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COVID-19 UPDATE 

& SURVIVAL 

10 April , 2020  

 

 

 

As we move into a period of various religious celebrations, let us not ponder the inconvenience of 

lockdowns but remember not only those who have lost their lives but also those dedicated 

essential people, no matter what profession, that are fighting to eradicate this pandemic. We also 

need to remember that this coronavirus has NO boundaries or preferences. 

The bad news as noted by WHO: Globally, nearly 1.5 million confirmed cases of COVID-19 have 

now been reported to WHO, and more than 92,000 deaths. 

The good news as noted by WHO: In the past week, we’ve seen a welcome slowing in some of the 

hardest-hit countries in Europe, like Spain, Italy, Germany and France. 

Thought for the day: 

"It (COVID-19) does not discriminate on the basis of race, gender or social standing". 

 

 

PLANNING for POST COVID-19 

As we start to plan for life and business post COVID-19, we find the following points from WHO 
Director-General's opening remarks at the media briefing on COVID-19 - 10 April 2020 
 
WHO wants to see restrictions lifted as much as anyone. At the same time, lifting restrictions 
too quickly could lead to a deadly resurgence.  
 
The way down can be as dangerous as the way up if not managed properly! 
 
WHO is working with affected countries on strategies for gradually and safely easing restrictions. 
 
Important factors to consider are: 

First, that transmission is controlled; 

Second, that sufficient public health and medical services are available; 

Third, that outbreak risks in special settings like long-term care facilities are minimized; 

Fourth, that preventive measures are in place in workplaces, schools and other places where it’s 

essential for people to go; 

Comment: These would be the new protocols and measures required by every facility before 

reopening for visitors AND before going back to full staff compliments on site.   

Fifth, that importation risks can be managed; 

 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/ 

 
Send "hi" to +41 79 893 18 92 

on WhatsApp – English 

https://www.who.int/ 
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And sixth – and I cannot over-emphasize this point – that communities are fully aware and 

engaged in the transition.  

Comment: This is even more important for EVERY member of your staff at your facility. 

As we all start developing our new strategy’s, another few points to take into consideration: 

School holidays may be scrapped in order to recover lost time as Basic Education Minister (South 

Africa – more under Education below) Angie Motshekga contemplates the best way to salvage the 

2020 academic year (more below under South Africa). 

In addition, it has also been suggested that the traditional year end industrial sector shut-down 

will also be waived.  

What does this mean? This means that your usual holiday peaks in your budgets will not happen. 

Factor this into all your thoughts and plans. 

We know that this is a difficult time for EVERY human being, but in addition to conserving human 

life, the people dedicated to the animal world have another HUGE responsibility – the survival of 

the animal world and biodiversity. Although the present and future looks ‘challenging’ at this 

present moment, there are a tremendous amount of positives to be focused on, particularly in the 

wildlife industry. As custodians of wildlife, we have not only the responsibility but the privilege to 

re-connect people with the wonders of our magic earth – NATURE!    

 

Closing thought: Every single person has a role to play in ending this pandemic AND in 

developing a new world post COVID-19. 

 

 
KEEPER CORNER – we promised a section specifically for Animal Keepers/Carers 
 

Supporting one another through the big and small stuff 

The animal world is definitely not something everyone understands. Our passion, dedication and 

sense of responsibility is unlike any other. We are part of a community that all share in a common 

goal.  

 

Expanding our knowledge as keepers is one of the things that make us great, one way to do this is 

to communicate. Communication can lead to all sorts of wonderful things in our wonderful animal 

world. All zookeepers and animal carers have experiences that not everyone has had the 

opportunity and privilege to have experienced. We should firstly share these with each other and 

more importantly, with those who do not have the opportunity of our animal world.  

Don't be afraid to ask questions or to share your experience with other keepers/carers. We don’t 

even have to wait for questions to be asked, we can share what we are experiencing with our 

community any time.  
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Don’t stop at your fellow zookeepers, tell your supervisors, curators and managers too! Expressing 

what we see, feel, think, don’t know or interests us, helps us to grow as individuals and, during a 

time like this there is no better persons to lean on than those in our very own animal industry.  

 

It is critical to support one another right now. As we have spoken about previously, there may be a 

few new obstacles coming our way as keepers/carers and it is easy to become overwhelmed. Use 

the support structures in place to help you through these times and communicate with fellow 

zookeepers/wildlife carers. 

 

Note: By joining ‘Keeper Corner’ will also go a long way to sharing information and will also add to 

the resources available through PAAZA  

 

Closing Thought: This will be a great time for all of us to gain new insight into our animals. 

Together we can all achieve so much more. 

