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COVID-19 UPDATE 

& SURVIVAL 

11 April , 2020  

 

 

 

There is a saying: “One man’s grief is the next man’s joy (gain)”. This has never been truer with the 

global pandemic disaster. Whilst most people are focused on how to stay safe and healthy and are 

trying to visualise life after COVID-19, there are opportunists and criminals out there that thrive on 

disasters/catastrophes, seeing this as an opportunity of huge proportions. This was showcased 

today where a South African Government notice was cloned for one purpose – identity theft!  

 

The real sad part about this is that a humanitarian action has been targeted as the mechanism by 

which to pursue subversive activities knowing full well that people would just be reacting from the 

heart without, in most cases, checking validity. 

APPEAL: As the world changes and humans rely more and more on the electronic methods, 

PLEASE be VERY vigilant of the scams and hacks. We all should realise by this stage that the world 

pre COVID-19 will be referred to as “In the good old days” and that the world post COVID-19 will 

be VERY different and NOT “Back to normal”. Whatever the future holds, let us not add “And I was 

scammed during lockdown”! Cyber Crime is spreading as fast as coronavirus!  

Good news: Spain's daily virus toll falls again with 510 dead 

 

Spain registered a fall in its daily death toll from the new coronavirus for a third consecutive day 

on Saturday with 510 people dying, the government said. It was the smallest daily increase since 

23 March in Spain, which is suffering one of the worst Covid-19 outbreaks in the world. 

Thought for the day is from WHO chief Tedros Ghebreyesus: 

"Lifting restrictions too quickly could lead to a deadly resurgence. The way down can be as 

dangerous as the way up if not managed properly." 

 

 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/ 

 
Send "hi" to +41 79 893 18 92 

on WhatsApp – English 

https://www.who.int/ 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.nicd.ac.za/2020/03/28/
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/
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PLANNING for POST COVID-19 

Following on from the above, the world we once knew will be VERY different post COVID-19. Over 

the past weeks there have been parallels drawn to other potential “world changing events” such 

as the hysteria surrounding the Millennium (there are some people who still have stocks in 

cellars/cupboards). Maybe the difference between those events and COVID-19 is that the 

uncertainty was man made whereas Coronavirus arrived un-announced and as humans we have 

had to deal with it ‘on the fly’ so to speak. It came without instructions! 

In this rapidly changing world (and not by technology), if we are going to survive both as humanity 

and as the wildlife industry, we will need to start evolving right now! As the wildlife industry we 

have a HUGE responsibility to offer a place of refuge and in so doing, not only to reconnect people 

with nature and wildlife, but also to educate about just how fragile our wonderful Earth is. 

If there was any doubt, headlines such as this tell a story:  
- The coronavirus crisis could trigger the largest ever annual fall in CO2 

- Bonus benefit! Satellite data shows significant decrease in NO2 emissions in India due to 

Covid-19 lockdown 

- Residents of Punjab’s Jalandhar are now able to view the mighty Dhauladhar mountain 

range located several kilometers away in Himachal Pradesh as the city’s air quality has 

improved due to the ongoing country-wide lockdown. 

And there are plenty of reports such as this one: With Humans in Hiding, Animals Take Back the 

World 

During lockdowns around the globe, species of all kinds have emerged in areas previously crowded 

by humans. 

It’s surprising and strange, yes, but also meaningful. Research suggests that ecosystems can 

rebound with speed once human intervention subsides. A review published last week determined 

that damaged ecosystems and wildlife can be rebuilt if the right conditions are achieved. Marine 

ecosystems in particular can substantially recover by 2050, according to the study, led by Carlos 

Duarte at the Red Sea Research Center in Saudi Arabia. 

Of course, a deadly pandemic that brings about a sudden economic collapse is no way to 

sustainably restore threatened ecosystems. Yet it’s a clear reminder of how quickly the wild 

world responds when humans take a step back. 

Scientists have tracked this pattern for decades. The number of humpback whales migrating from 

Antarctica to eastern Australia has been increasing each year, from a few hundred animals in 

1968, when commercial whaling was banned, to more than 40,000 today. In 1880 only 20 

breeding northern elephant seals had survived decades of hunting, and today there are more than 

200,000.  

http://www.paaza.africa/
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“It’s more difficult for land ecosystems to bounce back because both the scale of extinction and the 

scale of human presence are so large there”, said Duarte, a marine science professor. “But these 

differences don’t mean the return of wildlife to deserted city streets isn’t significant”, he said: “I 

believe our own confinement, and the release of wildlife from confinement, should bring some 

empathy between humans and wildlife moving forward.” 

