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COVID-19 UPDATE 

& SURVIVAL 

02 April , 2020  

 

 

FORMAT CHANGE – PLANNING for POST COVID-19 

 

The statistics headlines read: Half the world under quarantine 

Worldwide coronavirus cases hit 1 million, the AFP has reported. At least 1 000 036 infections 

have been recorded across 188 countries, including 51 718 deaths, according to an AFP calculation 

based on official country data and World Health Organisation figures as of Thursday evening. An 

AFP tally suggests that more than 3.9 billion people, or half of the world's population, are now 

being called on to remain in their homes to combat Covid-19. The measures - which include 

compulsory or recommended confinement, curfews and quarantines - are in place in more than 90 

countries and territories. 

 

Thought for the day is a quote from UN’s environment chief, Inger Andersen: “We are intimately 

interconnected with nature, whether we like it or not. If we don’t take care of nature, we can’t 

take care of ourselves. And as we hurtle towards a population of 10 billion people on this planet, 

we need to go into this future armed with nature as our strongest ally.” 

  

PLANNING for POST COVID-19 

Please Note: As we add more content to this section we will be using verified excerpts from 

documents. We will always add the reference or link but PLEASE remember that the excerpts form 

part of a bigger article which explains/has more detail. We implore you to PLEASE read the full 

article/document so as to get the full impact/picture. It is not feasible to include lengthy 

documents/content in this ‘Update & Survival’ notice. 

Our opening statement to this section 1 April read: There is no question or doubt that live post 

COVID-19 will be VERY different to what we all knew pre- the pandemic. The important thing is to 

ensure that we and the wildlife industry all survive so that we can create a new, wonderful ‘norm’.  

From the UNEP 2 April: The Covid-19 crisis may provide an opportunity for change, but Prof 

Andrew Cunningham, of the Zoological Society of London, is not convinced it will be taken: “I 

thought things would have changed after Sars, which was a massive wake up call – the biggest 

economic impact of any emerging disease to that date,” he said.  

“Everybody was up in arms about it. But it went away, because of our control measures. Then 

there was a huge sigh of relief and it was back to business as usual. We cannot go back to 

business as usual.”  

“It’s almost always a human behaviour that causes it and there will be more in the future unless 

we change,” said Cunningham. 

 

 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/ 

 
Send "hi" to +41 79 893 18 92 

on WhatsApp – English 

https://www.who.int/ 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.nicd.ac.za/2020/03/28/
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/
https://www.who.int/
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 “The separation of health and environmental policy is a dangerous delusion. Our health entirely 

depends on the climate and the other organisms we share the planet with.” 

A Headline on UNEP site: Destruction of wildlife and the climate crisis is hurting humanity, with 

Covid-19 a ‘clear warning shot’, say experts 

Inger Andersen, executive director of the UN Environment Programme, said “The immediate 

priority was to protect people from the coronavirus and prevent its spread”. “But our long-term 

response must tackle habitat and biodiversity loss,” she added. 

“Never before have so many opportunities existed for pathogens to pass from wild and domestic 

animals to people,” she told the Guardian, explaining that 75% of all emerging infectious diseases 

come from wildlife. 

“Our continued erosion of wild spaces has brought us uncomfortably close to animals and plants 

that harbour diseases that can jump to humans.” (more below) 

This brings us to the focus for today – BIOSECURITY - of particularly ‘Animals in Controlled 

Environments’. 

What is Biosecurity? As per the Cambridge Dictionary: The methods that are used to stop a 

disease or infection from spreading from one person, animal, or place to others. 

Biosecurity and Animal Welfare should go hand-in-hand. One of the reasons for this is 

highlighted in the following from Johannes Refisch is a United Nations Programme Manager and 

Coordinator: 

In relation to great apes, why is the SARS CoV-2 virus a concern? 

The possibility of infection is a conservation risk. We do not yet know whether great apes are 

susceptible to the SARS CoV-2 virus, but we do know that wild chimpanzees were infected with 

human coronavirus OC43 in Côte d’Ivoire, and that great apes can be infected with many other 

human respiratory pathogens. 

Among humans, the SARS CoV-2 virus is highly infectious and may survive in the environment for a 

few days. This being the case, we must assume that great apes are susceptible and prevent them 

from being infected. 

Biosecurity in your facility – Having faced H1N8 in 2018/2019, most facilities should have sound 

Biosecurity protocols/SoP’s in place. What would need to happen is that these are updated to now 

include the measures you will need to put in place going forward, particularly if you are open to 

the public. Biosecurity measures will need to protect both humans and animals alike. 

