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COVID-19 UPDATE 

& SURVIVAL 

06 April , 2020  

 

 

 

A bumper issue again today with the ramifications of the first confirmed human to felid 

transmission (this will be dealt with in a dedicated update) and new regulations within South 

Africa. 

In keeping with GOOD news, an excerpt from Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-

General, media briefing: 

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to take a heavy toll on families, communities and nations the 

world over. But it’s also giving rise to incredible acts of generosity, solidarity and cooperation. 

We have said consistently that we’re all in this together, and we can only succeed together. We 

need an all-of-society approach, with everyone playing their part. That includes people in the 

entertainment industry. 

 

WHO has been working with Global Citizen for several weeks on the “Together at Home” concert 

series, with artists like Chris Martin and John Legend giving free online performances.  

Now we’re working with Lady Gaga and Global Citizen to take this concept and make it even 

bigger, through the “One World: Together at Home” virtual global special on Saturday, the 18th of 

April. 

Thought for the day is a quote from WHO Director-General's opening remarks: 

“There is no black or white answer, and no silver bullet. Masks alone cannot stop the pandemic. 

Countries must continue to find, test, isolate and treat every case and trace every contact.” 

 

PLANNING for POST COVID-19 

Given the confirmation of the first human to felid transmission of COVID-19 it has highlighted how 

important BIOSECURITY at ‘Animals in Controlled Environment’ facilities is. Since COVID-19 is a 

respiratory disease, all facilities holding primates immediately increased precautions around these 

collections at the beginning of the pandemic, however, as highlighted in Issue 6, Biosecurity 

protocols will now become an operational norm going forward. 

In order to implement effective Biosecurity, we need to ensure that ALL levels of animal staff are 

fully informed as to the benefits for both themselves and for the animals in their cars. We are also 

aware that such measures will add to the budget, but we raise the question: “What is the cost to 

humans and animals without Biosecurity measures?” Over the next few issues we will be brining 

you information which we hope will assist you in adjusting your operations to include effective 

Biosecurity. 

 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/ 

 
Send "hi" to +41 79 893 18 92 

on WhatsApp – English 

https://www.who.int/ 
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Biosecurity Is Not Optional 

Operating an animal facility means daily vigilance to maintain safety for your residents, the 

humans who work with them, and anybody else who visits your facility grounds. Although the 

term might sound grim or overly dramatic, BIOSECURITY simply refers to the measures and 

protocols that a facility must employ in order to limit everyone’s exposure to illness and disease. 

Biosecurity should be considered in a facilities design, maintenance, resident care, written policies, 

contingency plans, and other critical elements of your organization. Each facility will have its own 

unique characteristics, populations, and challenges that will influence their biosecurity needs. Use 

the following as a starting point to identifying and developing your own biosecurity plan! If you 

need assistance, please do contact the PAAZA Technical and Veterinary teams through the 

Executive office on johnw@zoosafrica.com 

Why is Biosecurity so important? 

Do Not Treat Zoonotic Disease Lightly - Zoonotic diseases are illnesses that can be transmitted 

from one species to another. Typically these are discussed in terms of diseases that spread from 

residents to humans. These diseases don’t just pose a health risk; an unmanaged Zoonotic disease 

outbreak could get your facility shut down by the government. If there is any risk of these diseases 

spreading, especially to the public (and double especially to those with compromised immune 

systems or children), you must take every appropriate step to avoid this possibility. Young are 

especially prone to spreading Zoonotic diseases.  

Human Challenges 

The humans who spend time with your residents, whether staff, volunteers, visiting public, or 

contractors, must all be considered in biosecurity protocols. Each of these humans could be at 

risk of transmitting, spreading, and contracting illnesses if appropriate measures are not 

developed, communicated, and implemented. 

Biosecurity Strategies: Incoming, On Property, And Outgoing 

Once you’ve thought about what unique biosecurity challenges your facility might face, you can 

develop biosecurity policies based on potential illness sources and how they can be addressed. 

Disease can come onto your facility grounds from a number of sources, it can spread from existing 

sources at your facility, and it can also spread from outgoing sources as well. 