The last part of the message from Duarte above is where the wildlife industry, particularly the 

‘Controlled Environment’ sector and custodians of particularly endangered species, has not only a 

responsibility but a HUGE opportunity to embrace sharing the wonderful world and importance of 

animals in messaging and activities to link humans to nature and the ecosystem.  

Let us not wait until tomorrow but start today with our post COVID-19 strategies. 

Closing thought: Evolving the way we do things can be difficult at first but almost always leads 

to a better way. 

 
 
KEEPER CORNER – we promised a section specifically for Animal Keepers/Carers 
 

A time to Re-Evaluate 

 

Coming out of the COVID-19 pandemic we should re-evaluate standard practices we have 

always adhered to – the world has changed!  

 

One of the first things we should consider is how large groups of people are managed in our 

facilities as well as human to human interactions. We all encounter many public members on a 

daily basis and this will still continue but should be done in a manner that is safer for both parties. 

Some ways we can encourage social distancing in our facilities are:  

- New biosecurity protocols – regular sanitisation stations and face masks  

- Restricting size of tour groups 

- Signage explaining the importance of new protocols and how it contributes to conserving 

wildlife and ecosystems 

- Limiting contact with people by possibly introducing online systems and self service kiosks 

- Repeating activities through out the day at your facility to encourage smaller groups but allow 

for everyone to have an opportunity  

 

We should consider changing our education messages to include the impact such pandemics have 

on our world and how they spread. Although the COVID-19 pandemic has been devastating it has 

allowed for us as keepers/carers to really drive home the message about the bushmeat trade.  

 

There will be a lot of changes to our protocols especially with regards to hygiene, biosecurity 

and even the way we interact with our animals. Biosecurity measures that have been put in 

place should be evaluated for efficacy and improved where possible.  

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Note: By joining ‘Keeper Corner’ will also go a long way to sharing information and will also add to 

the resources available through PAAZA  

 

Closing Thought: Remember, your animals need you now more than ever. This is showcased in 

this video: https://youtu.be/9LsjOykRisQ  

Information - ‘Keeper Corner’ is a fully fledged portfolio under PAAZA dedicated to providing 

guidance and information for the specific activities of animal keepers/carers. With the dedicated 

assistance of Kara, Lory Park, in conjunction with the Executive office, our initial task is to 

update/clarify the database. To assist us in doing this, we need you to please register via the 

PAAZA mobile app. By downloading the app, you will also have access to all the ‘free to view’ 

information. 

 
 
SITUATION REPORTS 
 
SOUTH AFRICA 
 

 

As of 11 April 2020,  the National Institute for Communicable Diseases, a division of the National Health 

Laboratory Service, confirms 75 053 tests have been conducted in both public and private sectors. 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Respect the rules of Lockdown – it is for the safety of humankind 

The public has been warned that the Covid-19 coronavirus could "spread like wildfire" in suburbs 

where life is continuing as normal - in defiance of the national lockdown regulations. In some 

areas, such as in the suburb of Du Noon, in the Metro's West Coast area, life on the streets on 

Good Friday was bustling - with a jovial atmosphere and children playing happily between throngs 

of pedestrians and groups socialising. On the positive side: "In many areas, you'll see 95% of the 

people complying, but we are seeing a slow erosion of that compliance. People see others getting 

away with it, and then try to do so themselves. Especially, we're seeing more people on the roads." 

But there is growing concern that in some suburbs compliance was "extremely, extremely low. 

Worryingly so." 

"The first infection in that area is going to spread like wildfire. We will drastically have to do 

something to improve the situation,"     Reference: Murray Williams 

In addition: 

Alcohol cannot be the centre of complaint when we dealing with a serious problem' – Cele 

Cele believed there were three types of liquor raiders: First, "spontaneous" robbers who simply 

took a chance and smashed-and-grabbed. Second, small syndicates of burglars and third, the 

serious syndicates. He later reported this was one of 17 stores robbed since the lockdown kicked 

in, including the ban on the sale and transport of alcohol. 

He added there were also networks that were supplying certain facilities which continued to sell 

liquor. Cele promised to crack down on these and warned their "infrastructure" would be 

confiscated, such as fridges, etc. 

He called on South Africans to put their "shoulder to the wheel" and stay dry, adding there would 

come a time again when alcohol would be freely available. 

