Executive office. This is NOT a daily report but rather a casual note. 

 

Contact details: You can either sms or send a Whatsapp to: 0832279918 or if you want to send a 

longer note: johnw@zoosafrica.com  

 

An example of a typical message: ‘I have noticed a massive decrease in our Gibbon species 

vocalisation – Kara, LPZ’ or ‘The birds in my aviaries are very quiet – Esther, BFW’ 

 

Note: Your name and facility will NOT be used for any other purpose other than to follow-up on 

changes post lockdown. This is valuable information in further understanding wildlife in 

controlled environments and how we can best apply the 5 Domains.    

 

Closing Thought: Remember that not everyone sees things from your point of view and this can 

cause a lot of negativity around the work you do. 

 

Information - ‘Keeper Corner’ is a fully fledged portfolio under PAAZA dedicated to providing 

guidance and information for the specific activities of animal keepers/carers. With the dedicated 

assistance of Kara, Lory Park, in conjunction with the Executive office, our initial task is to 

update/clarify the database. To assist us in doing this, we need you to please register via the 

PAAZA mobile app. By downloading the app, you will also have access to all the ‘free to view’ 

information. 

 
 
 

http://www.paaza.africa/
mailto:johnw@zoosafrica.com
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SITUATION REPORTS 
 

SOUTH AFRICA      
       https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines  
 

 

As of 14 April 2020,  the National Institute for Communicable Diseases, a division of the National Health 

Laboratory Service, confirms 100 827 tests have been conducted in both public and private sectors. 

 

We were asked: “So what is the actual number of infected right now?”. We went on the search and found 

this graph. It plots Positive cases minus Recovered and deaths. We hope it is informative. 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines
https://www.gov.za/coronavirus/guidelines
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Gauteng remains epicentre of Covid-19 with nearly 40% of confirmed cases 

Gauteng has breached the 1000 mark on Friday and now sits at 1018 infections. 

Along with the new regulations were released this week, was a lot of speculation on the way 

forward for education. We have added this to the ‘Education’ section below.  

 

 
 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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AFRICA 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Please remember: Although we are all consumed by Coronavirus and COVID-19, we must not 

loose sight of the fact that there are other crises within our region and globally.  

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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COVID-19 has changed the world - The time for a reset 

Among other things in Africa, it could lead to significant setbacks in the fight against poverty as 

developed countries turn inwards. The nature of aid as we know it may change. This is a concern, 

but more so an opportunity. This reset does not have to be a bad thing if African countries learn to 

own their problems and be their solutions. 

 

Aid has failed Africa  

No African country has deep enough pockets to dig itself out of the economic crisis that COVID-19 

has created. Africa has to grow up if it is to be the solution and not the victim. We should be 

looking at COVID-19 as an opportunity to reset our politics, policies and economies. If donors 

want to be partners to African countries in the long-term, they should reset theirs too. 

Excerpt from a report By Bobi Wine & Greg Mills 

 

Good News from the WHO Director-General 

In the past week there has been a 51% increase in the number of reported cases in my own 

continent, Africa, and a 60% increase in the number of reported deaths.  

With the current challenge of obtaining testing kits, it’s likely that the real numbers are higher 

than reported. 

With WHO support, most countries in Africa now have the capacity to test for COVID-19, but there 

are still significant gaps in access to testing kits. We’re working with partners to fill those gaps and 

help countries find the virus. 

The Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention announced yesterday that more than 1 

million tests for COVID-19 will be rolled out across the continent starting next week.  

Strengthening and supporting African institutions like the Africa CDC will help now and fur the 

future.  

To further strengthen support for Africa, earlier this afternoon I spoke with President Ramaphosa 

of South Africa, Moussa Faki Mahamat, the Chairperson of the African Union Commission, UN 

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, the Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund, 

Kristalina Georgieva, and the President of the World Bank, David Malpass.  

 

 

GLOBAL 

NEWS 

'Under control' in Germany - The pandemic in Germany is "under control", says health minister 

Jens Spahn, as the country prepares to ease its lockdown measures and increase production of 

protective masks. 

Germany has recorded 133 830 cases and 3868 deaths but the person-to-person infection rate has 

dropped to 0.7 percent, according to the Robert Koch Institute.  

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Sadly, other countries have not been so fortunate. 

There have been more than 2 182 740 reported Covid-19 infections around the world, from which 

more than 145 673 people have died, according to an AFP tally at 1100 GMT on Friday based on 

official sources. 

Europe has 94 021 deaths out of 1 099 211 cases. 

The United States has the most deaths of any country with 33 286 fatalities out of 671 425 cases. 