Tell Everyone About Your Biosecurity Protocols 

Ultimately, biosecurity is the responsibility of everyone, but people won’t know their role in your 

policies if you do not make these policies known! 

o Make sure that your facility has appropriate signage about safety, potential risks, and how 
humans can prevent the spread of disease (such as through regular handwashing) 

o Provide regular staff and volunteer training about biosecurity measures that they must 
take (and the consequences for ignoring these measures) 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Humans entering your facility grounds pose a potential biosecurity risk.  

There’s the risk of spreading disease from other animals that the humans spend time with, or 

disease traveling on their clothing, shoes, tools, or via infection. Humans can even potentially 

spread pathogens from plants or soil that they’ve recently walked through off-property. One way 

to minimize this risk is to require clean clothes or that anyone spending time near the animals 

either disinfect or wear shoes specifically for their time at the facility around higher risk 

residents. 

Those who work with other animal populations should take extra care not to spread any illnesses, 

and if there are any reported diseases at other facilities, volunteers of these organizations should 

possibly be discouraged from visiting your facility until the disease is managed. 

  
Closing thought: Make sure your biosecurity measures evolve and receive thoughtful revisions 

as your organization grows. Situations, resident populations, and organizations change. Safety 

should never be stagnant! 

References: Wildlife Health Australia; The Open Sanctuary Project 

 
KEEPER CORNER – we promised a section specifically for Animal Keepers/Carers 

In this section will attempt to explain ‘complicated’ information for more effective implementation at 

ground level and also bring you tools to assist you in providing the best welfare and care for your animals.  

 
And what better subject to start with – BIOSECURITY 

What is Biosecurity? - It is the procedure or measure put in place to stop the spread of harmful 

biological or biochemical substances. An easy way of saying this is: ‘The control of things harmful 

to our animals and us that we cannot see! ‘ 

Biosecurity can take place in various forms an example of this is washing our hands, yes, the main 

action we should all be doing to prevent the spread of COVI-19!   

As we tread uncharted waters currently, here are things that you as a keeper can do to ensure 

both the safety of yourselves and your animals: 

• Wear a mask at all times when working with animals and fellow zookeepers. Masks don't 

only stop droplets from travelling further in the air but they also make us aware of 

touching our faces.  

• Wear gloves when working with animal food and cleaning enclosures, especially if you are 

in close proximity to animals. We touch so many things especially when we work closely 

with other keepers. Of particular note here is food; food bowls/containers; water 

containers; all enclosure surfaces particularly entry and exit points 

• Report to your supervisor if you are feeling ill. This is very important, supervisors will be 

able to help you make the best decision when it comes to self care and animal care. Rather 

be safe than sorry. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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• Wash fruit and vegetables WELL before preparing them for animals - a lot of people touch 

these.  

• Place footbaths at all entrances and exists to enclosures. Remember that footbaths should 

be changed regularly, at least daily when we have an outbreak of disease. If footbaths are 

unavailable currently spray bottles can be used to spray feet when entering and exiting 

enclosures. (Some products used for footbaths may be difficult to get currently consider 

using F10 SC or Virkon or a 1% solution of sodium hyper-chloride (chlorine)) 

• Wash or spray your hands with disinfectant between exhibits in order to make sure you 

don’t carry anything from one animal to the next. 

• When leaving and re-entering the facility, do not wear your clothes, particularly shoes, that 

you wear when attending to your animals. Keep in mind that biosecurity doesn’t stop at 

the facility you work at but rather is something we practise in our every day lives. 

Closing Thought: Right now we are not sure how many species can get COVID - 19 and it is best 

practise to assume that all species can be affect.  

Information - ‘Keeper Corner’ is a fully fledged portfolio under PAAZA dedicated to providing 

guidance and information for the specific activities of animal keepers/carers. With the dedicated 

assistance of Kara, Lory Park, in conjunction with the Executive office, our initial task is to 

update/clarify the database. To assist us in doing this, we need you to please register via the 

PAAZA mobile app. 

 
 
SITUATION REPORTS 
 
SOUTH AFRICA 
 

 

As of 06 April 2020,  the National Institute for Communicable Diseases, a division of the National Health 

Laboratory Service, confirms 58 098 tests have been conducted in both public and private sectors. 

Media Statement 

06 April 2020 

INTERVENTIONS TO ASSIST THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR DURING COVID-19 

The Minister of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development, Ms Thoko Didiza, MP is pleased to 

announce the department’s interventions to mitigate the impact of the COVID-19. 

