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COVID-19 UPDATE 

& SURVIVAL 

01 April , 2020  

 

 

FORMAT CHANGE – PLANNING for POST COVID-19 

Due to the extensive media coverage of COVID-19 (a particularly good source which carries all the 

South African Government media briefings and general Africa news is channel 405 on DSTV), we 

will only be including daily status reports and important statements. 

The addition of ‘Survival’ is particularly aimed at the Wildlife Industry but never forgetting the 

Animal Carers. Although the regulations for the lockdowns are focused on humans, by extension 

this applies to ‘Animals in Controlled Environments’ as well – there is no movement of animals. 

Just as human welfare is important, so is the welfare of the animals in our care. 

We will also continue to include educational related information as the children are our future 

conservationists.    

 
SOUTH AFRICA 
 

In a plea to the nation, Health Department Deputy Director-General Yogan Pillay said while the 

COVID-19 infection rate in the country was slower than expected, South Africans should not be 

complacent. 

And in the Minister of Health, Dr Zwelini Mkhize, media briefing 1 April: “The Corona storm is still 

coming in South Africa – we are preparing for the worst but hoping for the best”. 

The Minister reiterated: “There is no way to say whether South Africa’s 21-day lockdown will be 

sufficient in stopping the spread of the coronavirus, and government will review its effectiveness 

close to the end of the period”, says Health minister Zweli Mkhize. 

 

 

 

Professor Helen Rees of the South African Health Products Authority says they are monitoring 

countries like China on the experiences they had with coronavirus. She has encouraged people to 

play their part to flatten the curve by practicing social distancing, ensuring good hygiene and using 

protective gear like gloves and masks correctly. 

 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/ 

 
Send "hi" to +41 79 893 18 92 

on WhatsApp – English 

https://www.who.int/ 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.nicd.ac.za/2020/03/28/
https://ewn.co.za/topic/coronavirus
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/
https://www.who.int/
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“There will be people in the community that won’t have been exposed and we might get what is 

called a second wave because this virus will hide away. As you know, many people don’t have 

severe symptoms and that’s part of the problem. Majority of people won’t be very ill. The virus 

might hide away or as we’ve seen in China, it could get re-imported into the country, then we can 

get a second wave.” 

The South African Health Products Authority have also warned that using protective gear like 

masks and gloves incorrectly defeats the purpose of preventing COVID-19 infection. It says 

constant washing of hands with soap remains the best in ensuring good hand hygiene. 

This comes as thousands of people have resorted to wearing gloves in an effort to prevent getting 

the corona virus. 

The Authority’s Professor Helen Reese says people who wear gloves tend to shy away from 

washing their hands. 

“For the average person, one of the risks of gloves is that they might make you feel safe. So, when 

you feel safe, you’ve got your hands on things, then you will be touching all sorts of things. And 

when the gloves come off the question is would you wash your hands? What do you do with the 

gloves? How do you dispose off the gloves? So, you can get COVID-19 on the gloves and if you 

don’t dispose of it correctly and if you take the gloves of badly it can go into your hands and if 

you then, because you think you’ve been protected, don’t wash your hands, you know those 

could be the problems” 

 

GLOBAL 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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Data as reported by national authorities by 10:00 CET 01 April 2020         

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Report – 72 

 

HIGHLIGHTS  

  

• Three new countries/territories/areas reported cases of COVID-19 in the past 24 hours: Botswana, 

Burundi, and Sierra Leone.  

• WHO has released a scientific brief on the off-label use of medicines for COVID-19. A number of 

medicines have been suggested as potential investigational therapies, many of which are now being or will 

soon be studied in clinical trials, including the SOLIDARITY trial co-sponsored by WHO and participating 

countries. More information can be found here.  

• WHO recognizes the importance of addressing the needs of refugees and migrants when preparing for or 

responding to the COVID-19 pandemic. WHO European Region has released a guidance document to assist 

healthcare working with refugees and migrants. More information can be found here.  

• At a press briefing, yesterday, PAHO Director Dr. Carissa Etienne stressed that countries of the Americas 

must act now to slow the spread of COVID-19. WHO encourages countries to prepare hospitals and health 

facilities, protect their health personnel, and decide what social distancing measures need to be 

implemented and for how long, among other actions. Find more here.  

• Public health and social measures to slow or stop the spread of COVID-19 must be implemented with the 

full engagement of all members of society. WHO has described four levels of COVID-19 transmission with 

varying public health and social measures depending on the local evolution of the COVID-19 pandemic. For 

more details, please see ‘Subject in Focus’. 