During this lockdown period, the implementation of Biosecurity measures should be uppermost in 

the minds of Owners, Management and Staff. This would form the basis of the new ‘norm’ post 

COVID-19.  

Post COVID-19, sanitisers will need to be installed at all public access points, recreational areas, 

food areas as well as increased sanitisation of surfaces. These might not have been budget items 

previously, but going forward we will all have to make this a priority, at work and home. 

Closing thought: Just as humans mental health will be affected during this crisis, so will the 

animals, particularly the smaller ones – they are used to seeing people everyday and that has 

now been removed! 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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SOUTH AFRICA 
 

Regulation changes 

Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs (Cogta), Nkosasana Dlamini-Zuma, has 

announced a raft of changes to lockdown regulations (gazette attached), including people being allowed to 

cross provinces to attend funerals.  

She said it is “too early” for the government to say whether the lockdown will continue past 21 days. 

The minister has also clarified that all spaza shops can stay open, and has now allowed informal food sellers 

to remain open throughout the lockdown. 

The Minister also announced that the government will now be tracing people who are positive with 

coronavirus via their cell phone numbers. This is to allow the medical staff to pinpoint who that person 

may have come into contact with.   

Your new number for water queries: 0800 200 200 

Minister of Human Settlements, Water and Sanitation, Lindiwe Sisiulu, announced on Thursday that the 

government has centralised all water service delivery via command service. 

 

The change was made because the government has decided to centralise its water services to allow it to 

provide tankers to communities which do not have water during the coronavirus lockdown. 

 

 

Apart from positive cases being confirmed in Kyaletshia (WC) and Alexandra (GP), Coronavirus has spread 

to Durban’s biggest townships: Inanda and Amaoti. The eThekwini Municipality is trying to limit the spread 

by handing out educational pamphlets and hand sanitisers. 

It is interesting to note an excerpt from UNEP: 

“The emergence and spread of Covid-19 was not only predictable, it was predicted [in the sense that] there 

would be another viral emergence from wildlife that would be a public health threat,” said Prof Andrew 

Cunningham, of the Zoological Society of London. A 2007 study of the 2002-03 Sars outbreak concluded: 

“The presence of a large reservoir of Sars-CoV-like viruses in horseshoe bats, together with the culture of 

eating exotic mammals in southern China, is a timebomb.” 

Cunningham said other diseases from wildlife had much higher fatality rates in people, such as 50% for 

Ebola and 60%-75% for Nipah virus, transmitted from bats in south Asia. “Although, you might not think it 

at the moment, we’ve probably got a bit lucky with [Covid-19],” he said. “So I think we should be taking 

this as a clear warning shot. It’s a throw of the dice.” 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/coronavirus-cases-detected-in-durbans-biggest-townships-20200402
https://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/coronavirus-cases-detected-in-durbans-biggest-townships-20200402
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GLOBAL 

 

 

Data as reported by national authorities by 10:00 CET 02 April 2020         

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report – 73 

 

HIGHLIGHTS  

  

No new countries/territories/areas reported cases of COVID-19 in the past 24 hours.  

• WHO has released a Medical Product Alert that warns consumers, healthcare professionals, and health 

authorities against a growing number of falsified medical products that claim to prevent, detect, treat or 

cure COVID-19. Find more here.  

• WHO is working with Iraq to increase surveillance and response capacities. WHO has printed hundreds of 

thousands of prevention and transmission control messages, taken mobile health teams to the streets, and 

delivered urgent consignments of personal protective equipment (PPE) and laboratory test kits. More 

information can be found here.  

http://www.paaza.africa/
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• WHO has been working with governments and partners around the world, across many areas of activity: 

conducting needs assessments, providing hand sanitizers and masks for health professionals, providing 

training on the clinical management of patients with COVID-19, collaborating with local media outlets and 

conducting awareness raising activities, delivering test kits, conducting simulation exercises, and shipping 

personal protective equipment through WHO logistical hubs. As an example, WHO EURO has released a 

photo story of WHO’s activities in Kyrgyzstan, available here.  

• Our understanding of the transmission of COVID-19 virus continues to improve with the evolution of the 

outbreak. For more, see ‘Subject in Focus’. 