The department has ring-fenced R1.2 billion for assistance to mainly target financially distressed small-scale 

farmers. Of the R1.2 billion, R400 million has been allocated for farmers within the Proactive Land 

Acquisition Strategy (PLAS) programme and the remainder will be channelled towards all other farmers that 

are mainly within the following commodity sectors: 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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· Poultry: Day old chicks, Point of lay chickens, feed, medication and sawdust; 

· Other Livestock: Feed and medication. 

· Vegetables: Seedlings, fertilizer, pesticides, herbicides and soil correction. 

· Other commodity sectors will be evaluated on a case by case basis, as the Department continuously 

monitors the impact of COVID-19 on the sector at large. 

Qualifying criteria for farmers: 

· South African citizens who have been actively farming for a minimum of 12 months and currently in the 

production season or cycle. 

· Be registered on farmer register, commodity database or provincial database [Those who are not on the 

Farmer Register will be registered to benefit]. 

· Communal farmers. 

· Smallholder farmers with annual turnover between R50 000 and R1 million. 

· The adjudication will prioritise women, youth and people with disabilities. 

Exclusions 

Mechanisation, infrastructure and overhead costs will NOT be supported. This is not comprehensive 

support but intervention package amid COVID-19. 

Farmers who are preparing for the 2020 summer production season will not be supported. The aim is to 

provide immediate to near-term support to smallholder farmers currently affected by COVID-19. 

Farmers who are currently receiving support through other programmes of government and its entities. 

No payment for debts. 

The applications for this funding will be open from 08 April 2020 and will close on 22 April 2020. No late 

entries will be accepted. Application forms will be available on 08 April 2020 on the departmental website – 

www.dalrrd.gov.za and through national, provincial, district and local offices of both the national 

Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development and Provincial Departments of 

Agriculture. Applications will be lodged electronically at applications@dalrrd.gov.za or submitted to the 

offices as outlined. 

The Minister wishes to also encourage all stakeholders within the sector to observe and implement 

regulations as published by Government Notice No. 318 of 18 March 2020, as amended by Government 

Notices Nos. R 398 of 25 March 2020 and R419 of 26 March 2020. The observation and implementation of 

these prescripts on health and occupational safety is also critical for the farmworkers, who are the 

backbone of the food supply system. 

“I urge all employers within the sector to fully comply with all the applicable prescripts. Together, as 

stakeholders within the sector we have a mandate to ensure that there is access to sufficient, safe and 

nutritious food for our country,” said Minister Didiza. 

END 

 

People who spread fake news are either criminals or just stupid - social media experts 

William Bird, director of Media Monitoring Africa, told News24 there had been a significant spike in fake 

news and conspiracy theories since the outbreak of the novel coronavirus. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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"Some people make statements that are just fundamentally misinformed because they haven't applied their 

brains or logic, so there is some level of ignorance. But some of them are deliberately seeking to deceive 

people and instil fear or get people to distrust things. 

Fake news, hoaxes and conspiracy theories have been ubiquitous since the outbreak of the novel 

coronavirus. People have either, in their ignorance, unwittingly shared false information on their social 

media pages or via WhatsApp, while others have actively created fake news to serve various malicious 

objectives.”  

On Monday, a viral message that Covid-19 testing swabs were infected and used to spread the virus was 

debunked by the Eastern Cape Health Department as well as a modified video clip of the President 

extending the lockdown 

The South African Government has added further information services to ensure that South 

Africans get the correct and most up to date news: 

You’ll now be getting at least two Covid-19 SMSes a day, plus info on govt announcements 

• South African cellphone operators are now required to send two public-service 

announcements a day on the novel coronavirus disaster to all their customers. 

• That is on top of notifications about anything the President or minister of health has to 

say about Covid-19, according to new regulations published on Monday. 

• The department of health now also has the power to create a list of Covid-19 websites, 

which you will then be able to access without having to pay for data. 

Every South African cellphone subscriber will be getting at least two SMS’s ever day about the coronavirus 

disaster, under new rules published by the Independent Communications Authority of SA (ICASA) on 

Monday (attached). 

The SMS messages must be sent "free of charge", the regulations specify. 

 

In the same regulatory update, ICASA said that internet providers must "zero rate" Covid-19 websites, 

which would make them free to access without using up any free or bundled data allocations, or see users 

pay for the data in any way. 

The department of health can publish a list of websites to be included in the government gazette, and 

update it as it sees fit. 