 

SUBJECT IN FOCUS: Public Health and Social Measures for the COVID-19 Pandemic  

The purpose of this note is to outline public health and social measures useful for slowing or stopping the 

spread of COVID-19 at national or community level. Guidance for case finding and management, personal 

and environmental measures, travel measures, and mass gatherings is available on the WHO website 

 

 

 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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SITUATION IN NUMBERS total (new) cases in last 24 hours  

Globally  823 626 confirmed (72 736)                 40 598 deaths (4193)  

Western Pacific Region   106 422 confirmed (1554)                 3701 deaths (30)  

European Region  464 212 confirmed (40 266) 30 089 deaths (3395)  

South-East Asia Region   5175 confirmed (960)                 195 deaths (29)  

Eastern Mediterranean Region   54 281 confirmed (3932)                 3115 deaths (161)  

Region of the Americas   188 751 confirmed (25 737)                 3400 deaths (564)  

African Region   4073 confirmed (287)                 91 deaths (14)  

WHO RISK ASSESSMENT Global Level Very High 

 

EDUCATION – South Africa 

Basic Education Minister Angie Motshekga said that her department had no “guarantee” that schools 

would be reopening at the end of the 21-day lockdown. 

She said it was too early to say whether the proposed end of the lockdown on 16 April would coincide 

with the reopening and the resumption of classroom teaching, since it would be up to the health minister 

to decide on whether it was safe for people to leave their homes. 

She admitted it was unfortunate that millions of school children who normally relied on meals at schools 

would now no longer receive those meals. 

Minister Motshekga concluded by saying, “It is time that we get parents to play their part in the education 

of their children. We appeal to everyone to cooperate and ensure that we put the interest of our children 

on top of the priority list”. 

On 26 March 2020, we have made available e-Learning Guides to all our TVET Colleges throughout the 

country. These guides can be downloaded on smartphones, tablets and laptops. 

The below is screenshots of the content available at: 

https://www.education.gov.za/covid19supportpackage.aspx 

 

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://www.education.gov.za/covid19supportpackage.aspx
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PLANNING for POST COVID-19 

There is no question or doubt that live post COVID-19 will be VERY different to what we all knew 

pre- the pandemic. The important thing is to ensure that we and the wildlife industry all survive so 

that we can create a new, wonderful ‘norm’.  

One of the biggest challenges facing visitor related enterprises is that the bulk of their income and 

in some cases, their only revenue source, has disappeared. A huge plus for the Zoo & Aquarium 

industry and by extension the entire ‘Animals in a Controlled Environment’ industry, is that we 

have a huge global source of experience and knowledge which is more than willing to share their 

knowledge and experiences. We are also very aware that ‘not one size fits all’ and that we will 

need to adjust/mould knowledge to be relevant within Africa, but we will have the foundation. 

We are also very aware that most of our amazing region, Africa, consists of small facilities that do 

not have the resources of the larger facilities. 

As an introduction to this initial section, a few important aspects learned from a webinar just 

yesterday: 

Plan for the long haul – most people and facilities are focussing on “only …. more days of 

lockdown”; what if, as has started happening globally, this is extended or re-instated! To use Hong 

Kong as an example: they came out of ‘work from home (WFH)’ early March when daily cases 

were down to single digits. Within 10 days they were back to full WFH! There are also numerous 

countries which have already extended their lockdowns as well.  

Quote from webinar: “It really does come down to preparing everyone for what is on the horizon 

using other regions as an example.” 

Animal Care and Welfare - Definitely start with making sure your facility is stocked up on PPE for 

your essential staff in attendance and make sure a redundant supply chain is available to meet 

your facilities needs.  

Re-assess your structure – Remember, recovery post-lockdowns will take an extended period, so 

survival of your facility is not limited to the ‘here and now’ but also needs to include a substantial 

http://www.paaza.africa/
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period post COVID-19. The legal aspect is ‘no work, no pay’, however, the Wildlife industry needs 

ALL the qualified and experienced animal carers both during and post this crisis. As commented by 

the business association: “Do not be too generous but be fair”. An interesting aspect discussed on 

the webinar was different salary structures for people confined to WFH as opposed to ‘on site 

personnel’. This would of course need to comply with various country labour laws.   

As we move forward, we will be sharing experiences, ideas, protocols ++ from the global network 

of Zoos and Aquaria. 

Thought for the day: Applying the 5 Freedoms is one of the most important tools for continued 

best animal welfare. 

 

USEFUL TIPS 

As animal carers, we do not only have to manage our own personal mental health but also that of 

our children AND the animals in our care. 

Animals driving you crazy? 

A very good source for proven enrichment is Shape of Enrichment: 

https://theshapeofenrichmentinc.wildapricot.org/Complimentary-Resources-to-Download-(PDF)   

Children driving you crazy? Feeling bored? 

Apart from COVID-19 information, PAAZA has some creative ideas which will not only keep the 

whole family active, but will also help You to make a conservation difference. Why not visit: 

http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html and http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-

survival-action.html (this one also available on mobile app). 

There are also some innovative offerings from the PAAZA community on their various platforms. 

And from WHO (.pdf’s attached) 

   

http://www.paaza.africa/
https://theshapeofenrichmentinc.wildapricot.org/Complimentary-Resources-to-Download-(PDF)
http://www.zoosafrica.com/activities-for-lockdown.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html
http://www.zoosafrica.com/nature-survival-action.html