Italy is the hardest-hit country in Europe, with 22 170 dead. Spain follows, with 19 478, then 

France 17 920 and Britain 13 729. 

 

  

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Data as reported by national authorities by 10:00 CET 17 April 2020  

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report – 88 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS total (new) cases in last 24 hours  

Globally   2 074 529 confirmed (82 967)                 139 378 deaths (8493)  

European Region  1 050 871 confirmed (37 778) 93 480 deaths (4163)  

Region of the Americas   743 607 confirmed (36 486)                 33 028 deaths (2783)  

Western Pacific Region   127 595 confirmed (2024)                 5558 deaths (1319)  

Eastern Mediterranean Region   115 824 confirmed (4392)                 5662 deaths (130)  

South-East Asia Region   23 560 confirmed (1770)                 1051 deaths (61)  

African Region   12 360 confirmed (517)    586 deaths (36)  

WHO RISK ASSESSMENT Global Level Very High 

http://www.paaza.africa/


Africa – COVID-19 update Issue 21          www.paaza.africa           Page 11 of 15 
 

        

 

 
 

 

HIGHLIGHTS  

  

No new country/territory/area reported cases of COVID-19 in the past 24 hours.   

• Globally, the number of reported confirmed cases exceeded 2 million.  

• WHO has released public health guidance for social and religious practices and gatherings 

during Ramadan. The guidance also offers advice to strengthen mental and physical wellbeing as 

the COVID-19 pandemic continues. The guidance is available here.  

• WHO has released guidance on considerations in adjusting public health and social measures in 

the context of COVID-19. This document is intended for national authorities and decision makers 

in countries that have introduced large scale public health and social measures. It offers guidance 

for adjusting public health and social measures, while managing the risk of a resurgence of cases. 

The guidance is available here.    

• The Chinese authorities have informed WHO that as cases have declined in China and the 

strain on the healthcare system has eased, a multisectoral team was established in late March 

2020 to perform a comprehensive review of COVID-19 data in Wuhan, Hubei Province. 

Information from a variety of sources was reviewed, leading to duplicate cases being removed and 

missed cases added. Following this review, the total number of cases in Wuhan increased by 325 

and the total number of deaths increased by 1290.   

• As of 11 April 2020, 167 countries, territories and areas have implemented additional health 

measures that significantly interfere with international traffic. An updated summary is outlined in 

the ‘Subject in Focus’ below. 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/practical-considerations-and-recommendations-for-religious-leaders-and-faith-based-communities-in-the-context-of-covid-19
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance/critical-preparedness-readiness-and-response-actions-for-covid-19
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SUBJECT IN FOCUS: Additional health measures significantly interfere with international traffic 

As of 11 April 2020, 167 countries, territories and areas have implemented additional health measures that 

significantly interfere with international traffic as defined under Article 43 of the International Health 

Regulations 

Since 6 February 2020, WHO has shared information regarding additional health measures in relation to the 

COVID19 outbreak with Member States every week through the Event Information Site, a secure platform 

accessible by national IHR focal points and United Nations agencies. The majority of measures taken by 

Member States relate to the denial of entry of passengers from countries experiencing outbreaks, followed 

by flight suspensions, visa restrictions, border closures, and quarantine measures. The public health 

rationale provided by States relates to these measures being part of a comprehensive set of interventions 

aiming at reducing the spread of the disease, the unknowns about the new virus and the disease, perceived 

vulnerabilities and concerns about overburdening the public health response capacities, limited capacities 

to quarantine returning travellers, specificities of small islands states, and the absence of treatment or 

vaccine.   

WHO has held weekly technical coordination meetings with the aviation and tourism sectors. WHO also 

produces regularly updated guidance and online courses on points of entry and mass gatherings which is 

available here. The UN International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) published an analysis of the 

economic impact of COVID-19 on civil aviation yesterday. Airport Council International has also published a 

survey of good practices at major airports on operations during COVID-19, available here. The International 

Air Transport Association (IATA)  has recently published a Quick Reference Guide for Ground Handling 

during COVID-19, which can be found here. 

 

We know there are a tremendous amount of statistics out there but we aim to give you the 

overall picture. We will add new graphs intermittently within the report. 

 

Please note: the global stats below EXCLUDE China 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance/points-of-entry-and-mass-gatherings
https://store.aci.aero/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Airport-Operational-Practice-Examples-for-Managing-COVID19.pdf
https://www.iata.org/contentassets/094560b4bd9844fda520e9058a0fbe2e/quick-reference-guide-ground-handling-covid.pdf
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EDUCATION 

Back to school – South Africa 

The Department of Basic Education's draft framework for a curriculum recovery plan revealed 

possible solutions to recover the school year since pupils will have missed more than a month of 

schoolwork. 