 

SUBJECT IN FOCUS: The routes of transmission from COVID-19 patients  

  

As the COVID-19 outbreak continues to evolve, we are learning more about this new virus every day. Here 

we summarize what has been reported about transmission of the COVID-19 virus, and provide a brief 

overview of available evidence on transmission from symptomatic, pre-symptomatic and asymptomatic 

people infected with COVID-19 (more below)  

 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS total (new) cases in last 24 hours  

 

Globally   896 450 confirmed (72 839)                 45 526 deaths (4924)  

  

Western Pacific Region   107 626 confirmed (1204)                 3723 deaths (22)  

European Region  503 006 confirmed (38 809) 33 604 deaths (3515)  

South-East Asia Region   5324 confirmed (149)                 216 deaths (21)  

Eastern Mediterranean Region   58 168 confirmed (3887)                 3280 deaths (165)  

Region of the Americas   216 912 confirmed (28161)                 4565 deaths (1165)  

African Region   4702 confirmed (629)    127 deaths (36) 

WHO RISK ASSESSMENT Global Level Very High 

 

 

EDUCATION 

Stuck inside? Here are some ideas from UN Environment Programme (UNEP) to bring nature in 

and can be found at: https://www.unenvironment.org/   

Are you stuck in self isolation to help flatten the coronavirus curve? On official quarantine or 

lockdown? Are you taking on a new role as "home school teacher due to school closures? Here are 

a few ways to bring the outside in -- enjoyable for learners of all ages. 

Explore the underwater world from the comfort of your home. 

Take virtual dives and swim with corals and beautiful marine life - Home school with a virtual dive 

into the ocean at: https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/celebrate-your-love-

ocean-virtually  

Here are five ideas for activities that make use of items you may have inside your home. These 

projects can help kids of all ages learn about the plastic pollution problem while passing time in a 

creative way and can be found at: https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/five-

fun-activities-teach-your-children-about-plastic-pollution  

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/celebrate-your-love-ocean-virtually
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/celebrate-your-love-ocean-virtually
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/celebrate-your-love-ocean-virtually
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/five-fun-activities-teach-your-children-about-plastic-pollution
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/five-fun-activities-teach-your-children-about-plastic-pollution
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/five-fun-activities-teach-your-children-about-plastic-pollution
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Now, more than ever, it is clear that we must work together if we are to solve the world’s greatest 

challenges. By teaching and learning from future generations about environmental problems, 

everyone can make great strides to beat pollution and chart a course for a sustainable future. 

 

Explore much more here: https://theoceanagency.org/oceanedu 

 

USEFUL TIPS 

As animal carers, we do not only have to manage our own personal mental health but also that of 

our children AND the animals in our care. 

Animals driving you crazy? 

A very good source for proven enrichment is Shape of Enrichment: 

https://theshapeofenrichmentinc.wildapricot.org/Complimentary-Resources-to-Download-(PDF)   

Children driving you crazy? Feeling bored? 

Apart from COVID-19 information, PAAZA has some creative ideas which will not only keep the 

whole family active, but will also help You to make a conservation difference. Why not visit: 

http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html and http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-

survival-action.html (this one also available on mobile app). 

There are also some innovative offerings from the PAAZA community on their various platforms. 

Children missing the animals? San Diego have some amazing livestreaming cams. Catch all the 

action at: https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/were-here-together  

• Wildlife Cams 

• Ape Cam 

• Baboon Cam 

• Burrowing Owl Cam presented by Ori and the Will of the Wisps 

• Butterfly Cam presented by Wheelhouse Credit Union 

• Condor Cam 

• Elephant Cam presented by Planet Zoo®  

• Giraffe Cam 

• Koala Cam 

• Panda Cam (archived video) 

• Penguin Cam presented by Alaska Airlines 

• Polar Cam presented by the Coca-Cola Company 

• Tiger Cam 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://theoceanagency.org/oceanedu
https://theshapeofenrichmentinc.wildapricot.org/Complimentary-Resources-to-Download-(PDF)
http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html
https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/were-here-together
https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/live-cams
https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/cams/ape-cam
https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/cams/baboon-cam
https://www.sdzsafaripark.org/cams/burrowing-owl-cams
https://www.sdzsafaripark.org/butterfly-cam
https://www.sdzsafaripark.org/condor-cam
https://www.sdzsafaripark.org/elephant-cam
https://www.sdzsafaripark.org/giraffe-cam
https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/cams/panda-cam
https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/cams/panda-cam
https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/cams/penguin-cam
https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/cams/polar-cam
https://www.sdzsafaripark.org/tiger-cam
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

SUBJECT IN FOCUS: The routes of transmission from COVID-19 patients 

As the COVID-19 outbreak continues to evolve, we are learning more about this new virus every day. Here 

we summarize what has been reported about transmission of the COVID-19 virus, and provide a brief 

overview of available evidence on transmission from symptomatic, pre-symptomatic and asymptomatic 

people infected with COVID-19.   

Symptomatic transmission: By way of definition, a symptomatic COVID-19 case is a case who has 

developed signs and symptoms compatible with COVID-19 virus infection.  Symptomatic transmission refers 

to transmission from a person while they are experiencing symptoms.   