Information - ‘Keeper Corner’ is a fully fledged portfolio under PAAZA dedicated to providing 

guidance and information for the specific activities of animal keepers/carers. With the dedicated 

assistance of Kara, Lory Park, in conjunction with the Executive office, our initial task is to 

update/clarify the database. To assist us in doing this, we need you to please register via the 

PAAZA mobile app. 

 

By downloading the app, you will also have access to all the ‘free to view’ information. 

 
 
SITUATION REPORTS 
 
SOUTH AFRICA 
 

 

As of 10 April 2020,  the National Institute for Communicable Diseases, a division of the National Health 

Laboratory Service, confirms 73 028 tests have been conducted in both public and private sectors. 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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School holidays may be scrapped to salvage 2020 academic year, says Motshekga 

School holidays may be scrapped in order to recover lost time as Basic Education Minister Angie 

Motshekga contemplates the best way to salvage the 2020 academic year. 

This is one of the proposals being considered by the department. 

Even before the lockdown started last month, Ramaphosa announced that schools would be 

closed to deal with the coronavirus outbreak. With the lockdown extended to end April, schools 

will have been closed for over six weeks. 

Motshekga's spokesperson, Elijah Mhlanga, said the department is supporting President Cyril 

Ramaphosa's implementation of the lockdown to curb the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

He said a team of experts was currently working on a plan for how schools would eventually be 

reopened. The team will also determine when some or all schools would reopen once the 

lockdown is lifted. 

"The 2020 academic year is possible and we will rescue it. We have a plan in place to rescue lost 

time. One of our plans might be to do away with the coming school holidays to recover lost time," 

said Mhlanga. 

"Once all schools are opened, there is also a recovery plan to assist our pupils to catch up on lost 

time." 

Mhlanga added that they have online, radio and television educational programmes that are 

assisting pupils during the lockdown. 

Another  option under consideration is that schools will be open over week ends. 

In addition, it has also been suggested that the traditional year end industrial shut-down will also 

be waived.  

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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AFRICA 

 

 
 

 

 

Of note is the following points from the WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the media briefing 

on COVID-19 - 10 April 2020 

At the same time, we’ve seen an alarming acceleration in other countries. 

I want to take a moment to highlight Africa, where we are seeing the spread of the virus to rural areas. 

We are now seeing clusters of cases and community spread in more than 16 countries. 

We anticipate severe hardship for already overstretched health systems, particularly in rural areas, which 

normally lack the resources of those in cities.  

As Dr Moeti, the WHO Regional Director for Africa, said yesterday (Thursday), this means countries need to 

localize the response, by urgently strengthening the existing public health and primary health care 

infrastructure in countries. 

The recent meeting of the G20 countries expressed strong support for Africa, which must be expedited 

even though the numbers in Africa are still relatively small but accelerating. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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GLOBAL 

NEWS 

There are many headlines like the below on the ‘Chinese ban on consumption of wild animals’. There are 

also some from ‘Conservation Agencies’ with ‘sensational’ claims. We have isolated a few relevant excerpts 

from statements by the Wildlife Conservation Society’s Asia Program, part of the Standing Committee of 

the National People’s Congress (NPC), to shed some light on this subject. 

- China beefs up wildlife trade ban as COVID-19 outbreak intensifies 

- Chinese ban on eating wild animals likely to become law 

“The Chinese ban on consumption of wild animals is likely to become permanent in the coming months”  

according to Aili Kang,  Executive Director of the Wildlife Conservation Society’s Asia Program. This means it 

would be enshrined in the country’s wildlife legislation. The following points bear reference: 

• China’s legislative committee has passed a comprehensive ban on not just trade but consumption of 
wildlife, in response to growing indications that the COVID-19 outbreak stemmed from a 
coronavirus found in wildlife sold for consumption. 

• The ban extends not just to endangered species that are recognized under CITES and Chinese 
wildlife laws, but all wild animals that are traded for human consumption. 

• The step lays the groundwork for a possible permanent ban on wildlife trade in a country that is a 
major destination for wildlife contraband. 

• Conservationists say they believe such a move by China could be a big boost in the fight against the 
illegal wildlife trade, but also called for better enforcement of current laws. 

• The current debate in China is not about whether there should be such a ban, which could come in 
as soon as two months, but what shape the ban should take, according to Kang. 

• Businesses that breed wild species are pushing for these species to be excluded because they are 
raised in captivity and can be considered livestock. 

• While conservationists are calling for the permanent ban to apply to all species, the public health 
risk from interacting with reptile and amphibian species is lower than from birds and animals, so 
there is still uncertainty about whether the former would be included. 

A temporary ban on trade in wildlife announced in January was expected to continue until the epidemic 
was brought under control. However, with the spread of the disease caused by the virus, known as COVID-
19, showing no signs of abating, a more comprehensive ban was passed on Feb. 24 by the Standing 
Committee of the National People’s Congress (NPC), which exercises legislative power in the country. 