Caution to readers: We have promised from the start of these communiques that we would only 

bring you verified information, however, given the number of queries we have received, we have 

collated the below. The information is an outline of a lengthy draft document and a summary 

PowerPoint presentation, which has been seen only by certain media. 

 

Message from Dr Reginah Mhaule 

Very soon, we will outline plans for the 2020 academic year. Don't panic and refrain from 

spreading unconfirmed reports and fake news 

 

Scrap June exams, extend school hours - inside the Education Dept's draft recovery plan 

The Department of Basic Education's (DBE) draft framework for a curriculum recovery plan - post 

the Covid-19 lockdown - has revealed scenarios with recommendations which include scrapping 

the June examinations in order to save the schooling year.  

Cancelling the June examinations would allow enough time for teaching and learning once the 

lockdown in the country is lifted.  

The documents (again, only seen by certain media) show that, while the consequences of the 

cancellation were not expected to be significant, it would also require the department to engage 

with relevant stakeholders, including higher education institutions which may require June results 

from Grade 12 pupils for the processing of applications for admission for 2021. 

 

Implications  

Another recommendation in the draft is that June examinations and school-based assessments be 

either postponed or brought forward in order to maintain their integrity. Another option is to 

modify their format.  

"For instance, a special dispensation for the NSC (national senior certificate) examinations may 

have to be considered and internal examinations brought forward, if it comes to that extent.  

This will obviously have implications for the start of the 2021 academic year - issues relating to 

the quality assurance of examination results and entrance of learners in higher education 

institutions," a 40-page document draft stipulates (again, only seen by certain media). 

 

Curriculum 

The curriculum trimming and reorganisation, for the relevant grades, excluding Grade 12, might 

therefore include reducing the times for writing exams, or allowing pupils to take their exams 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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online or through other formats for the first time in the history of the education system in the 

country. 

However, the sector would need to explore these options and agree on the national approach in 

order to ensure the integrity and fairness of the examinations, the documents state. 

Other recommendations to save the school year includes shortening the June and September 

holidays and extending the school closure to 9 December.  

The draft documents also focus strongly on the recovery plan of Grade 12s to ensure that they are 

not disadvantaged, as they have to leave the system and transition to the higher education phase. 

It also outlines that for matrics, however, there should be no curriculum trimming and 

reorganisation. It emphasises that the Grade 12 curriculum has to be recovered to ensure a 

smooth transition to higher education. The drafts also outline that, given the importance of 

preparatory examinations for matrics, the examinations have to be written. 

Other recovery recommendations are based on extending school hours and the learning week to 

six days. 

 

Commitment to readers: We will keep monitoring and searching for verified information and 

convey this soonest. 

 

What can be verified is the following initiatives:  

Lockdown: Universities prepare to switch to online learning from Monday 

As the country proactively fights the spread of Covid-19, some universities are hitting the ground 

rolling, moving to online learning from Monday in a bid to save the academic year.  

Among the institutions switching to remote online teaching and learning from Monday 20 April 

are University of the Witwatersrand (Wits), University of Johannesburg (UJ), University of 

Pretoria (UP), Stellenbosch University and University of Cape Town (UCT).  

 

KZN schools start new term online 

Most private schools in the area were scheduled to return after the Easter holidays on either 14 or 

15 March and have resumed school-work while some government schools, based on feedback 

from the parent community, have also resumed formal schooling via online platforms. The 

challenge for most of the schools, however, has been pupils’ access to data and equipment.  

The KZN MEC for Education Kwazi Mshengu praised government schools for taking the initiative to 

proceed with schooling. “As long as no learner is prejudiced and has access to the same learning 

platforms, I must praise these government schools for thinking out of the box and taking a lead to 

ensure education continues,” said Mshengu. 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.wits.ac.za/covid19/covid19-news/latest/wits-switches-to-remote-online-teaching-and-learning-from-20-april-2020.html
https://www.uj.ac.za/coronavirus/
https://www.up.ac.za/coronavirus-updates
https://www.up.ac.za/coronavirus-updates
http://www.sun.ac.za/english/Lists/news/DispForm.aspx?ID=7266
https://www.news.uct.ac.za/campus/communications/updates/covid-19
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USEFUL TIPS 

‘School is in’ – tools from Department of Education in South Africa 

 

 

All available at: https://www.education.gov.za/  

 

There are also some innovative offerings from the PAAZA community on their various platforms. 

Apart from COVID-19 information, PAAZA has some creative ideas which will not only keep the 

whole family active, but will also help You to make a conservation difference. Why not visit: 

http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html and http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-

survival-action.html (this one also available on mobile app). 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.education.gov.za/
http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html