"In the United States, the figures we got this morning is that in 24 hours, 2 000 people died … that 

figure can visit us here … it is a matter of life and death … the economy itself is suffering … people 

are losing jobs, there will be liquidations … alcohol cannot be the centre of complaint when we 

are dealing with such a serious problem," Cele said, standing outside a shopping centre in 

Brackenfell where he inspected shopping queues for strict social distancing. 

"Sober up - there are serious matters here," he said (Bheki Cele, South African Minister of Police). 

   

http://www.paaza.africa/
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AFRICA 

 

 
 

 

 

Remembering the point from the WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the media briefing on 

COVID-19 - 10 April 2020: 

I want to take a moment to highlight Africa, where we are seeing the spread of the virus to rural areas. 

We are now seeing clusters of cases and community spread in more than 16 countries. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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GLOBAL 

NEWS 

Contrary to the wild belief of some humans, technology is NOT the cause of coronavirus, but is a 

tool that can be harnessed to help humans understand and fight viruses. 

Apple and Google join forces Apple, Google bring Covid-19 contact-tracing to 3 billion people 

 

Google and Apple announce they have teamed up for a joint initiative to develop a coronavirus 

smartphone "contact tracing" tool that could potentially alert people when they have crossed 

paths with an infected person.  

 

The Silicon Valley rivals said on Friday that they are building the technology into their iOS and 

Android operating systems in two steps.  

 

In mid-May, the companies will add the ability for iPhones and Android phones to wirelessly 

exchange anonymous information via apps run by public health authorities.  

 

The companies will also release frameworks for public health apps to manage the functionality. 

 

  

The United States overtook Italy on Saturday to become the country with the largest death toll in 

the coronavirus pandemic, according to a tally kept by Johns Hopkins University.  

The outbreak has now claimed the lives of at least 18,860, people in the US, which also leads the 

world in the number of confirmed infections with 503,594, by the Baltimore-based school's count. 

It also becomes the first country in the world to register more than 2 000 deaths from the virus in 

a single day, marking a grim milestone as billions around the world celebrated the Easter holiday 

weekend under lockdown from home.  

Italy has registered 18,849 deaths according to an AFP tally based on official counts, but with a 

population of around 60 million it is less than a fifth the size of the US. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Data as reported by national authorities by 10:00 CET 1` April 2020  

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report – 82 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS total (new) cases in last 24 hours  

 

Globally  1 610 909 confirmed (89 657)                 99 690 deaths (6892)  

  

European Region  839 257 confirmed (39 561) 70 565 deaths (4352)  

Region of the Americas   536 664 confirmed (43 491)                 19 294 deaths (2256)  

Western Pacific Region   118 549 confirmed (1302)                 4017 deaths (39)  

Eastern Mediterranean Region   92 226 confirmed (3569)                 4771 deaths (164)  

South-East Asia Region   14 161 confirmed (1183)                 617 deaths (48)  

African Region   9340 confirmed (551)    415 deaths (33) 

 

WHO RISK ASSESSMENT Global Level Very High 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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HIGHLIGHTS  

  
Yemen reported its first case of COVID-19 in the past 24 hours.  

• WHO has developed the following definition for reporting COVID deaths: a COVID-19 death is defined for 

surveillance purposes as a death resulting from a clinically compatible illness in a probable or confirmed 

COVID-19 case, unless there is a clear alternative cause of death that cannot be related to COVID disease 

(e.g., trauma). There should be no period of complete recovery between the illness and death.  

• WHO Director-General Dr. Tedros, in a press conference held yesterday, highlighted the issue of planning 

the transition out of stay-at-home restrictions: “WHO wants to see restrictions lifted as much as anyone. 

At the same time, lifting restrictions too quickly could lead to a deadly resurgence.” For more information,  

please see here.   

  

 • WHO has updated its Q&A page on COVID-19 to provide information of how the virus spreads and how it 

is affecting people worldwide.  

  

• To date, there are a limited number of publications and national situation reports that provide 

information on the number of healthcare worker (HCW) infections.  Understanding infection in HCWs is 

critical to informing the specific infection prevention and control measures needed to protect HCWs from 

infection. For more details, please see ‘Subject in Focus’ below. 

 

SUBJECT IN FOCUS: Infection in health care workers 

Healthcare workers (HCWs) play an essential role at the front lines, providing care for patients. In the 

context of COVID-19 and during routine health services, they provide critical care to patients and ensure 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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that infection prevention and control (IPC) measures are implemented and adhered to in healthcare 

facilities in order to limit healthcare-associated infections.   