It was also announced to implement a review of the Wildlife Protection Law of China, to speed up the 
review of the Biosecurity Law, which is a new law, and to speed up the process of the review of the Animal 
Epidemic Prevention Law. 

According to the Legislation Law, law amendment requires a review process by the National People’s 

Congress Conference or the Standing Committee of National People’s Congress. The review process 

includes a series of consultation among various ministries, administration, committees under the Standing 

Committee, Congress members with relevant background for the topics, and/or public. The earliest 

approval could occur within the next two months 

Most people agree that wild animals should not continue to be consumed, but the question is whether 

captive-bred wild animals can be considered wild or livestock. 

The process is ongoing and includes consultation activities among various stakeholders. Wildlife 

Conservation Society’s Asia Program are providing recommendations to the relevant government agencies. 

All those recommendations from different groups, from the academic side and also from the business side, 

are being shared.     Reference: Report by Malavika Vyawahare 9 April 2020 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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More than 100,000 people have died worldwide from the coronavirus, with nearly 70 percent of all 

fatalities in Europe.  

A total of 100,367 people have been killed, including 70,245 in Europe, since the virus first emerged in 

China in December, according to Johns Hopkins University.  

Italy has the highest number of deaths with 18,849, followed by the United States with 17,925 and 15,843 

in Spain. 

 

Data as reported by national authorities by 10:00 CET 10 April 2020  

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report – 81 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/


Africa – COVID-19 update Issue 14          www.paaza.africa           Page 8 of 13 
 

        

SITUATION IN NUMBERS total (new) cases in last 24 hours  

 

Globally   1 521 252 confirmed (85 054)                 92 798 deaths (7277)  

European Region  799 696 confirmed (40 035) 66 213 deaths (4697)  

Region of the Americas   493 173 confirmed (38 463)                 17 038 deaths (2264)  

Western Pacific Region   117 247 confirmed (1395)                 3978 deaths (34)  

Eastern Mediterranean Region   88 657 confirmed (3307)                 4607 deaths (148)  

South-East Asia Region   12 978 confirmed (1402)                 569 deaths (101)  

African Region   8789 confirmed (452)    382 deaths (33) 

 

WHO RISK ASSESSMENT Global Level Very High 

 

 
 

HIGHLIGHTS  

  

No new country/territory/area reported cases of COVID-19 in the past 24 hours.  

• Dr. Bruce Aylward, Special Adviser to WHO’s Director-General, speaking of his recent mission to 

Spain at a press briefing yesterday, highlighted the need for countries to understand that the virus 

can overwhelm even the most robust health systems, resulting in the need to entirely reconfigure 

health sectors in response.  

 • OpenWHO, a web-based learning platform, has launched a new online course Introduction to 

Go.Data – Field data collection, chains of transmission and contact follow-up. The Go.Data tool 

supports outbreak investigation, focusing on field data collection, contact tracing and visualisation 

of chains of transmission. It is available to WHO staff around the world, Member States and 

partners.  

http://www.paaza.africa/
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 • As the number of cases continues to climb in Europe, two new WHO tools launched today will 

help health planners in the European Region prepare for the rapidly increasing number of patients 

with COVID-19 requiring acute and intensive care in hospitals.  

Footnote - Terms:  - No cases: Countries/territories/areas with no confirmed cases (not shown in 

table) - Sporadic cases: Countries/territories/areas with one or more cases, imported or locally 

detected - Clusters of cases: Countries/territories/areas experiencing cases, clustered in time, 

geographic location and/or by common exposures - Community transmission: 

Countries/area/territories experiencing larger outbreaks of local transmission defined through an 

assessment of factors including, but not limited to: - Large numbers of cases not linkable to 

transmission chains - Large numbers of cases from sentinel lab surveillance - Multiple unrelated 

clusters in several areas of the country/territory/area 

 

 

SUBJECT IN FOCUS: PPE and Masks  

We are particularly concerned by the large numbers of infections reported among health workers.  

In some countries there are reports of more than 10 percent of health workers being infected. This 

is an alarming trend. 

When health workers are at risk, we’re all at risk. 

Evidence from China, Italy, Singapore, Spain and the United States is helping us to understand why 

this is happening, and what we can do about it.  

It shows that some health workers are actually being infected outside health facilities, in their 

homes or communities. 

Within health facilities, common problems are the late recognition of COVID-19, or lack of training 

or inexperience in dealing with respiratory pathogens. 

Many health workers are also being exposed to large numbers of patients in long shifts with 

inadequate rest periods. 