Data from published epidemiology and virologic studies provide evidence that COVID-19 is primarily 

transmitted from symptomatic people to others who are in close contact through respiratory droplets, by 

direct contact with infected persons, or by contact with contaminated objects and surfaces.1-7 This is 

supported by detailed experiences shared by technical partners via WHO global expert networks, and 

reports and presentations by Ministries of Health.  

Data from clinical and virologic studies that have collected repeated biological samples from confirmed 

patients provide evidence that shedding of the COVID-19 virus is highest in upper respiratory tract (nose 

and throat) early in the course of the disease.8-11 That is, within the first 3 days from onset of 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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symptoms.10-11  Preliminary data suggests that people may be more contagious around the time of 

symptom onset  as compared to later on in the disease.   

Pre-symptomatic transmission: The incubation period for COVID-19, which is the time between exposure 

to the virus (becoming infected) and symptom onset, is on average 5-6 days, however can be up to 14 days. 

During this period, also known as the “presymptomatic” period, some infected persons can be contagious. 

Therefore, transmission from a pre-symptomatic case can occur before symptom onset.   

In a small number of case reports and studies, pre-symptomatic transmission has been documented 

through contact tracing efforts and enhanced investigation of clusters of confirmed cases.12-17 This is 

supported by data suggesting that some people can test positive for COVID-19 from 1-3 days before they 

develop symptoms.6,16 Thus, it is possible that people infected with COVID-19 could transmit the virus 

before significant symptoms develop. It is important to recognize that pre-symptomatic transmission still 

requires the virus to be spread via infectious droplets or through touching contaminated surfaces.   

Asymptomatic transmission: An asymptomatic laboratory-confirmed case is a person infected with COVID-

19 who does not develop symptoms. Asymptomatic transmission refers to transmission of the virus from a 

person, who does not develop symptoms.  

There are few reports of laboratory-confirmed cases who are truly asymptomatic, and to date, there has 

been no documented asymptomatic transmission. This does not exclude the possibility that it may occur. 

Asymptomatic cases have been reported as part of contact tracing efforts in some countries.    

WHO regularly monitors all emerging evidence about this critical topic and will provide an update as more 

information becomes available. 

 

Expanding on the Headline on UNEP site: Destruction of wildlife and the climate crisis is hurting 

humanity, with Covid-19 a ‘clear warning shot’, say experts 

Nature is sending us a message with the coronavirus pandemic and the ongoing climate crisis, according to 

the UN’s environment chief, Inger Andersen. 

Andersen said humanity was placing too many pressures on the natural world with damaging 

consequences, and warned that failing to take care of the planet meant not taking care of ourselves. 

Andersen, executive director of the UN Environment Programme, said the immediate priority was to 

protect people from the coronavirus and prevent its spread. “But our long-term response must tackle 

habitat and biodiversity loss,” she added. 

“Never before have so many opportunities existed for pathogens to pass from wild and domestic animals to 

people,” she told the Guardian, explaining that 75% of all emerging infectious diseases come from wildlife. 

“Our continued erosion of wild spaces has brought us uncomfortably close to animals and plants that 

harbour diseases that can jump to humans.” 

She also noted other environmental impacts, such as the Australian bushfires, broken heat records and the 

worst locust invasion in Kenya for 70 years. “At the end of the day, [with] all of these events, nature is 

sending us a message,” Anderson said. 

The billion-dollar illegal wildlife trade is another part of the problem, said John Scanlon, the former 

secretary general of the Convention on International Trade of Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. 

“Importing countries should create a new legal obligation, supported by criminal sanctions, for an importer 

of wildlife to prove that it was legally obtained under the source country’s national laws,” he said. “If we can 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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blend taking a hard line against transnational organised wildlife criminals, while also opening up new 

opportunities for local communities, then we will see biodiversity, ecosystems and communities thrive.” 

Prof Andrew Cunningham, of the Zoological Society of London adds: “Animals are being transported over 

large distances. They are stressed and immunosuppressed and excreting whatever pathogens they have in 

them,” he said. “With people having intimate contact with the body fluids of these animals, you have an 

ideal mixing bowl for [disease] emergence. If you wanted a scenario to maximise the chances of 

[transmission], I couldn’t think of a much better way of doing it.” 

GOOD NEWS - Coronavirus: How lockdowns have caused drop in air pollution across the world  

New satellite images show fall in air pollution over urban areas in several European cities. 

 

NASA images show amazing reduction in pollution over China believed to be linked to coronavirus 

outbreak. 

Scientists have recorded a massive reduction in pollution over China during the last two months, which is 

believed to be a result of measures taken to stop the coronavirus outbreak. 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/

