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COVID-19 UPDATE 

& SURVIVAL 

04 April , 2020  

 

 

 

Today is mixed bag of statistics. On the one hand we have the US President Donald Trump warning 

Americans to brace for a "very horrendous" number of coronavirus deaths in the coming days and 

on the other hand we have the GOOD news - Italy on Saturday not only saw its first drop in 

patients receiving intensive care for the coronavirus; in Spain, the number of deaths fell for a 

second day in a row. 

 

However, it is worth noting the time frame of the lockdown that facilitated this turn-around: 

Spain's prime minister announced Saturday an extension of the country's lockdown to combat the 

coronavirus, saying the measures are "bearing fruit". A nationwide 15-day state of emergency was 

first announced on March 14 barring people from leaving home except for essential outings such 

as buying food or seeking medical care. It was to end on April 11 after being extended by two 

weeks but has now been extended to 25 April. 

 

Thought for the day is a quote from Dr Nzimande, Minister of Higher Education, Science and 

Technology, South Africa: Nzimande says: “So long as we continue to destroy the planet there will 

be more pandemics. As much as we fight fake news we must fight against climate change 

denialism. 

Much as we have to do everything we can to observe the lockdown we must however understand 

the origins of pandemics. Pandemics like Ebola and COVID-19 have much to do with the destruction 

of our environment 

The battle against COVID-19 is a battle against the destruction of our environment.” 

 

 

PLANNING for POST COVID-19 

This crisis creates a structural threat to the survival of many facilities, institutions, firms and 

workers. Today, more than ever, the importance of culture and creativity for society is clear. The 

availability of cultural content contributes to mental health and well-being. 

Sustainable business models during and after the initial crisis are imperative for the sector’s 

survival.  

Leaving behind the more fragile part of the sector could cause irreparable economic and social 

damage. The current challenge is to design models that alleviate the negative impacts in the short 

term and help identify new opportunities in the medium term for all sectors but particularly the 

Wildlife industry. Info from ICOM (International Council of Museums) 

 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/ 

 
Send "hi" to +41 79 893 18 92 

on WhatsApp – English 

https://www.who.int/ 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.nicd.ac.za/2020/03/28/
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/
https://www.who.int/
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One of the biggest parts of a sustainable business model for the Wildlife industry is a secure 

Supply Chain.  

 

It is worth noting the hypotheses from International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) on: 

“How COVID-19 may disrupt food supply chains in developing countries.” In the wildlife industry, 

our biggest budget items are payroll and food.  

 

Although most are battling to survive, we need to plan for the fact that COVID-19 is likely to 

increase food prices, both as a cause and consequence of food shortages. Restrictions on food 

supply chain (FSC) logistics will increase transaction costs and thus consumer prices. Speculative 

hoarding may occur and trigger price increases. Higher food prices are, in turn, likely to signal 

impending shortages. These effects can compound each other in a vicious cycle likely to cause 

social unrest. 

 

Clearly, the segments of FSCs in the developing world most vulnerable to COVID-19 impacts are 

the midstream and downstream segments. This will present significant challenges for the people 

working in them and likely lead to broader economic and operational changes going forward. 

 

You can already start mitigating potential impacts of food shortage for your animals during 

lockdown without compromising the welfare of your animals. We asked one of the PAAZA 

Accredited facilities for their ideas on particularly feeding of carnivores and received the following 

valuable suggestions: 

A large amount of facilities will need to look at how they are feeding and consider the following 

things: 

Portion feeding instead of whole carcass feeding to reduce waste 

Feeding alternative days or half portions -  this is very species depend and of course individual 

based (we know some cats are fine on a starve day while others are not able to starve) 

Small cats or other carnivorous mammals being moved onto foods such as day old chicks rather 

than meat, this then allows more meat for big cats or carnivores that will not eat chicks. Good 

quality dog pellets are not a bad option for Meerkats, Genets etc in the event that food is very 

low.  

Some facilities may have to consider if they keep animals that can be consider feeder animals 

(rabbits, chickens) that they have a protocol in place in the event that they may need to cull to 

feed. This is a terrible thought but a reality that needs to be factored into emergency survival 

protocols. Note: ALL area/country/regional legislative regulations need to be followed! 

There are some facilities that feed their small cats dry cat food - this can be an option in the event 

of extremes but remember that most cats that have eaten a raw diet do not transition over to dry 

well. Its possibly something that facilities could start adding into wet diets now in the event of 

them not being able to get food. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Remember: when changing diets cognisance must be taken of ensuring that there is no 

deficiency of essential vitamins etc introduced. Consult your wildlife dietician or Vet. 