However, the evidence also shows that when health workers wear personal protective 

equipment the right way, infections can be prevented. 

That makes it even more important that health workers are able to access the masks, gloves, 

gowns and other PPE they need to do their jobs safely and effectively. 

To support countries, WHO has launched three tools to help managers and planners calculate the 

health workers, supplies and equipment that will be needed for the increase in COVID-19 patients. 

Comment: Since this is a priority subject, we have included another insert under ‘Education’ below 

which includes practical advice on making your own mask. 

 

We know there are a tremendous amount of statistics out there but we aim to give you the 

overall picture. We have added the below which we hope you find useful: 
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Please note: the global stats below EXCLUDE China 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION 

MASKS 

 As posted on NICD and endorsed by Dr Zwelini Mkhize, Minister of Health South Africa 

Face-masks are recommended as an addition to hand-washing and social distancing. The face mask 

should never be promoted as our primary prevention strategy and should never be promoted 

separately from hand-washing and social distancing. 

To ensure that N95 masks and surgical masks are secured for workers who really need them, we 

would like to recommend that the cloth face-mask should be used by the general population. 

We are satisfied that there is sufficient scientific evidence to show that the cloth face mask 

significantly reduces the amount of virus that can be emitted. 

It is nevertheless important to observe basic rules of the use of cloth face masks to ensure that 

they are safe for use: 

• The face-mask must cover the nose and mouth completely. 

• Face-masks should not be lowered when speaking, coughing or sneezing. 

• Face-masks should never be touched – fidgeting with the mask repeatedly is strongly discouraged 

as it is important to avoid touching the face with hands. The inner side of the mask should not be 

touched by hands. 

• Wash hands before and after donning or removing the face-mask. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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• Wash cloth face-masks with warm soapy water and iron when dry. Ironing assists with 

decontamination 

• Change your cloth face mask if it is wet or visibly soiled 

• Each person will need to have at least 2 face-masks so that one face-mask is available when the 

other is being washed. 

Cloth masks are easy and not expensive to make, reusable and help reduce the transmission of 

COVID-19 by acting like a shield to contain the respiratory droplets through which the virus spreads. 

 

Information: To assist you, some ways to make your own mask: 

Learn to make a cloth mask - no sewing required! https://youtu.be/PmkVQUjf1CQ 

If you'd like to try your hand at sewing masks for your family! https://youtu.be/cVZwX9w-Wbw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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USEFUL TIPS 

Animals driving you crazy? 

Why not make Easter a special time for the animals in your care – they like an easter egg ‘hunt’ as 

well: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukrq6gEmZQM  

 

Children driving you crazy? Feeling bored? 

A new story book that aims to help children understand and come to terms with COVID-19 has been 

produced by a collaboration of more than 50 organizations working in the humanitarian sector, 

including the World Health Organization, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Societies and Save the Children. 

With the help of a fantasy creature, Ario, “My Hero is You, How kids can fight COVID-19!” explains 

how children can protect themselves, their families and friends from coronavirus and how to 

manage difficult emotions when confronted with a new and rapidly changing reality. The book – 

aimed primarily at children aged 6-11 years old. 

 

You can download the book here: https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-

04/My%20Hero%20is%20You%2C%20Storybook%20for%20Children%20on%20COVID-19.pdf  

 

Explore our Disneynature educational materials for curriculum, lesson plans and fun activities 

that continue the viewing experience for families and students grades 2-6 while inspiring a desire 

to protect the planet through connections to nature - https://nature.disney.com/educators-guides  

 

Apart from COVID-19 information, PAAZA has some creative ideas which will not only keep the 

whole family active, but will also help You to make a conservation difference. Why not visit: 

http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html and http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-

survival-action.html (this one also available on mobile app). 

There are also some innovative offerings from the PAAZA community on their various platforms. 
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On a lighter note 

Morale building  

In a normal year, Easter is boom time for Belgium's famed chocolatiers, churning out eggs, bunnies and gift 

boxes for tourists and locals alike. 

But 2020 is not a not a normal year. The coronavirus and the resulting public lockdown have melted away 

their hopes. Not so now - Easter sales are down 90%, with the world in the grip of a deadly pandemic, 

Nevertheless, online sales are holding up. In a move to embrace the changing times,  the products of some 

star chocolatiers like Pierre Marcolini are now only available online 

The head of the association, Guy Gallet says Easter normally represents between 15% and 30% of his 

members' annual turnover, so Covid-19 could not have come at a worse time. 

Chocolate - along with beer, waffles and chips - is one of Belgium's signature flavours, and ‘walk in’ trade 

has been particularly badly hit, with traffic down to almost zero. "When you're working from home, it's 

nice to have a choccy box beside the computer. It boosts morale," 
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