In similar rules published previously, every website with a ZA domain was required to include a 

link to the official government Covid-19 portal on its front page. 

 

Some of SA’s Covid-19 disaster regulations now provide for a lockdown extension beyond 21 

days 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Lockdown extensions are not uncommon. This week Italy extended its lockdown, which had been due to 

end on Friday, by at least another nine days. Denmark last week extended its lockdown until after Easter, 

with plans to lift it gradually, and various European countries are considering longer periods of restrictions, 

or stricter rules to keep people apart. 

South Africa's lockdown to curb the spread of the SARS-CoV-2 virus is due to end on 16 April, with 

restrictions on movement and non-essential business activity to lift then. 

But apparently not everyone in government is entirely convinced that will be the case: 

• Two different set of technical government regulations published on Tuesday make provision for 

South Africa's Covid-19 lockdown to extend past 21 days. 

• Lockdown is due to end on 16 April. 

• But the environment department slipped in a just-in-case clause in its measures dealing with the 

Covid-19 disaster, and the national treasury is providing for an extra month of leeway in public 

finance management deadlines.  

The regulations are also constructed to avoid mentioning 16 April, so that they will not need amendment 

if the lockdown is extended. 

 

 

AFRICA 
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GLOBAL 
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Data as reported by national authorities by 10:00 CET 06 April 2020  

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report – 77 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS total (new) cases in last 24 hours  

 

Globally   1 210 956 confirmed (77 200)                 67 594 deaths (4810)  

Western Pacific Region   112 522 confirmed (1126)                 3861 deaths (23)  

European Region  655 339 confirmed (33 932) 49 479 deaths (3063)  

South-East Asia Region   8828 confirmed (1012)                 344 deaths (42)  

Eastern Mediterranean Region   74 347 confirmed (4054)                 3976 deaths (182)  Region of the 

Americas  352 592 confirmed (36 878)                 9680 deaths (1493)  

African Region   6616 confirmed (198)    243 deaths (7) 

WHO RISK ASSESSMENT Global Level Very High 

 

 
HIGHLIGHTS  

  

One new country/territory/area reported cases of COVID-19 in the past 24 hours: South Sudan.  

• At a joint press conference and in a co-authored opinion piece, the WHO Director-General and 

IMF Managing Director reiterated the importance of saving lives and saving livelihoods and made 

it clear that the trade-off between saving lives or jobs is a false dilemma. The press conference 

remarks are here, and the op-ed here.  

• Almost 90 per cent of the world’s students are now affected by nationwide school closures – 

that’s more than 1.5 billion children and young people. Together with UNICEF and the 

International Publishers Association, the World Health Organization has launched the 'Read the 

World' children’s reading initiative. More information on this initiative can be found here. WHO 

has also published advice for parenting  during the COVID-19 pandemic, available here. 

 

SUBJECT IN FOCUS: Recommendations and advice for the public 

  
If you are not in an area where COVID-19 is spreading or have not travelled from an area where COVID-19 is 

spreading or have not been in contact with an infected patient, your risk of infection is low. It is 

understandable that you may feel anxious about the outbreak. Get the facts from reliable sources to help 

you accurately determine your risks so that you can take reasonable precautions (see Frequently Asked 

Questions). Seek guidance from WHO, your healthcare provider, your national public health authority or 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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your employer for accurate information on COVID-19 and whether COVID-19 is circulating where you live. It 

is important to be informed of the situation and take appropriate measures to protect yourself and your 

family (see Protection measures for everyone).  

  

If you are in an area where there are cases of COVID-19 you need to take the risk of infection seriously. 

Follow the advice of WHO and guidance issued by national and local health authorities. For most people, 

COVID-19 infection will cause mild illness however, it can make some people very ill and, in some people, it 

can be fatal. Older people, and those with pre-existing medical conditions (such as cardiovascular disease, 

chronic respiratory disease or diabetes) are at risk for severe disease (See Protection measures for persons 

who are in or have recently visited (past 14 days) areas where COVID-19 is spreading). 

 

 

EDUCATION 

Given all the variations of news surrounding masks, we thought we would share the following: 

The CDC now recommends wearing a mask in some cases – a physician explains why and when 

to wear one 

The Centres for Disease Control and Prevention has changed its policy and is now advising 

everyone, whether or not they have symptoms of COVID-19, to cover their face with a mask or 

cloth covering whenever social distancing is difficult to maintain. To be clear, the CDC is not 

saying you should wear a mask wherever you go, but rather in places where people congregate, 

including grocery stores and public transportation and ride-shares.  