 
Closing thought: Supply chains are going to be seriously strained once countries all come out of 

lockdowns. Plan now and secure your supplies – most companies are still open for online 

ordering. 

 
 
SITUATION REPORTS 
 
SOUTH AFRICA 
 

 

 

 

POSITIVE CASES FROM NETCARE ST AUGUSTINE’S HOSPITAL – DURBAN, KZN 

 

We (Department of Health) have received a report from KZN Health MEC, Ms Nomagugu 

Simelane-Zulu that KwaZulu-Natal has 11 confirmed COVID-19 cases linked to St Augustine’s 

Hospital, in Durban. Furthermore, 3 of the deceased patients from KZN had been admitted at the 

hospital. 

As part of intensifying the contact tracing and testing process, MEC Simelane-Zulu has also 

requested that Netcare avails a list of its patients that were exposed to the hospital as from the 

beginning of March.  

 

We (Department of Health) support this call and therefore make a public announcement that if 

you were a patient at St Augustine’s Hospital from 1 March 2020 to date, we request that you 

contact the KZN Department of Health. 

 
 

Media release from National Institute for Communicable Diseases (NICD) 

3 April , 2020  

 

The 2020 influenza season is expected to begin within the next month in South Africa, the National 

Institute for Communicable Diseases (NICD), a division of the National Health Laboratory Service, 

has updated the influenza recommendations for the vaccination, diagnosis and management of 

influenza in the country for 2020. 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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The influenza vaccine has no known efficacy against COVID-19, but co-circulation of these viruses 

will increase the pressure on the healthcare system. It is particularly important to protect 

healthcare workers to ensure that they are able to continue working through the influenza 

season.  

 

The guidelines also include other groups of people at risk for severe influenza that should be 

targeted for vaccination, such as the elderly (>65 years), individuals with cardiovascular disease, 

individuals with chronic lung disease, pregnant women and people living with HIV and AIDS (full 

list available in the guidelines). The vaccine is available in the public and private sectors. 

 

The recommendations were recently published on the NICD Website https://www.nicd.ac.za/wp-

content/uploads/2020/04/INFLUENZA-GUIDELINES-2020.pdf which include a statement on 

influenza vaccination and the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

 

 

AFRICA 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.nicd.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/INFLUENZA-GUIDELINES-2020.pdf
https://www.nicd.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/INFLUENZA-GUIDELINES-2020.pdf
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GLOBAL 

 

  

 

Data as reported by national authorities by 10:00 CET 04 April 2020  

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report – 75 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS total (new) cases in last 24 hours  

 

Globally   1 051 635 confirmed (79 332)                 56 985 deaths (6664)  

Western Pacific Region   110 362 confirmed (1432)                 3809 deaths (49)  

European Region  583 141 confirmed (41 333) 42 334 deaths (5231)  

South-East Asia Region   6528 confirmed (647)                 267 deaths (22)  

Eastern Mediterranean Region   65 903 confirmed (3667)                 3592 deaths (154)  

Region of the Americas   279 543 confirmed (32 070)                 6802 deaths (1202)  

African Region   5446 confirmed (183)    170 deaths (6)  

WHO RISK ASSESSMENT Global Level Very High 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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HIGHLIGHTS  

  

One new country/territory/area reported cases of COVID-19 in the past 24 hours: Bonaire, Sint 

Eustatius and Saba.  

• As worldwide cases climb above 1 million and deaths over 50 000, Dr Tedros stressed that the 

best way for countries to end restrictions and ease their economic effects was to attack the virus 

with an aggressive and comprehensive package of measures. His speech can be found here.  

• WHO has released new technical guidance recommending universal access to public hand 

hygiene stations and making their use obligatory on entering and leaving any public or private 

commercial building and any public transport facility. It also recommends that healthcare facilities 

improve access to and practice of hand hygiene. Find more here.  

• WHO/Europe has received a €30 million contribution from the European Commission for 6 WHO 

European Region Member States – Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, the Republic of 

Moldova and Ukraine – to meet immediate needs in their responses to COVID-19. More 

information is available here. 