As of 8 April 2020, 22 073 cases of COVID-19 among HCWs from 52 countries had been reported to WHO. 

However, at the present time, there is no systematic reporting of HCW COVID-19 infections to WHO and 

therefore this number probably under-represents the true number of COVID-19 HCW infections globally.   

To date, there are a limited number of publications and national situation reports that provide information 

on the number of HCW infections.  For example, a publication from China CDC on 44 672 confirmed cases 

as of 17 February 2020 indicated 1688 (3.8%) infections were among HCWs, including five deaths.1 In Italy, 

a situation report from 10 April 2020 reported 15 314 infections among HCW, representing 11% of all 

infections at that time.2 Further publications have described the epidemiological and clinical characteristics 

of infections among HCWs.3-7 While many infections are indicated as mild, severe outcomes, including 

deaths, among HCWs have also been reported.   

Understanding infection in HCWs is critical to informing the specific IPC measures needed to protect HCWs 

from infection. A limited number of publications have identified risk factors for infection among HCWs. 

Preliminary results suggest HCWs are being infected both in the workplace and in the community, most 

often through infected family members.8 In healthcare settings, factors associated with HCW infection 

have included: late recognition or suspicion of COVID-19 in patients, working in a higher-risk department, 

longer duty hours, sub-optimal adherence to IPC measures such as hand hygiene practices, and lack of or 

improper use of personal protective equipment (PPE).9-10 Other factors have also been documented, such 

as inadequate or insufficient IPC training for respiratory pathogens, including the COVID-19 virus, as well as 

long exposure in areas in healthcare facilities where large numbers of COVID19 patients were being cared 

for.   

To prevent infection in healthcare settings, WHO recommends the use of contact and droplet precautions 

by HCWs caring for patients with COVID-19.11 WHO also recommends that airborne precautions be applied 

in settings in which procedures and support treatments that generate aerosols are performed.11 In this 

context, the correct use of PPE is critical, in particular wearing appropriate PPE for the clinical setting, 

paying special attention to procedures to put on and remove PPE correctly, and adhering to hand hygiene 

and other IPC measures. When these precautions are applied correctly and consistently, alongside standard 

precautions and administrative, engineering and environmental controls, the risk for HCW infections is 

substantially reduced or avoided altogether.  

WHO has also developed a risk assessment tool for exposed HCWs in a healthcare facility12 and a 

seroepidemiological protocol to determine risk factors for infection among HCW,13 and is finalizing an in- 

depth epidemiological surveillance tool for HCW infections. A number of countries are currently using these 

tools and protocols, and this information will be essential to understand the extent of infection among 

HCWs, the extent of transmission within healthcare facilities and the best approaches to protect HCWs 

against infection.   

Finally, as HCWs caring for patients with COVID-19 are subject to long working hours, fatigue, occupational 

burn-out, stigma, physical and psychological violence, and back injury from patient handling, it is important 

that efforts be made to maintain the physical and mental health of HCWs and the quality of care. 

Therefore, WHO recommends that IPC measures be complemented by occupational safety and health 

measures, psycho-social support, adequate staffing levels, and clinical rotation, to reduce the risk of burn-

out, for safe and healthy working environments and to respect the rights of health workers to decent 

working conditions. 

 

We know there are a tremendous amount of statistics out there but we aim to give you the 

overall picture. We have added the below which we hope you find useful: 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Please note: the global stats below EXCLUDE China 

 

 

 

EDUCATION 

Today is all about the children and chocolate  

 

 

USEFUL TIPS 

Animals driving you crazy? 

Why not make Easter a special time for the animals in your care – they like an Easter egg ‘hunt’ as 

well: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukrq6gEmZQM  

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Children driving you crazy? Feeling bored? 

Make any of these amazing Cadbury egg recipes 

What is Easter without Cadbury eggs? Try any of these recipes for a unique spin on the traditional 

spring confection: https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/food-recipes/dessert/g3328/cadbury-

egg-recipes/  

 

 

Apart from COVID-19 information, PAAZA has some creative ideas which will not only keep the 

whole family active, but will also help You to make a conservation difference. Why not visit: 

http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html and http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-

survival-action.html (this one also available on mobile app). 

There are also some innovative offerings from the PAAZA community on their various platforms. 
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