The shift in recommendations reflects growing evidence that COVID-19 can be transmitted by a 

person’s exhalations and normal speech but also the fact that people are not effectively covering 

their sneezes and coughs. 

The stealth virus 

COVID-19’s middle name should be “stealth.” People can be shedding virus for one to three days 

before showing any symptoms – including no coughing, sneezing or fever – in what’s called 

“presymptomatic transmission.” A Singapore study suggests that 10% of infections are attributable 

to presymptomatic spread. 

The virus’s ability to spread so easily from one person to the next is why people are being asked to 

physically distance themselves from one another. But people still have to go out to get essentials 

at places where people gather.  

If a person is not coughing or sneezing, how are they spreading the virus? One way is by contact. 

The virus lives on the mucous membranes in the throat and nose. With people touching their faces 

every two-and-a-half minutes, on average it’s easy to see how the virus gets on our hands, and 

then we can spread it to commonly used surfaces like door knobs, a plastic handle in the subway 

or someone else’s hand. Steel and plastic surfaces can harbour live virus for three days. 

The other manner of spread is by asymptomatic infected people simply breathing, talking, yelling 

or singing. These activities aerosolize virus, creating airborne virus particles – also called droplet 

nuclei – that are so tiny they can float around in the air for three hours. Coughing and sneezing 

produce larger water and virus-borne droplets, as well as producing aerosolized virus.  

But the concentration of aerosolized virus will be small in a large well-ventilated space and 

practically absent outdoors. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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The bottom line 

The chance of catching COVID-19 from a person walking by outdoors is extremely small. Wearing 

face coverings is recommended and requested for when you are indoors, including mass transit 

and ride-shares, with other people.  

Anywhere you go, maintain physical distancing of at least 6 feet (1 to 2 metre) with no bodily 

contact. If someone nearby sneezes or coughs and they aren’t wearing a mask, get at least 20 feet 

(6 to 8 metre) away, quickly. When you do go out on an errand, wear a face covering and get your 

business done as fast as you can.  

You don’t need a N-95 mask if you wear a face covering when you go out in a public indoor place 

or ride mass transit and practice good physical distancing. Health care workers have to care for 

their COVID-19 patients within very close distances for prolonged periods of time. If they don’t 

have a N-95 mask, the risk goes way up for them. If you have a N-95 mask, please donate it to 

your local hospital or first responder. 

And told via infographics: 
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USEFUL TIPS 

As the news of the transmission of COVID-19 to a Tiger gathers steam on the SM networks and 

concern regarding pets becomes foremost in pet owners minds, an excerpt from the USDA media 

statement: 

‘You should restrict contact with pets and other animals while you are sick with COVID-19, just like 

you would with other people. Although there have not been reports of pets becoming sick with 

COVID-19 in the United States, it is still recommended that people sick with COVID-19 limit contact 

with animals until more information is known about the virus. When possible, have another 

member of your household care for your animals while you are sick. If you are sick with COVID-19, 

avoid contact with your pet, including petting, snuggling, being kissed or licked, and sharing food. 

If you must care for your pet or be around animals while you are sick, wash your hands before and 

after you interact with pets. More information is available on how to keep people and animals safe 

at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/animals.html.’ 

 

Just as the 5 Domains model for animal welfare applies to wildlife, it is just as applicable to 

domestic animals, in fact, any animals in a ‘Controlled Environment’. Below is an insight to this: 
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Animals driving you crazy? 

A very good source for proven enrichment is Shape of Enrichment: 

https://theshapeofenrichmentinc.wildapricot.org/Complimentary-Resources-to-Download-(PDF)   

Children driving you crazy? Feeling bored? 

Apart from COVID-19 information, PAAZA has some creative ideas which will not only keep the 

whole family active, but will also help You to make a conservation difference. Why not visit: 

http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html and http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-

survival-action.html (this one also available on mobile app). 

There are also some innovative offerings from the PAAZA community on their various platforms. 

Remember to disinfect the surfaces that are less obvious: 

   

 

Please also think of the health and safety of the people that collect your rubbish – disinfect your 

bin before you put it out. 
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