 

SUBJECT IN FOCUS: Recommendations to Member States to improve hand hygiene practices 

  

WHO recommends member states provide universal access to public hand hygiene stations and 

making their use obligatory on entering and leaving any public or private commercial building and 

any public transport facility. It is also recommended that healthcare facilities improve access to 

and practice of hand hygiene. 
 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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EDUCATION 

Advice from an educator and parent coach, Oona Hanson: 'You don't have to strive for 

perfection' when home-schooling your kids. It's OK if you hate teaching math. You're off the hook 

here. 

As schools continue to remain closed throughout the country due to coronavirus, more and more 

parents are finding themselves with an unexpected and challenging new job title: Teacher. 

Kids have lists of online lessons to complete and curriculum to review with their moms and dads, 

and parents may be feeling more than a little overwhelmed by the workload and the pressure to 

help their children make the right amount of progress during the time their schools remain closed. 

A few tips: 

Take it easy on yourself - Although some parents may have the time and resources to throw 

themselves into intense homeschooling mode overnight, it’s not realistic for most people. 

Expectations and guidance vary greatly from school to school (and even teacher to teacher), so 

what one family is doing with their kids might not make sense for yours. 

Let them get bored - Kids are used to having lots of structured activities and near-constant visual 

stimuli at their fingertips. Letting them sit with the discomfort of boredom may be really hard at 

first - for all of you - but it’s worth it to let them struggle. Imagination, creativity, and self-

discovery blossom during boredom. 

Go old school - Even if your child is accessing school materials online, this is a perfect moment to 

make space for some low-tech activities. Encourage them to pull out the art supplies and get their 

hands dirty. You need to maintain fine motor skills. 

Feeling overwhelmed? Read more from Oona Hanson at: https://www.oonahanson.com/   

Useful sites:  

PAAZA - ‘Your Nature Survival Action’ is a good resource which links to nature: 

http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html  

Game On Activity Library: https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/game-on-activity-

library/?locationfilter%5B%5D=Home  

 

USEFUL TIPS 

We must always remember that apart from the wildlife industry, there is an enormous amount of 

domesticated animals – pets. Just as us humans worlds have been turned upside down by 

lockdowns, so have your pets.  

Your Dog or Cat and COVID-19 – courtesy of Affinity Pet Care 

The need to be confined to one’s house during the state of alarm caused by the coronavirus Covid 

19 also affects the physical and mental health of our pets, especially dogs. A dog’s well-being 

depends on three fundamental aspects, which are physical exercise, exploring the surroundings 

and social interaction. All three can be affected by the exceptional situation we are going through, 

as a result leading to a drastic reduction in physical exercise, the freedom of exploration – 

especially through their sense of smell – and a lack of contact with people and other dogs. For all  

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.today.com/parents/coronavius-schools-closed-here-s-how-teach-kids-home-t175904
https://www.oonahanson.com/
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/game-on-activity-library/?locationfilter%5B%5D=Home
https://www.actionforhealthykids.org/game-on-activity-library/?locationfilter%5B%5D=Home
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these reasons we propose a series of activities which anybody can do at home in order to 

stimulate and maintain your dog’s well-being while in our country the proclamation of the state of 

alarm is in effect. 

Play every day with your pet - at least twice a day during between 15 and 20 minutes each time 

Use the situation to work on their education and training - this is the ideal moment to improve 

their education and teach them instructions using positive training. 

Control its diet and stimulate it with special food bowls - you should pay special attention to its 

alimentation to make sure your dog doesn’t gain weight. 

Finally, remember we should be extra patient with our pets these days. They cannot understand 

what is happening and with their routines upset they can be more nervous than usual in certain 

moments. 

Also remember that as animal carers, we do not only have to manage our own personal mental 

health but also that of our children AND the animals in our care. 

Warning: It is not a good idea to use your computer keyboard as an enrichment device for your 

cats, particularly when you are typing that all important report or email …………… 

 

Animals driving you crazy? 

A very good source for proven enrichment is Shape of Enrichment: 

https://theshapeofenrichmentinc.wildapricot.org/Complimentary-Resources-to-Download-(PDF)   

Children driving you crazy? Feeling bored? 

Apart from COVID-19 information, PAAZA has some creative ideas which will not only keep the 

whole family active, but will also help You to make a conservation difference. Why not visit: 

http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html and http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-

survival-action.html (this one also available on mobile app). 

There are also some innovative offerings from the PAAZA community on their various platforms. 

   

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://theshapeofenrichmentinc.wildapricot.org/Complimentary-Resources-to-Download-(PDF)
http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html

